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ОЖ sanitas сан 
ANEW YEAR'S DAY isa blast from the past—lessons learned, the tears, the laughter, the fears and shadows, 
Which there are no words to mean gratitude. Butit is also a day of the Big Bang with lights galore to mark great rejoicing over 
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Chief Justice alarmed: There could be something deeper 


By Marlon Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


and Armand N. Nocum 


TWO GUNMEN ON A MOTORCYCLE YESTERDAY 
shot dead a controversial judge who had autho- 
rized the government's takeover of the country's 
most modern but mothballed airport terminal pro- 
vided it paid P3 billion to its builder, Piatco. 


Underdogs, wag your tails, 2006 is your year 


By Volt Contreras 


IF YOU CONSIDER YOURSELF 
an underdog, there's reason to 
wag your tail in welcoming 2006. 

The Year of the Dog will be 


KAWAWA 
NAMAN 51 
BANTAY! 


SSS 
GMA’s dinner talk 
in Baguio turns 
to canine cuisine 


By Vincent Cabreza 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


BAGUIO CITY—EXPECT 2006, 
designated as the Year of the Dog 
in the Chinese calendar, to draw 
interesting discussions about the 
morality of eating man’s best 
friend. 

Here in the Cordilleras, where 
culture and lifestyle have long 
settled that argument, President 
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marked by a sense of justice and. 
relief, when past efforts could fi- 
nally resolve longtime controver- 
sies and may even lead to "suc- 
cessful revolutions,” according to 
some astrological forecasts. 


NEWS BEHIND | 


Investigators have yet to ascer- 
tain the motive for the killing but 
are looking into any link it might 
have with the airport deal, police 
Chief Insp. Elpidio Nartatez said. 
Judge Henrick Gingoyon, 53, 
had just left a gym near his resi- 
dence in Soldiers Hills Village, 
Barangay Molino, in Bacoor, 


As Filipinos thankfully bid 
farewell to the year that saw (or 
almost didn't see) “Garci,” some 
zodiac readings could turn some 
politicians rabid with excitement 
orsend them whimpering in fear. 


асо ама 


Cavite, and was walking home 
when one of the assailants on a 
Honda motorcycle shot him re- 
peatedly in the back, police said. 

The assassins sped off towards 
Las Pifias. The attack occurred at 
about 12:45 p.m. 

Supreme Court Chief Justice 
Artemio Panganiban condemned 


#2006 is, in general, a support- 
ive year with a sensible climate of 
justice, relief, harmony and peace 
prevailing over the globe, com- 
pared to the last few years," ac- 
cording to one prediction posted 


the killing "in the strongest possi- 
ble terms.” 

"This is the Piatco judge. We are 
concerned that there could be some- 
thing deeper,” Panganiban said. 

As judge of Pasay City Regional 
‘Trial Court Branch 117, Gingoyon 
ruled that the government could 

PIATCOI AR 


on the web by Janarrdhana 
Guptha, feng shui researcher and 

a clairvoyant Karma reader. 
"Controversial issues are given 
UNDERDOGS/ A4 


Big cheats in Little League exposed 


By Armand М. Nocum 


‘THIRTEEN YEARS AFTER I CO-AU- 
thored the investigative report on 
the Little League Championship fias- 
со with INQume News Editor 
Artemio Engracia Л. and former 
Mindanao bureau chief Carol Arguil- 
las, people continue to ask me: Why 
did you do it? Why did you have to 
be the one to bring our beloved Zam- 
boanga down? 

There were even nastier com- 
ments: ‘Traitor, snitch, unpatriotic, 
someone with a "crab mentality.” 

As the Ixquinea's Zamboanga cor- 
respondent, I had grudgingly accept- 
ed the assignment to investigate 
what looked to me then as "lies" that 
the then sports editor Al Mendoza 
had been peddling in his column. 

Mendoza had suggested that the 


Little League baseball team from 
Zamboanga City that won the World 
Series in Williamsport, Pennsylva- 
nia, in 1992 was made up of over- 
aged players. (The age cap for Little 
League players is 12.) 

As a true-blue Zamboanguefio, І 
was determined to prove him 
wron 

My initial stories, backed by pho- 
tocopies of the birth certificates of 
the six Zamboanga team members, 
showed that there was no truth to 
Mendoza's claim, The stories made 
mea heroin my hometown. 

But my editors were not im- 
pressed, They told me to dig deeper 
and go beyond the birth certificates. 
"That's when the lie began to unravel 
and the trouble started. 

My first stop was the school at- 
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AVICTORY PARADE of the Philippine Little League 
baseball team In Makati City In September, 1992. ٥ 
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ge shot dead 


‘the living and the love that has sustained us through 365 days. And there are those blessings about 
thrilling new hopes in the dawning of a New Year. 


JM GUAORUNZALAN 


At stake: SC 
independence 
with GMAs 11 
appointees 


By Gil С. Cabacungan Jr. 


WILL THE SEPARATION OF POW- 
ers between the judiciary and the 
executive be undermined when an. 
overpowering number of Supreme 
Court justices are handpicked by a 
sitting President? 

This question was raised by 
Andres Bautista, chair of the 
Philippine Association of Law 
Schools, as he expected President 
Macapagal-Arroyo to raise her 
tally of appointees to the 15- 
member high court to 11 justices 
this year. 

"its possible that before Presi- 
dent Arroyo's term ends in 2010, 
all of the Supreme Court justices 
would be her appointees,” said 
Bautista , dean of the Far Eastern 
University Institute of Law. 

The Philippine Association of 
Law Schools along with the 
“Transparency and Accountability 
Network, Alternative Law Groups 
Inc., Association of Law Students 
of rhe Philippines, Integrated Bar 
of the Philippines, and the 
Lawyers’ League for Liberty 
launched in November “Supreme 
Court Appointments Watch." 

Bautista said he was not 
questioning the President's 
right to choose the justices, 
“But once appointed the 
Supreme Court justice should 
not be beholden to the appoint- 
ing power but rather, he or she 
should be true to the Constitu- 
tion and loyal to the people," 
the dean said. 

The independence of the high 
court has become a subject of 
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Ignore political noise, 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. time that “we bury the hatchet and satisfaction over the continued each time these stories come out, her fiscal reforms, Veloso said. 
m rally behind the (eie so the surge in oil prices and inflation. it obviously will not be good,” For the leading consumer advo- 
: country can move forward." ‘Although the country suffered a said Jose Arnulfo Veloso, chief of cate in the county, businessman 
IGNORE THE POLITICAL FIREWORKS; FOCUS ou may not like her personal- credit downgrade in the early part treasury at HSBC Philippines. тим паста бе ‘main con- 
on the economy. ity or her politics, but you can't of last year, Chua saidinvestorcon- Veloso said the President cers that should be resolved not 
a argue with her success in eco- fidence rallied toward the end of should take comfort in the only only by the President but all politi- 
^ This is the advice of business- just has to face them and handle nomics,” said Chua. the year as the President ditched rating that mattered to business- cal leaders in the first three months 
men and money managers to a them as they come.” So far Dee said, the President her populist programs and stuck to men—the sizzling performance this year are the approval of the 
politically bruised President Philippine Exporters Confeder- “has shown investors and credi- unpopular reforms such pushing “of the peso, which has jumped 2006 budget, amendments to the 
MacapagiAroyo as she moves ation president Sergio Ortiz-Luis tors that she will manage the fiscal. for the expanded VAT and rejecting over 6 percent in the last quarter Electric Power Indust Reform Aet 
\into her fifth year in Malacañang. put it more succinctly: "Work problems even if it means making oil price subsidies. and emerged as the darling of the ог Epira, which would protect con- 
„ “The opposition will not stop dis- more, talk less.” very unpopular decisions.” While the government has low- international currency market. sumers overcharging power utili- 
шыл her, therefore, itis best that Ortiz-Luis said President Ar- Dee cited how Ms Arroyo mam ered last year's econo! argetin “This is the only rating that ties, and fine-tuning the VAT to 
she just concentrate on delivering royo’s opponents had “thrown ev- aged to keep the budget deficit P20 е face of high oil prices, the Pres- should matter to her because people help businesses and consumers 
Sees he people” said Donald erything at her, including the billion below thetargetofP180bi- idents decision to increase gov- are voting with their money by bet- cope with high energy costs 
eer present of the Philippine kitchen sink,” and he agreed with lon, which she did by keeping ех. ernment spending on infrastruc. ting that the peso wil continue to Coneepcon sem at fas Bt 
Phember of Commerce and Indus. Malacafangs prognosis that the penses low and raising revenue ture would sustain the growth climb because she would pursue her portant for Malacafang | and 
fy “When this happens, the politi- worst was over for the President. — collections, ‘and lobbied successful- momentum by creating more jobs economic reforms," Veloso said. This Congress to finish these in the first 
al noise willbe irrelevant" Noting that Ms Arroyo has been ly for the expansion ofthe value and spurring demand in the con- is why itis imperative that the Presi- quarter of 2006 so that they could 
She head of the ‘country’s the object of criticism for years, added tax to include power and fu. struction and ргорепузесо dent doesnot blinkin herplan toin. devore de remaining months ofthe 
шее business organization Francis Chua, president ofthe гей. el purchase. She accomplished “The President will continue to crease the VAT rate to 12 percent year to acing مخ‎ proposed Char- 
dded: “There will always be eration of Filipino Chinese Cham- these even if her populariy had be haunted by insinuations of next month as she has promised to ter change and plebiscite as well as 
dnd mines coming her мау She Без of Commerce Inc, sald it was been battered by the publics dis- cheating and corruption, and do to complete the second phase of prepare for the 2007 elections. 


Break with old ways, bishops urge everyone Erap against ‘no-el,’ 
poen fan me аш идәне лы кч erin матаны... Says spokesperson 


hs FILIPINOS PREPARED ТО initiate starting with himself." poor. This is the way to experi- graft and corruption, smuggling, 

sher in the New Year, the “If we want dramatic and revo- ence the New Year," he said. poverty, criminality and the brain FORMER PRESIDENT JOSEPH said at the weekly Kapihan sa Sulo 

оне Bishops Conference of lutionary transformation either Рог Lingayen-Dagupan Arch- drain “are not that serious com- Estrada is against scrapping the nes forum in Quezon Cf 

Philippines yesterday urged inourownpersonsorintheinst bishop Oscar Cruz, the year pared tothe question ofthe legitl. 2007 elections, his newly rein. Even if tre people do not eat, 
fhe countrys leaders and ordi. tution, we need to change our “would be truly new only if there тасу and competence of no less stated spokesperson Didagen they still want to exercise their 
They diei alike to "break with perspectives, our mindset, our were new public leaders with a than the holder of the highest of “Digs” Dilangalen told a media political right. be added 
the old selfish ways" to achieve frame of reference,” the prelate new vision and in command of fice in the country” Cruz said, re- forum yesterday. Dilangalen said he returned as 
ve оаа national transfor. said, adding that there was equal- new integrity and respectability” fering to the “Hello Garci” elec- Тһе deposed Presidents take Estradas spokesperson 
ation and uplift the lives of the ly а need to “break with the old Ас the very least, he said, na. tion fraud scandal. оп the Consultative Commissions November after Estrada himself 
poor. Selfish ways of thinking and be- tional government officals should  “[U]nless there isnot only a le- proposal to cancel the midterm asked him to come back He said 
"Our dream of becoming better having which have been the caus- have а new sense of mission and galbutalsoreal closure of this na. elections came in د‎ wake of for. Estrada needed him because the 
Sersons, our dream of a trans- es of conflicts.” strive to regain their credibility tional and fundamental inquiry, mer President Fidel Ramoss former President was not allowed 
forming and transformed nation “We can even change the face and the trust of the citizens. this is but an old year merely beg- threat to withdraw support from to be interviewed by the media. 
must wake us up to the realities of our government, if and only if “Otherwise, the year is but an. ging for its continuance, And President Macapagal-Arroyo ifshe — Dilangalen left Estrada in 
that we are challenged to wechange ourselves," ће. other date yet merely prolonging looking at it as a truly new year failed to categorically state her September after his wife, 
change,” said the Most Rev. Angel Lagdameo called for “co-res- old realities,” Cruz said. with new realities is falsity” he stand onthe issue by the new year. Maguindanao Rep. Baisendig Di- 
Lagdameo, archbishop of Јаго ponsibility and partnership" in Не said that among the major added. (See story on Page АЗ) langalen, abstained in the im- 
and CBCP president, in his New providing the poor with the basic. issues still to be resolved were the Cruz said that political stability “President (Estrada) is in favor peachment vote against Presi- 
| Year message. Pecessities of life--food, shelter, alleged rigging of the 2004 elec- was the foundation of economic of having elections. There's no oth- dent Macapagal-Arroyo, going 
ie daméo said the goal of na- employment, education and tions, the “jueteng” payola and progress, not the other way er way to have political sabiy against the opposition move to 
| ional transformation “must be a health care various other scandals involving around. than to have elections," Dilangalen ousther. Norman Bordadora 
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Billto таке АЕР, PNP too busy to bother about FVR 


legal split-ups 
easier filed 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


A BILL THAT WILL MAKE IT RELATIVELY 
easier for married couples to obtain a legal 
separation is slated for debate at the House 
of Representatives early this year. 

Rep. Ma. Amelita Calimbas-Villarosa (Occi- 
dental Mindoro) has filed House Bill No. 4948 
seeking to expand the grounds for legal sepa- 
ration by a combination of at least five prima 
facie “indications” of psychological incapaci- 


“Excessive gambling, bisexuality, forced 
sexual intercourse and affliction of a sexually 
transmissible disease may soon be among the 
grounds for filing a petition for legal separa- 
tion,” said Villarosa. 

"The bill will amend the Family Code of the 
Philippines, particularly Article 36, which 
contains the psychological incapacity provi- 
sion, and Article 55, which deals with the 
grounds for filing such a petition. 

Villarosa explained that rather than cater 
to the popular clamor for divorce to be al- 
lowed in the country, a better option would be 
to amend the Family Code to make it “more 
responsive to the problems being faced by 
husbands and wives.” 

Villarosa said that reasons like “irreconcil- 
able incompatibility” should never be enough 
grounds to dissolve a marriage, a life-long 
union sanctioned by Church and State. 

Other grounds for legal separation that HB 
4948 seeks to include are an attempt by the 
respondent against the life of the petitioner, 
his or her descendants and or ascendants, 
brothers or sisters, whether full or half-blood; 
‘unjustifiable refusal of the respondent to pro 
vide support to the petitioner and or their 
common children, and unjustifiable reluc- 
tance of the respondent to engage in a decent 
occupation or means of livelihood. 


Taiwan gives PIM 
in new clothes 


‘TAIWAN HAS TURNED OVER SOME P1-MIL- 
lion worth of new clothes to the Philippines 
for the victims of disasters, wards of the De- 
partment of Social Welfare and Development 
and residents of poor municipalities. 

‘Acting Social Welfare Secretary Luwalhati 
Pablo received the donation last week consist- 

“fig of 40,000 pieces of assorted clothing from 
Hsin-Hsing Wu of the Taiwan Economic and 
Cultural Office in a ceremony at the DSWD 
Central Office in Quezon City. 

"The ceremony was dubbed the “Donation 
of Clothes: Love from Taiwan to the Philip- 
pines.” The clothes were donated by Tai- 
wanese businessmen based in Japan. 

A total, meanwhile, of P4.7 million worth 
of relief assistance has been shipped to 
59,185 families, or 299,964 persons, affected 
by landslides and flash floods brought on by 
recent tropical depression "Quedan." 

‘The vietims were in Oriental Mindoro, 
Palawan, Camarines Sur, Sorsogon, Albay, Ak- 
lan, Negros Occidental, Iloilo, Capiz and 
Leyte. Cynthia D. Balana 


By Norman Bordadora 


THE ARMED FORCES OF THE PHILIP- 
pines and the Philippine National Police 
are so concerned with keeping the peace 
over the holidays that both institutions 
are oblivious of former President Fidel 
Ramos's veiled threat to withdraw sup- 
port from President Macapagal-Arroyo if 
she continued to stay silent on the no- 
election proposal of the constitutional 
Consultative Commission. 

Col. Tristan Kison, AFP spokesperson, 
said whether or not Ramos, а former AFP 
chief of staff and defense secretary decid- 
ed to abandon President Arroyo would 
not affect the military's resolve to follow 
the chain of command and resist any at- 
tempt to bring down the administration. 

At the weekly Kapihan sa Sulo news fo- 
rum in Quezon City yesterday, Kison said 
that while there remained many unre- 
solved grievances in the military, the 


members of the institution had leamed 
from past mistakes and were now unlikely 
to take part in any military adventurism. 

“With respect to the opinion of former 
President Ramos. we repeat that we still 
maintain that we will toe the line of the 
chain of command,” Kison said. 

Kison said he himself had grievances. 
For one thing, he said, he wanted a 
salary increase, but there were proper 
forums to address such issues. 

On the other hand, Chief Supt. 
Leopoldo Bataoil, PNP spokesperson, 
told the breakfast forum the PNP would 
face up to any threats against the duly 
constituted authority. 

“We maintain that whatever threat, 
we will withstand. We will stay united 
behind the duly constituted authorities. 
We believe that (threats) will not divert 
our focus on keeping peace and order,” 
Bataoil said. 

Itis widely believed Ramos still has dout 


within the AFP and PNP He also once head- 
ей the police force as commanding general 
when it was the Philippine Constabulary 
and then the Integrated National Police. 

Ramos before the holidays had said 
his support for Ms Arroyo was waning 
and he advised the President to finally 
break her silence on the ConCom's pro- 
posal to do away with the 2007 elec- 
tions by New Year's Day. 

"This is not an ultimatum but the is- 
sues here are very crucial. Any further 
delay will bring us closer to the brink of 
not only political but also economic eri- 
sis. It would turn us into the laughing- 
stock of the international community. 
This is against the true will of the peo- 
ple,” Ramos had said in an interview 
‘over ABS-CBN News before Christmas. 

"Му support is probably waning right 
now. It is not only hope that Tm losing. As 
a senior citizen, who has been there (the 
presidency), my role is like an elder broth- 


er to a sister where I may listen, some- 
times. But it is the right of the brother to 
act for the sake of the family" he said. 

Ramos pronouncements prodded op- 
position Sen. Panfilo Lacson to invite him 
and fellow Lakas party stalwart Speaker 
Jose de Venecia to join the ouster calls 
against the President. 

AFP Chief of Staff Gen. Generoso 
Senga, in a New Year's message refer- 
ring to recent rumors of coup attempts, 
reiterated his call to soldiers to stay pro- 
fessional and ignore “the forces of de- 
structive partisanship,” 

“Now more than ever, the AFP stands 
at the crossroads of change and re- 
form,” Senga said. “I сай on the Filipino 
soldier to be resilient in his adherence 
to the highest standards of profession- 
айт. I сай on him to be unwavering in 
our defense of the Constitution and the 
Filipino democratic way of life.” With 
Dona 2. Pazzibugan 
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Piatco judge shot dead in Cavite 


irem page AI 
Лаке over the controversy-plagued 
‚ ZzóNinoy Aquino Intemational Air- 
роп terminal Ш so long as the 
zz government paid P3 billion to the 
Philippine International Air Ter- 
minals Co. (Ріаісо), a consortium 
that includes the German airport. 
operator Fraport AG. 

"The gym where Gingoyon had 
worked out was a few meters away 
from his residence, said Nartatez, 
Bacoors deputy police chief. 

Gingoyon suffered four gun- 
shot wounds in his body and was 
declared dead on arrival at the 
Imus General Hospital. 

Investigators recovered four emp- 
ty shell from a 45-cal. pistol 


‘Get to the bottom’ 

Officer on case Eric Malinao 
told the Ingumer: “One of the vic- 
tim’s children told us that his fa- 
thers killing could be linked to 
the Piatco case.” 

Said intelligence officer Supt. 
Rodel Sermonia: "We're still 


studying all the cases that the vic- 
tim handled in recent months and 
Piatco could be one of them.” 
“We urge the law enforcement 
authorities to immediately get to 
the bottom of the crime and ap- 
prehend the perpetrators,” Pan- 
ganiban said in a statement re- 
leased by the high court's chief in- 
formation officer, Ismael Khan Jr. 
Khan said the Chief Justice 
wanted authorities to “redouble 
their efforts to also solve" the cas- 
es of other murdered judges. 
Asked whether the issue had 
anything to do with the killing, 
Khan replied: “We don't know, 
that is why we want the authori- 
ties to get to the bottom of this.” 


Gingoyon upheld 

‘The high court recently upheld 
with modification the Jan. 4, 
2005, order of Gingoyon allow- 
ing Piatco to get over $62 million 
in government deposits. 

“Wherefore, the petition is 
granted in part with respect to 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


the orders dated 4 January 2005 
and 10 January 2005 of the lower 
court," the high court said in a 
63-page decision penned by Asso- 
ciate Justice Dante Tinga. 

Panganiban, retired Chief Jus- 
tice Hilario Davide Jr, Associate 
Justices Renato Corona and Con- 
chita Carpio Morales dissented 
from the ruling. 

In December 2004, Gingoyon’s 
court issued a writ of possession in 
favor of the government but later 
allowed the release to Piatco of a 
$62 million deposit as a require- 
ment for the takeover of Naia 3. 


Elevated to Supreme Court 

The government questioned 
the ruling before the high court, 
arguing it was only willing to pay 
$9 raillion less than what the low- 
er court awarded to Piatco. 

On Jan. 14, 2005, the high 
court issued a temporary re- 
straining order stopping the im- 
plementation of Gingoyon's rul- 
ing in favor of Piatco. 


In its Dec. 19 decision, the court 
lifted the TRO after finding no grave 
abuse of discretion on the part of the 
RIC to warrant the voiding of its as- 
sailed orders, although the high 
court said the rulings should be 
modified to conform with the law. 
"The implementation of the Writ 
of Possession .. is held in 
abeyance, pending payment by pe- 
titioners to Piateo of the amount of 
P3,002,125,000, representing the 
proferred value of the Naia 3 facili 
Чез," the Supreme Court said. 


Just compensation 

Tt said that upon the effectivity of 
the writ of possession, the govem- 
ment was authorized to start imple- 
mentation of the Naia 3 project “by 
performing acts that are essential to 
the operation” of the project. 

“RTC Branch 117 is hereby di- 
rected, within 60 days from final- 
ity of this decision, to determine 
the just compensation to be paid 
to Piatco by the government,” the 
high tribunal said. 


He bandled 
sensational cases 


By Maricar Tolosa 
PDI Research 


AMAN WHO LIVED AN APPAR- 
ently checkered life, Henrick E 
Gingoyon had been involved in 
high profile cases in his career as 
an activist lawyer and judge. 

© Jan. 4, 2005—He ruled 
that Piatco can get a deposit of 
$62.3 million. 

‘© June 27, 2002—He or- 
dered the arrest of lawyer Char- 
ito Planas of Nayong Pilipino, 
Yor allegedly defying a tempo- 
rary restraining order barring 
the closure of the theme park. 
Planas posted bail and the 
charges were later dropped. 

July 2002—He sentenced 
Indonesian Agus Dwikarna, 
said to have links to terror lead- 
ег Fathur Rohman al-Ghozi, to 
up to 17 years in prison for ille- 
gal possession of firearms. 

* August 1998—He was 


At stake: SC independence with СМА 11 appointees 


From page Al 
public scrutiny because the in- 
stitution has become “suspect” 
with the unusually high number 
of Arroyo appointees, Bautista 
said. 
is can only be cured if the 
: people she appoints will be true 
* to their oath,” he said. 

The independence of the 
Supreme Court is expected to be 
tested if it is forced to decide on 
Ms Arroyo's preference to change 
the Constitution and shift to a 


parliamentary form of govern- 
ment. 


Like-minded appointees 

Packing the high court with Ar- 
royo appointees is reminiscent of 
US President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt who, at one point in his 
four elected terms, had appoint- 
ed all of the 9-member US 
‘Supreme Court. 

Bautista said Roosevelt ap- 
pointed “like-minded” individ- 
uals to the Supreme Court to 


ensure that his New Deal pro- 
gram aimed at towing the US 
economy out of depre 
would be implemented without 
delay. 

“They were like-minded in 
the sense that Roosevelt's ap- 
pointees shared his philosophy 
that the government needed to 
be proactive. But in the Philip- 
pines, alliances here are not 
based on philosophy but on loy- 
alty to the appointing person,” 
Bautista said. 


Before former Supreme Court 
Chief Justice Hilario Davide re- 
tired on Dec. 20, there were al- 
ready nine Arroyo-appointed jus- 
tices—Antonio Carpio, Ma. Alicia 
Austria-Martinez, Renato Coro- 
na, Conchita Carpio-Morales, 
Adolfo Azcuna, Dante Tinga, 
Cancio Garcia, Romeo Callejo Sr, 
and Minita Chico-Nazario. 


12 justices in’07 
By next year, the President 
would have 12 justices appointed 


Big cheats in Little League exposed 


From page Al 
tended by the players from my 
hometown who came to be 
known as the Zamboanga Six. 

We soon discovered that Jemar 
Alfaro, Ignacio Ramacho, Marlon 
Pantaleon and Expedito Alvarez 
were not enrolled at the Culianan. 
Elementary School as claimed by 
league officials, including the 
school principal. 

They were actually sopho- 
mores at the Culianan National 
High School. 

Tt was also revealed that the 
team’s captain, Allan Bitun, was 
actually studying at the National 
High School West while the sixth 
player, Ricardo Marcos, was а 
student at the Zamboanga Na- 
tional High School-Main. 

When I went back to the Cu- 
tanan Elementary School, its of- 
ficials refused to show me the 
boys’ records, saying they could 
not be found. 

It was around this time that 
the threats and warnings from 
team officials and the boys’ par- 
ents began. 

Someone slashed the tires and 
the seat of my motorcycle which 
was parked outside the school. 


Admits to violation 
In the course of my research, 
the team’s coach Eduardo Toribio 


admitted that Little League 
Philippines had violated the Little 
League International's strict rules 
on "district" representation. 

That revelation forced the 
hand of the country’s Little 
League administrator, who wrote 
the mother organization admit- 
ting to the violation. 

(Little League International 
would soon disqualify the Zam- 
boanga team and award the 
championship to the losing final- 
ist, Long Beach of California. The 
basis for the disqualification was 
the admission by the local Little 
League administrator that only 
six players from the original Zam- 
boanga lineup had gone on to 
play in the World Series. The 
eight other players had come 
from Luzon. The sanction had 
nothing to do with the players’ 
ages or Mendoza's allegations 
and the Inguiner’s subsequent in- 
vestigation.) 

Pressure began to mount for 
the INQUIRER to prove the veracity 
of its stories. Initially, we faced a 
blank wall in a city bent on keep- 
ing its dark secret. But then, it 
was just a matter of time before 
things began to unravel and 
greed blew the lid off what the 
city was trying to hide. 

‘The lure of the Pl-million do- 
nation from then President Fidel 


V Ramos, the $3,000 that a 
wealthy Zamboanguefio gave the 
players in the US and promises of 
scholarships and advertising con- 
tracts proved the undoing of the 
web of deceit that the Little 
League officials had foisted on 
the country and the world. 


Borrowed identities 

No one seemed to be satisfied 
with his share of the “loot.” Not 
the parents of the six Zamboanga 
players and certainly not the par- 
ents of the children whose identi- 
ties were "borrowed" and who 
now felt they had been short- 
changed. 

So when we began the re- 
search for the six-part series that 
appeared in the Ingumer in 
November 1992, we stepped into 
a mine that was ready to explode 
with shocking revelations. 

Much of my information came 
from Josefina Florentino, 52, and 
her son, Elvin, the city’s best 
catcher and one of the players 
who did not get to go to the 05 
because some of the Zamboanga 
team members were replaced by 
the selection from Luzon, a viola- 
tion of district representation. 

Florentino said her son had 
been discarded like a “rag.” She 
said her son became envious of 
the six Zamboanga players who 


had bought BMX bikes with their 
victory money. 

The father of the real Ignacio 
Ramacho complained that they 
were given only P100, a Tshirt 
and a pair of shoes instead of the 
5,000 promised for the use of 
his son's identity. 

Other parens, neighbors, 
teachers, classmates, teammates 
and coaches also had their stories 
ofbetrayal and deception. 


Overaged hi-school studes 

Thus, we managed to establish 
that the six Zamboanga players 
were not who they claimed to be 
but were in fact overaged high 
school students. They had as- 
sumed the identities of real kids 
who were 12 years old and under. 

The boy who assumed the 
name Allan Bitun, the captain 
and skipper of the team, was ac- 
tually Juniper Pinero, a 14-year- 
old high school sophomore. Je- 
mar Alfaro was really 16-year-old 
Alvin Alfaro, a cousin. 

Ignacio Ramacho was actually 
Ernesto Vinarao, 13; Marlon Pan- 
taleon was really Melvin Pantale- 
оп, 14, his elder brother; Expedi- 
to Alvarez was Gilbert Alvarez, 
15, and Ricardo Marcos was actu- 
ally Rodel Marcos, 14. 

Carol Arguillas tracked down 
earlier Little League “stars” who 


Underdogs, wag your tails, 2006 is your year 


From page Al 
their due, revolutions are suc- 
cessful, polities are liberal, and 
social ‘oppression is opposed,” 
said Susan Levitt, a San Francis- 
co-based tarot card reader, as- 
trologer and feng shui consul- 
tant. 

It wont be а dog-eat-dog 
world, after all, but “a time of 
fairness and equality” Levitt 
added, "Integrity and honesty are 
the values that lead to success un- 
der the Dog's watchful and just 


influence." 

Even though global turmoil 
and instability will continue, the. 
scale of civil wars and interna- 
tional conflicts will come down, 
Guptha said. 


Or year of compromises? 
The guru also had a message 
relevant to the on-and-off 
peace negotiations between the 
government and the Moro and 
communist rebels: “Initiatives 
of the previous years will lead 


to peace talks which in turn 
could result in amicable settle- 
ments.” 

Chinese astrology marks 2006 
as, more precisely, the year of the 
“Fire Dog." 

Officially, the Fire Dog isn’t 
unleashed until the next Chi- 
nese New Year which begins this 
Jan. 29. It reigns till Feb. 17, 
2007. 

The last Dog year was 1994, 
and before it 1910, 1922, 1934, 
1946, 1958, 1970, and 1982. 


In Guptha's forecast, the good 
feng shui configurations of 2006 
are something to bark about. 


Taming epidemics 

“The Year of the Dog symbol- 
izes Fire and Earth,” he explained. 
“In the productive cycle of feng 
shui, Fire gives birth to Earth. So 
the basic elemental relationship is 
positive and quite strong.” 

He sees a “huge positive surge” 
toward addressing world prob- 
Jems, like global warming and en- 


following her designation of Jus- 
tice Artemio Panganiban (an ap- 
pointee of former President Fidel 
V Ramos) as the new chief justice 
and her choice for the vacant 
15th seat. 

Only four justices have been 
appointed by рай presi- 
dents—Reynato Puno and 
Leonardo Quisumbing (Ramos) 
and Consuelo Ynares-Santiago 
and Angelina Sandoval Gutierrez 
(former President Joseph Estra- 
da). 


had also been made to assume 
the identifies of younger boys. 
She discovered that after their 
stars had faded after lifelong 
identity crises, the Little League 
“greats” were leading miserable 
lives. 


‘Golden Boy’ 

One such player was buried un- 
der the name "Golden Boy" the 
moniker he made famous in base- 
ball. His tomb bears no other 
пате, no date of birth or of death. 
Officially his name was Cipriano 
Alvarez Jr—some say he was actu- 
ally Luis Alvarez. But his supposed 
father, Cipriano Alvarez, insisted 
he did not have a junior. So when 
he died in a vehicular accident in 
1985 nobody really cared—he was 
simply "Golden Boy" 

Another tragic story was that of 
Edgardo Alvarez (no relation to 
"Golden Boy") who grew up using 
the name Gil Manuel. Two years 
after playing tot baseball for the 
country in San Diego, California, as 
the 12-year-old Manuel, he enlist- 
ed in the Navy under his real name 
(Alvarez) and suited up to play 
baseball in the AFP Olympics. 

The constabulary coach, base- 
ball great Filomeno Codifiera, rec- 
ognized him as Gil Manuel. He 
should know, Codiñera said, hav- 
ing coached the tot baseball team 


vironmental protection. 

“Tackling epidemics, resource 
sharing, national and internation- 
al cooperation will become the 
trend of the year,” he said, to a 
point in which mankind would in- 
creasingly embrace the notion of 
an “inspiring New World Order" 


Less marital breakups 
Moderate to fast economic re- 
covery will be seen and a general 
improvement in living conditions 
may be witnessed, Guptha added. 


GMA's dinner talk in Baguio turns to canine cuisine 


From page Al 

Macapagal-Arroyo finally found 
the chance to ask about dog meat 
during a dinner she hosted on 
‘Tuesday at The Mansion, her offi- 
cial residence in Baguio City. 

Ms Arroyo did not ask to be 
served dog meat nor did she pass 
judgment on people who eat dog 
meat dishes. 


Streakfor exotic food 
But conversation at dinner did 
-reveal the First Familys adventur- 
^ ров streak—they enjoy exotic food. 
Ms Arroyo traces her roots to 
Pampanga, equally known for its 
fine culinary tradition and line of 
exotic dishes made from the most 
„unusual ingredients, among 
. them frogs (tugak), mole crickets 


(kamaru), snakes, field rats and 
monitor lizards (bayawak). 

“Dog meat keeps you warm, does 
it not?” Ms Arroyo said, tuming to 
Baguio Mayor Braulio Yaranon. 

She said she was no stranger to 
unusual cuisine, relating how her 
Pampanga childhood had intro- 
duced her to toasted or grilled 
balang (locust). 

When the President visits Pam- 
panga, she is usually served the 
local exotic cuisine, including 
adobong kamaru and bayawak, 
and stuffed tugak. 

She is also known for her fond- 
ness for buro (fermented rice with 
fish and shrimp) which she uses as a 
dip for fresh vegetables and burong 
talangka (salted fresh crables), 

Ms Arroyo's interest was picked 


by Yaranon’s talk of grilled fruit 
bats with meter-wide wingspans, 
a delicacy of La Union province. 

But she said her knowiedge of 
dog meat was rudimentary. Dog 
‘meat is popular because it keeps the 
human temperature high in cold 
weather, she told her dinner com- 
panions which included Yaranon, 
First Gentleman Jose Miguel "Mike" 
Arroyo, Press Secretary Ignacio 
Bunye and four local reporters. 

Ms Arroyo's observations about 
the attractions of dog meat were 
characteristic of lowlanders, said 
photographer Tommy Најада, 
who has made a career of docu- 
‘menting ancient Cordillera rituals. 

“Many come [to Baguio] to eat 
dog because they were told it has 
chemical properties that keep the 


eater warm in a cold climate,” 
Hafalla said in a phone interview. 


Not on menu 

Dog meat is served as a spicy 
stew or or sold in grilled slabs in 
food stalls in Baguio and Benguet, 
but is rarely put on the menu of 
the establishments that serve it. 

Republic Act No. 8485, or the 
‘Animal Welfare Act of 1998, 
makes it a crime to sell dog meat, 
although it makes an exception of 
the Cordillera communities that 
use dogs as ritual offerings. 

Section 6 of RA 8485 allows 
the slaughter of dogs “when it is 
done as part of the religious ritu- 
als of an established religion or 
sect ог а ritual required by tribal 
or ethnic custom of indigenous 


cultural communities.” 

But animal rights activists are 
seeking to have that provision delet- 
ed, according to one of Ms Arroyo's 
dinner guests, who is a dog breeder 

He told the President that 
Baguio's dog meat trade was be- 
ing closely monitored by authori- 
ties because of pressure from for- 
eign animal rights groups. 


Animal rights groups 

А London-based animal rights 
group actually hired anthropolo- 
gists in 2001 to prove that 
Benguet was disqualified from 
serving dog meat because its in- 
digenous rituals did not reveal 
any evidence of it having a “dog 
culture," according to one of the 
group's former employees. 


found inside a suspected Pasay 
sex den raided by the National 
Bureau of Investigation. He lat- 
er said he was not а customer 
but was at the place as a visitor 
after a friend invited him. 

* Prior to being named 
Pasay City judge, Gingoyon 
was state prosecutor for 10 
years. 

ө Among the sensational 
cases he handled asa prosecutor 
were the bribery case involving 
ex-Gen, Dictador Alqueza, the 
Kidnap-slaying of former IBP 
president Eugene Tan and the 
shooting of Alvin Vinculado. 

* Before entering govern- 
ment service, Gingoyon was 
counsel for leftist groups, such 
as the Bagong Alyansang Mak- 
abayan and the Kilusang Mayo 
Uno, in his native Cebu City. He 
also served as Сери secretary 
general for the Anti-Bases 
Coalition. 


Puno, who is rumored to be 
next in line to Panganiban who: 
will retire next year, will reach? 
the mandatory retirement age of: 
70 on May 17, 2010. Sandoval- 

Gutierrez will retire in 2008, and 
Quisumbing and Ynares-Santia- 
goin 2009. 

The watch urges the public to: 
submit positive or negative infor- 
mation on high court nominees to 
ensure greater transparency and 
to encourage broader public par- 
ticipation. 


where Manuel was one of his stars. 


Tragic end 

It ended Alvarez-Manuel's base- 
ball career. When Arguillas found 
him in Zamboanga seven years lat- 
er, he was working as a ditch dig- 
ger. The real Gil Manuel was no 
bester off as a kangkong gatherer. 

‘The six-part Ingumer series on the 
Little League fiasco began on Nov 7, 
1992, long after Zamboanga had 
been disqualified as world champion. 

Midway through the series, the 
Senate committee on youth and 
spons development had been about. 
to release its findings that Zamboan- 
заз disqualification was "arbitrary 
whimsical and capricious.” The com- 
mittee had to revise its report. 

Little League International ap- 
pointed а new administrator in 
the Philippines, which has since 
failed to qualify a team beyond 
the Far East Little League Series. 

Long Beach, which was listed 
the record books as having won 6- 
0 over the Philippines Zamboanga 
team in the 1992 Little League 
World Series championship, went 
on to defend the title the next year. 

While age-cheating and name- 
switching continue in age-group 
sports competitions here and 
abroad, Little League baseball in 
the Philippines has since been un- 
tainted by any scandal. 


A sincere attempt for urban re- 
newal will be started. The under- 
privileged will get to have lot of 
attention. 

On a personal level, this year 
will also see more marriages and 
a lot less breakups than in previ- 
ous years. 

“Faith and commitments will 
be rewarded whereas devious- 
ness and treachery will be pun- 
ished,” he wrote, "Marital bliss 
will in general, be quietly satisfy- 
ing.” 


‘The same group hires agents to 
spy on eateries serving dog meat so 
the group and animal control offi 
cials to track down their suppliers. 

Police has intercepted 
Baguio-bound jeepneys and trucks 
from Southern Luzon that trans- 
port dogs packed into small cages, 

But Hafalla maintains that all 
Cordillera tribes have remnants of 
a dog culture, even if rituals involv- 
ing dogs are rarely performed. 

Dog sacrifices are more com- 
mon in Sagada and other Mt, 
Province villages that perform the” 
daw-es, a cleansing ritual that re- 
quires the sacrifice of a black dog 
to ward off an anito (ancestral 
spirit) that is out to do harm. With 
a report from Tonette Orejas, 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 
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Bush extends antiterror law 


CRAWFORD, TEXAS—PRESI- 
dent George W. Bush on Friday 
signed legislation extending key 
provisions of the antiterrorism 
USA Patriot Act until Feb. 3 and 
a bill that bans cruel and inhu- 
mane treatment of prisoners, 
despite initial resistance to both 
measures. 


The United States 
has been criticized 
for its handling of 
prisoners after the 
abuse scandal at the 
Abu Ghraib prison in 
Iraq, harsh interro- 
gations at Guan- 
tanamo Bay, Cuba, 
and reports of secret. 
CIA prisons overseas 
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BUSH 


for terrorism suspects. 

‘The provision on the treatment of de- 
tainees was included in a defense spending 
bill. Bush had initially threatened to veto leg- 
islation that contained that measure, but 
backed off after congressional votes showed 
‘overwhelming 
support for the 
amendment 
pushed by Sen. 
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John McCain, an Arizona Republican who 
was a former prisoner of war in the Vietnam 
conflict. 

"US law and policy already prohibit tor- 
ture,” Bush said in a statement. “Our policy 
has also been not to use cruel inhuman or 
degrading treatment, at home or abroad. 
"This legislation now makes that a matter of 
statute for practices abroad.” In a concession. 
to the White House, the bill curbs the ability 
of inmates at Guantanamo to challenge their 
detention in federal court. 

"Тако appreciate the legislation's elimina- 
tion of the hundreds of claims brought by 
terrorists at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, that 
challenge many different aspects of their de- 
tention and that are now pending in our 
courts,” Bush said. 

On the Patriot Act, Bush had strongly 
pushed for а permanent renewal, but 
Congress passed a temporary extension to 
allow more time to consider civil liberties 
protections. 

"The Patriot Act was a response to the Sept. 
11 attacks and expandéd the authority of the 
federal government to conduct secret 
searches, obtain private records and inter- 
cept telephone calls, among other activities 


10 YEARS AFTER eed 
Gulf war syndrome persists 


CHICAGO—"GULF WAR SYNDROME," 
a debilitating multi-symptom affliction 
identified in many soldiers after the 
1991 conflict in Kuwait, is likely to 
strike US troops fighting in Iraq, a new 
study shows. 

The syndrome, which proved hard to di- 
agnose because it manifested itself in many 
different аййспопв, remained widespread 
among US troops 10 years after the Gulf 
War ended, according to the study, lead- 
authored by Melvin Blanchard, assistant 
professor of medicine at Washington Uni- 
versity School of Medicine in St. Louis, Mis- 
sour. Blanchard's study will be published 
in January in the American Journal of Epi- 
demiology. 

A comprehensive medical evaluation of 
some 2,189 Gulf War veterans between 
1999 and 2001 found that 28.9 percent of 
those deployed suffered from the affiction 
د‎ decade after the war The rate for soldiers 
not deployed to the Gulf War was more 
than half that, and usually notas severe. 

The study's results suggest that soldiers 
fighting in Iraq today—many of whose 
tours of duty are much longer than those in 


to track down suspected terror cells 

"Our law enforcement community needs 
this, he's not satisfied with a one-month ex- 
tension, But we've got to get that in place, 
and weve got to work with them to get it 
permanently reextended,” said White 
House spokesperson Trent Duffy. 

‘The debate over whether some of the pro- 
visions infringe too much on civil liberties be- 
came more heated after the revelation that 
Bush authorized the National Security Agen- 
cy to conduct a domestic eavesdropping op- 
eration on Americans with suspected ties to 
terrorism without seeking court approval. 

Among the civil protections being debated 
in Congress are rules for “roving” wiretaps of 
suspects who use multiple telephones and 
court orders for records for businesses, li- 
braries, bookstores and personal medical 
records. 

The Patriot Act extension and defense 
spending legislation were among several 
bills signed into law by Bush while on vaca- 
tion at his Texas ranch. The $453.3 billion 
defense spending bill included $50 billion for 
military operations in Iraq and Afghanistan 
until Congress acts on another emergency 
‘war supplemental next year. Reuters 


xor 


the previous war—are likely to experience 
Gulf War syndrome as well. 

“It's not unique to the Gulf” Blanchard 
told AFP"It probably means there sa base- 
line in the (deployed) population, and the 
non-deployed reflect what happens in the 
general population. The military is trying 
to take better care of the soldiers’ mental 
health in the field and that may have some 
bearing on the outcome, but still expect to 
see CMI in those soldiers who are in Iraq 
now when they retum,” Blanchard said. 

The long-term impacts could be severe, 
the study said, because those suffering 
from the syndrome were twice as likely to 
‘experience heart attacks, diabetes and liver 
disease. Gulf War syndrome is the popular 
пате for chronic multisymptom illness 
complex, or СМІ. It was first identified by 
the Centers for Disease Control in 1994 af- 
ter thousands of returning troops com- 
plained of unexplained symptoms. 

It is defined as having symptoms that 
fall into two of the three following group- 
ings for more than six months: fatigue, 
mood and cognitive symptoms and muscu- 
loskeletal pain. AFP 
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US secret 
wiretap leak 
probed 


WASHINGTON—THE US JUS- 
tice Department has opened a 
probe into the leaking of classi- 
fied information which revealed 
that President George W. Bush 
had authorized a secret govern- 
ment wiretap program, an official 
source said Friday. 

“We have opened an investiga- 
tion into the unauthorized discio- 
sure of classified information relat- 
ed to the NSA (National Security 
Agency), said a Justice Department 
official who requested anonymity. 

The probe was opened after Bush 
earlier this month urged a "full 
vestigation” into who leaked infor- 
mation about the secret govem- 
ment wiretap program. It is un- 
known who was behind the leak re- 
vealing the secret program, al- 
though media reports have suggest- 
ed that some agents were con- 
cemed about the program's legality. 

The presidents call for a probe 
came after US media reported that 
Bush had authorized the NSA to en- 
gage in an operation to monitor 
massive volumes of telephone and 
Internet communications. 

However, the White House said 
Friday it had no role in the Justice 

Department's decision to investigate 
the leak. 

“The Justice Department under- 
took this action on its own, which is 
the way it should be,” White House 
spokesperson Trent Duffy told re- 
porters in Crawford, Texas, where 
Bush was enjoying a year-end vaca- 
tion on his ranch. 

But he added: “The White House 
was informed of the decision, as was. 
the president.” Domestic spying is a 
sensitive issue for many Americans 
who are proud of their civil liberties. 
Similar revelations about domestic 
spying led о legislation in the 1970s 
that allows wiretapping but requires 
government agencies to obtain a 
special court warrant for it. 

But Bush and his aides have 
stressed that the eavesdropping or- 
der was limited to those suspected 
of ties to al-Qaida, as part of the ad- 
ministration’s “war on terror” 
Rights groups have criticized the 
"White House about the NSA pro- 
gram, which was initiated on a se- 
cret 2002 order from Bush. AFP 
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WonRLDBRIEFS 
3 British hostages freed 


GAZA—A 25-year-old British human rights 
worker and her parents were freed in the. 
Gaza Strip on Friday by Palestinian gunmen 
who kidnapped them two days earlier. A pre- 
viously unknown group calling itself 
Brigades of the Mujahideen-Jerusalem said it 
seized Kate Burton, her father Hugh and 
mother Helen to demand British and Euro- 
pean pressure on Israel and freed them as a 
gesture of goodwill. The Burtons passed 
through Gaza City briefly before being 
whisked away towards Israel in diplomatic 
cars with darkened windows. "They are well 
and in good spirits. They are currently with 
officials from our Consulate General in 
Jerusalem,” said a statement from the British 
Foreign Office. "She was not hurt, her par- 
ents were okay and she plans to visit Gaza 
next week," sald Adnan Hajjar, а colleague of 
Burton's. 


Florida teen heads for US 
after risky Iraq adventure 


BAGHDAD—A 16-YEAR-OLD 3 
from Florida who traveled to É 
one of the world's most dan- 
gerous places without telling 
his parents left Baghdad on Fri- 
day to begin his journey home, 
the US Embassy said, drawing 
to a close an adventure that 
‘could have cost him his life. 

‘The mother of Farris Hassan, 
the prep school junior whom 
US officials took custody of in 
Baghdad this week, said she 
was "grateful" he was headed 
back. Shatha Atiya said she al- 
ready knew what her first 
‘words would be to her son. 

“Thank God youre alive,’ 
then ГЇ collapse for a few hours 
and then sit down and have a 
long discussion about his conse- 
quences," she said in Fort Laud- 
erdale. 

Consul General Richard B. 
Hermann said Friday that Has- 
san “safely departed Baghdad.” 
He reiterated warnings by the 
‘State Department and embassy 
against traveling to Iraq. Forty 
American citizens have been 
kidnapped since the war started 
in March 2003, of whom 10 
have been killed, a US official 
said. About 15 remain missing. 

“This young American is now 
on his way back home to his 
family in the United States," 
Hermann said. 

Hassan spoke to The Associ- 
ated Press early Friday, several 
hours before the embassy an- 
mouncement, and he was still 
under the impression that he 
would be following his personal 
travel itinerary, which had him 
leaving the country by himself 
‘on Sunday. He hadn't even been 
aware that the story of his per- 
ous travels was published 
around the world—or that his 
mother was being interviewed 
on television. 
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“I don't have any Internet ac- 
cess here in the Green Zone, so 1 
have no idea what's going on," 
he said. 

А military officer accompany- 
ing him, who did not identify 
himself, said it was his task to 
get Hassan “safe and sound to 
the United States." 

The embassy refused to re- 
lease any further details about 
his travel, and it wasn't known 
when he would arrive home in 
Florida. Hassan has three older 
siblings who are all enrolled at 
universities. A brother, 23-year- 
old Hayder Hassan, called the 
trip “absolutely mind-boggling.’ 
“1 just want him back,” he said. 

Farris Hassan, who attends 
Pine Crest School, an academy 
of about 700 students in Fort 
Lauderdale, left the United 
States on Dec. 11 and traveled 
to Kuwait, where he thought he 
could take a taxi into Baghdad 
and witness the Dec. 15 parlia- 
mentary elections. 

A devoted history student, 
Hassan had recently taken a 
course in "immersion journal- 
ism" and read the works of jour- 
nalists like John McPhee, a writ- 
er who lives the Ше of his subject 
їп order to better understand it, 
He said he wanted to under- 
stand better what Iraqis are li 
ing through. 
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Indonesian blast kills 6 
PALU, Indonesla—A bomb blast rocked a 
crowded Christian market selling pork ahead 
of New Year celebrations in eastern Indone- 
sia on Saturday, killing six people and 
wounding 45, polica said. The blast in Palu, 
capital of Central Sulawesi province, comes 
amid warnings of militant violence during the 
Christmas and New Year season in Indone- 
sia. Pork is forbidden to Muslims, but east- 
ern indonesia has large pockets of Chris- 
tians. Bystanders carried bloodied shoppers 
from the makeshift market toa road, putting 
them in passing cars to be taken to the hospi- 
tal. One man screamed as he held up his. 
bloodied arms. "It was a homemade bomb. It 
was full of nails," sald national police 
spokesperson, Maj. Gen. Paulus Purwoko. 
Reuters 


25 Sudan refugees killed 
CAIRO—The death toll among Sudanese 
refugees during violent clashes with Egyp- 
tian police has risen to 25, judicial sources 
said Saturday. The refugees died after sever- 
ai thousand riot police wielding batons and 
water cannon on Friday forcibly removed 
hundreds of Sudanese who had been staging 
a protest outside UN offices in Cairo for three 
months. A judicial inquiry has been opened 
Into the deadly violence. investigators went 
toa Cairo morgue where they found the bod- 
ies of 25 victims from the clashes, Judicial 
sources told AFP. 


Reading Comprehension & Voc. Dev't 
Conversational English 
English Pronunciation 


2hoursaday 15 days 

Classes: January 9 to 27 
February 6 to 24 
March 6 to 24 


Saturday Class Offerings 


Seminar on Teaching English asa Foreign/Second Language 

(Methods and Principles of Teaching EFL/ESL) 
Seminar- Workshop on English Conversational Fluency for Office Personńel 
Advanced Conversational English Business English 
Oral Communication (Public Speaking) English for Law Students & Bar Examinees 
English Proficiency forFilipinos Englishin Legal Parlance 
Effective Writing for Filipinos English forthe Deaf 


Languages 


*Mandarin * Japanese 


*Filipino for Foreigners 
Arrangements can be made for: 


"Tutorials _ УЗресја! Group Class — *Saturday Class 
Review classes for: *TOEFL —*TOEIC 85 
Fordetails, pleasecontact: 

De La Salle University-Center for Languáge Learning 

Telephone Nos.: 521-9345, 303-9809, 523-8888 loc. 257 


"Evening Class 
*TSE — "IELTS 
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Getting real 


NE FINDING OF THE LATEST SOCIAL WEATHER 
0 Stations survey, released at the right time by an in- 
creasingly media-savvy SWS staff, is now being 
used as evidence that, despite everything, the Filipino re- 
"mains an incurable optimist. Depending on how we de- 
fine our terms, however, it may well be that Filipino opti 
mism is actually what is holding the country back, rather 
than pushing it forward. 
+ EDITORIAL _ The SWS survey, taken during the last 
few days of November and the first days 
of December, shows an increase in the number of Fil- 
ipinos who say they face the new year with hope ("pag- 
asa,” in the survey questionnaire), rather than fear 
(“pangamba”). 

From 81 percent the year before, the total rose to 85 
percent. (Conversely, the number of Filipinos who said 
they faced the new year with fear dropped from 18 per- 
cent to 12 percent.) Compared with the Germans, who pi- 
oneered the hope vs. fear opinion poll—and whose hope 
index has not risen above 58 percent since German reuni- 
fication in 1991—we are a slaphappy people, almost gid- 
dy with good cheer. 

Tn its press statement, the SWS noted that "Hopeful- 
ness about the coming year 2006 is widespread in all ar- 
eas—88 percent in Visayas, 87 percent in Metro Manila, 
84 percent in Mindanao and 83 percent in Balance Lu- 
zon.” It added: "Compared to a year ago, New Year hope 
is up by 10 points in Metro Manila, by 7 points in Visayas 
and by 5 points in Balance Luzon. In Mindanao, it slightly 
declined by 3 points.” (The survey's margin of error is 
plus or minus 3 for nationwide figures and plus or minus 
6 for regional figures.) 

At first blush, these numbers (except perhaps for those 
related to Mindanao) tell the sare old story: the Filipino's 
bamboo-like resilience, his things-will-get-better spirit, his 
incorrigible glass-is-half-full nature. In a year marked by 
serious scandal, at a time when many of the nation's insti- 
tutions came under attack or a pall of doubt, the Filipino 
seems ready to let bygones be bygones and—to use one of 
the catchphrases of the year—move on. 

This explanation (one of several, we hasten to add) is 
what makes the President and her defenders sleep better 
at night; the Filipino views what's coming up with more 
hope than fear because he finds it easy to forgive and to 
forget what had gone before. 

They may want to wake up. The “New Year hope” index 
in the fourth quarter of 2000, at the start of the Estrada im- 
peachment trial, was 87 percent, At the time the survey 
was conducted, the people-powered ouster of a popular 
president could not have been on any respondent's list of 
possible scenarios, And yet two months after that survey, 
where a statistically greater majority of Filipinos said they 
faced the new year with hope rather than fear, Joseph 
Estrada was packing his bags. 

This turn of events begs the question: Just whatis the re- 
lation of a perception poll (like the SWS survey) about 
hope and fear to reality as we know it? 

The 2005 survey was taken almost exactly at the same 
time as the country’s successful hosting of the Southeast 
Asian Games; did our accumulation of victories color the 
survey question? The 2004 survey had worse numbers, 
but the survey period took place before the sudden death 
of opposition presidential candidate Fernando Poe Jr. 
Where did that year's pessimistic strain come from? 

We do not even know whether there are sensible an- 
swers to these and similar questions. This does not mean, 
though, that hope or fear surveys do not have a role to play 
in public discourse. They do; at the very least, they can 

"help us understand our peculiar brand of optimism. 

Hopefulness, per se, is not an indicator of national 
progress or economic well-being. If it were, Germany 
would not be the world’s third or fourth largest economy. 
But we do think that optimism about the future is all about 
expectations. Living a better life in the coming year is a le- 
gitimate expectation, but it is not the same as expecting a 
higher quality of life; the latter expectation does not ac- 
cept “puwede na” or makeshift standards. 

in other words, we may be incurable optimists because 
we expect too little—of the future, or from ourselves. We 
let alleged crimes slide by because we do not demand an 
accounting; we are happy to continue eating two square 
meals a day and call that progress. Enough already, If this 
is optimism, lets all get real. 
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THESE ARE MY WISHES FOR 2006 THAT BE- 
gins this Sunday, the first day of the first week 
of the promising New Year. I wish they will all 
come true and with the guidance of Almighty 
God bring us to an altruistic and more reward- 
ing life. 

І wish that the warfare in Iraq and 
Afghanistan and between India and Pakistan 
and other parts of the world will end not only 
today but in the eternal future as envisioned in 
the UN Charter 

Iwish that the Jews and the Arabs will end 
their centuries-old conflict and resolve to join 
hands in a new brotherhood of different faiths 
and a common aspiration for peace and the 
end of all hostilities, 

Twish that the United States will desist from 
acting as the policeman of the world and in- 
stead assume the role of a sympathetic helper 
to all nations in need of its assistance but not 
its interference in their internal affairs. 

1 wish that the terrorism intimidating the 
‘world will end in a new spirit of international 
cooperation in the pursuit of worthwhile ob- 
jectives like the alleviation of poverty, the con- 
quest of disease, and the promotion of human 
rights, 

T wish for the spread of education through- 
out the world, especially in its benighted re- 
gions, where arts and letters will flourish and 
science and technology will excite the curious 
mind and assist the working hand, 

1 wish for the deepening of religion by all 
faiths that worship the same God, although 
with different names, as a moral force for the 
attainment of a good and selfless life before 
the soul departs for another realm. 

T wish for a longer life expectancy for chil- 


New Year wishes 
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dren, whether they survive in the fastnesses of 
forests or dwell in the sophisticated cities, that 
they may be fascinated by the changing won- 
ders of this earth and the mysteries of outer 
space. 

Twish for the eradication of all slums, where 
human beings live in cramped and dirty hov- 
els, as in the Rome that Nero burned and even 
now in this modern age, that rob their dwellers 
of their health and comfort, their hopes for a 
better future, and their pride and self respect. 

1 wish for all mankind that indestructible 
faith in the power of the Almighty, whatever is 
His name, to grant us new amazing discoveries 
in our own earth and in other mysterious plan- 
ets that will make our lives a challenging ad- 
venture into the still unknown universe. 

wish for all the peoples on this earth, what- 
ever their color or creed or condition, the in- 
eluctable truth that they all live together in one 
world that belongs to all of them, to share, to 
enjoy, to protect, and to enrich, 

1 wish all of us to remember that Nature is a 
gift to us from the Creator who brought it out 
ofthe mists of forgotten time, to thrill us with 
the metamorphosis of the delicate butterfly 
the serenity of the verdant meadows, the 
strength of the boulders in the forbidding 
mountains, the terrible thunder in the skies 


and the roaring of the waves in the angry seas, 
and, јез, the color and fragrance of the rose in 
bloom. 

‘And for our country, our beloved Philip- 
pines, these are my fervent wishes, 

Twish for the blessings of peace throughout 
the land where the people can live in peace de- 
spite their differences in ideology, religion, so- 
cial status, manner of livelihood, political lo 
alties, physical attributes, and other superficial 
disparities that now separate rather than unite 
them into one indivisible nation. 

Twish for that approachable future, hopeful- 
ly soon and perhaps as early as in this brand- 
new year, when many of our people will not 
have to work elsewhere, away from family and 
home in some distant lands, many às domestic. 
helpers and even as misplaced professionals, 
because their own country cannot give them 
the honest living they can find only in foreign 
shores. 

1 wish for a new group of leaders, from 
Malacafiang through Congress and the 
Supreme Court and the local officials down to 
the lowly barangay, that will give true meaning 
to the now empty aphorism that a public office 
is a public trust, to be discharged with full de- 
votion to the public interest as their highest 
and noblest goal, 

То wish is to aspire for something that can- 
not be attained, as where an idiot wishes he 
were a genius, To hope is to long for something 
that is possible and attainable, as where a stu- 
dent hopes to pass the bar examinations, So I 
have misused the word “wish” when 1 should 
have used "hope" instead in this wistful article 
What have wished for, after all, are not impos- 
sible dreams. 


‘Playerful’? Prayerful! 


WHEN A DEATH ROW CONVICT WAS ASKED 
{fhe had any final statement, he answered: "All 
want to express is my gratitude to my mother 
‘who never stopped loving me since my child- 
hood, all throughout my adolescent years, and 
in my adultery.” 

Today, the first day of the year is the 
solemnity of Mary, Mother of God. In To- 
day's gospel (Lk. 2, 16-21) we see Mary, a 
loving Mother so focused on her son Jesus. 
‘Amid the many mysteries and wonders that. 
went before and accompanied the birth of 
her Son, "Mary kept all these things, reflect- 
ing on them In her heart." Only a mother's 
heart can deeply and truly feel, sympathize, 
‘empathize and understand her own child, 
without conditions. Thank God for mothers. 
Thank God for Mama Mary, our Mother, 

There's a whole year ahead of us, A lot of 
things will happen this year, both good and 
bad, happy and sad. But let us take our cue 
from Mama Mary. Let us learn to reflect and 
ponder, to stay focused on her Son through it 
all, May we all be more prayerful and stay root- 
۵ه‎ in the divine will. Wishing you all more 
prayerful and reflective moments in the com- 
ing year. Perhaps we can all make this our New 
Year's resolution: To be more prayerful and less 
“playerful.” 

It's a new year! Fresh start, and new be- 
ginnings. Let us not be burdened by the 
could-have-been’s and the should-have- 
been's of the past year. Nelther should we be 
crippled with the what-if's and the maybe's 
of the coming year. Let us learn from Mama 
Mary. She was strong because she was а 
very focused person. If we are doing our 
best, and if we are obedient to God's will, 
then we need not look back with regrets, or 
look forward with fear, 


There was one Christmas moment I experi- 


МОМЕМТ5 


Fr Jerry M. y ees 

, ue 
Orbos, SD ан 
enced last December 24. On my way to our 
home for the noche buena, 1 happened to pass 
by a group of "cart people" in a dark corner 
somewhere in Kamuning. I stopped at the oth- 
er side of the street to observe them. They were 
Just sitting there, doing nothing, eating noth- 
ing. Imean, this was Christmas eve, and here I 
was about to enjoy a good meal with my fami- 
1y turned around, went back to my office and 
brought them some biscuits, fruits and what- 
ever little I could give them. It was a litle act of 
kindness that brought so much joy that could 
be seen on their faces. And as I drove on, 1 
thought I saw on my rear-view mirror that dark 
comer in Kamuning suddenly aglow with 
Christmas lights. 

‘There was another Christmas moment 
that happened when I prayed to Mama Mary 
to help me in our traditional Christmas gift- 
giving in Pangasinan. I have collected, from 
friends, pails, candies, toys, clothes; but I 
lacked fruits and drinks to make my list com- 
plete, So, as our Mama always told us since 
we were children, go tell Mama Mary, The 
next day, fruits and soft drinks were sent over 
by friends to my office as if they were ما‎ 
structed by Manta Mary to do just that, 


There was one light moment in my busy 
schedule last Christmas: After the Mass, a 10- 
year-old boy walked up to me, pulled out his 
wallet, and handed me a P100-bill without 
saying anything. For a moment, I Just stood 
there, looking at him in surprise and amaze- 
ment, I don't know what made him do it, For 


all you know, it was from his little savings. Or, 
maybe, he chose to forego a favorite toy. But he 
did it. And he did it in sincerity in humility, and 
with a smile. Big boys can surely learn a lot 
from this little boy. 

Perhaps, some of you still have some left- 
overs from the holidays. Remember: The 
spirit of Christmas giving and sharing does 
not end on Christmas day. Instead of letting 
your extras gather dust and moss for anoth- 
er year, why don't you clean up your cabi- 
nets and send them over to charitable insti- 
tutions, Better still, write out a cheque or 
send some cash, in gratitude for all the 
blessings you have received. An old song 
put it beautifully: “It's not the things you do 
at Christmas but the Christmas things you 
do the whole year through that makes 
Christmas." 

THINK ABOUT IT: "To realize the value of 
опе year, ask a student who failed and has to 
repeat one school year; to realize the value of 
one month, ask a mother who gave birth to a 
premature baby; to realize the value of one 
‘week, ask the editor of a weekly newspaper; to 
realize the value of one hour, ask lovers who 
are waiting to meet each other; to realize the 
value of one minute, ask a person who missed 
the train; to realize the value of one second, 
ask a person who just avoided an accident.” 
Yes, let us treasure every moment, and let us 
live each day of 2006 to the fullest, 

Iam praying that 2006 will be a better 
year for all of us, in all aspects, in Jesus’ 
name! Happy New Year Philippines! Happy 
New Year everyone! 

Don't forget, we have a Mother, We need 
not fear, for she is near. 

Amoment with the Lord 

Lord, help me to be less playerful and more 
prayerful in this new year, Amen. 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 1, 2006 


IN 1785, WITH THE ORGANIZATION OF THE 
Real Compania de Filipinas, the Philippines was 
opened to foreign commerce and became an ex- 
porter of hemp, sugar, tobacco, coconut oil and 
other products, To encourage greater agricultural 
activity, foreign banks and commercial houses 
made available credits and loans to small and 
large landowners. 

With this development, Ilocanos to the north, 
faced with a scarcity of arable land, started to 
ook, not justto the east at the Cagayan Valley but 
also to the south, particularly along the Pangasi- 
nan border. 

‘Around 1884, a young Ilocano couple, Urbano 
Morales and Catmen Lopez left their hometown 
of Vigan, Ilocos Sur and migrated to Dagupan, 
Pangasinan, After a short period, they decided to 
move farther south toward Pampanga. Up to the 
19th century, it took almost a day's journey by 
horse to travel from Dagupan to San Fernando, 
Pampanga, Much of the undergrowth in the jun- 
gles that separated the two areas consisted of a 
tough weed that the Aetas, the indigenous group 
living here, called tanlac or tarlac. The Aetas gave 
its name to this stretch of wilderness, Here, the 
young couple established their roots and through 
hard work and thriftiness, hallmarks of the Ilo- 
cano, they were able to accumulate large tracts of 
land which eventually became part of the munici- 
pality of Moncada in the new province of Tarlac. 

‘As the town prospered, particularly with the 
establishment of the Manila Railroad system, 
which had Moncada as one of its regular stops, 
the Morales family also became the most influen- 
tial and possibly the wealthiest in Moncada. To 
this day, the Morales family home serves as a 
landmark in the area. Its a bit run down; never- 
theless, one can still sense its old glory. 

‘Urbano and Carmen had three sons: Luis 
(1885-1941), Filadelfo (1887-1946), and Euse- 
bio (1888-1950). The Morales couple exempli- 
fied the ilustrado class at that time. Like other af- 
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fiuent Filipino parents, they were deeply con- 
scious of the importance of education as a source 
of new ideas which would hasten the growth and 
development of a strong and independent na- 
tion, 

‘The three Morales boys would grow up to be- 
come leading citizens of the community, Luis 
would finish law at the Escuela de Derecho in 
Manila and go into politics, serving as assembly- 
man, governor and senator of the province. 
Filadelfo would become the first municipal doc- 
tor of Paniqui, Tarlac, where he served up to the 
time of his death. He had a reputation as a strict. 
disciplinarian, but he was also known for his gen- 
erous heart, attending to all, rich or poor. 

‘The youngest boy, Eusebio, was born on Aug. 
13, 1888 and this s where the second half of our 
story begins. “Sebio,” as he was known to family 
and friends, wanted to be an engineer, but the 
schools in the Philippines at that time did not of- 
fer engineering as a course. So his father decided 
to send him to England and requested his friend, 
Antonio Regidor, а long time resident of London, 
to help make the necessary arrangements 

Speaking only Tlocano and some Spanish, Eu- 
sebio sailed for England and was placed under 
the care of Fred Allden, an English headmaster of 
a school for boys. Once fluent in English, he en- 
rolled in an engineering course at Durham Uni 
versity and followed this with an apprenticeship 
at the Thames Engineering Works. 

He had also fallen in love with Frances Allden, 
a lovely English school teacher and niece of Fred 


Allden, A few months after completing his ap- 
prenticeship, the short, dark-complexioned Fi 
ipino boy married the petite, brown-haired, blue- 
eyed English lady in a union of opposites. Not a 
few of her relatives were concerned about her go- 
ing to such a far away land to live with “those” 
people; but she would admonish them, as only a 
woman deeply in love could, that if "they are his 
people, then they must be fine and wonderful 
folks.” From his picture, I would say that Eusebio 
had more of the presence and character of a Yul 
Brynner but with lots of hair. 

‘They spent their honeymoon on a British ship, 
the "Rajputana"/on their way back to the Philip- 
pines, passing through the Suez Canal. Settling 
own in Moncada, Tarlac, the townspeople there 
would comment that she was "kasla Birhen" (like. 
the Virgin), what with her blue eyes and fair com- 
plexion. She adopted quite well to the heat, the. 
fain and the mosquitos of her new home. 

Eusebio and Frances would have three girls 
and a boy. The eldest girl, Mary, married Pacifico 
Joaquin and they had five girls and a boy. The sec- 
ond girl, Consuelo, would marry Jaime Paz, and 
their union would be blessed with seven boys and 
a girl. 

Tn 1995, their youngest boy, Victor, left for 
Cambridge University in England for masteral 
work leading to a doctorate in Archeology. Here 
he would meet a lovely English girl, Lisa God- 
dard, at a strawberry fair in the university. After 
completing his doctoral work, Victor came home 
and like his great grandfather, Euseblo, exactly a 
century ago, he would return with an English 
bride. Dr. Victor J. Paz is presently the director of 
the Archeological Studies Program at the Univer- 
sity of the Philippines. 

Last month, Alon Brendan Goddard Paz, 7.3 
Ibs., was born, the latest in a line of Philippine- 
British co-productions started by Eusebio 
Morales at the beginning of the last century 

A Happy New Year to АШ 


Moments and surprises 


1 HATE LOOKING AT NEW APPOINTMENTS 
books. The blank pages are a stark reminder of 
just how uneventful my life is as well as how un- 
planned it is. You wouldn't think it, given my 
crammed daily schedule, but there's really very 
litte forward planning to my days. 

Many years back, like most individuals, 1 would 
write down a list of “to-do” things for the coming 
year, usually headed by "lose 20 pounds,” even if, 
inevitably, I would end up putting on even more 
weight by year’s end, Eventually, this convinced 
me that there was no point in looking that far 
ahead, that life held far more surprises than could 
be contained in an appointments book, and it was 
a far better policy instead to take life's blows—and 
boosts—as they came, 

Surprises have always been a Jimenez trade- 
mark, anyway. My paternal grandfather, our Lolo 

_ Ponso, was a connoisseur of surprises, we are told. 
‘He would concoct a surprise party or gift or treat at 
the slightest excuse: the arrival of a child from 
studies in Manila, an unexpected guest, abirthday, 
an anniversary. 

Shortly after the Liberation, an American 
banker wrote Lolo Ponso—who, as a provincial 
treasurer, was also the representative of the local 
branch of the Philippine National Bank—to re- 
quest him to prepare a "modest" party for the busi- 
nessman's son, a GI stationed in Leyte, who was 
celebrating his birthday. This could not but have 
appealed to Lolo's penchant for springing surpri 
es, and he enlisted the entire clan for the celebra- 
tion, The soldier and his buddies were invited to 
their home, and there they were roped into a full- 
blown party, complete with cake and candles. 
When the businessman wrote to ask for the bill, 
Lolo reportedly sent him a statement for the grand 
total of PO. 

While I was growing up, no occasion was worth 
celebrating unless it was marked by some surprise 
or other. My Papa was a great romantic, surprising 
Mama with a dozen roses on her birthday each 
year, even if my mother would often mask her re- 
action by sniffing "such a waste of money!” Often, 
‘we would be asked to conspire in a grand produc- 


‘Hello 


Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo might have called for- 
mer Election Commissioner Virgilio Garcillano on 
Jan, 1st last year to wish him the blessings of the 
New Year. Their brief harmless call could have 
been wiretapped, spliced and later mixed with 
other recorded material, to produce the contro- 
versial Garci tapes. 

‘This is the gist of the theory recently propound- 
ed by my fellow Inqumen columnist, Honesto б. 
General. "Whoever produced the tapes—lets call 
him Lobo—started wiretapping the cell and land- 
line phones of President Arroyo and Garcillano 
right after the 2004 elections. When Lobo had 
enough recorded material, he produced the Garci 
tapes by electronically transferring words and 
phrases into what was later referred to as the mas- 
ter tapes... The whole project took a year to fin- 
ish." (PDI, 12/19/05) 

When i chanced upon Mr. General's column in 
the business section, I thought this absurd proposi- 
tion was his way of ridiculing Майасайал futile 
attempt to dismiss the Garci tapes. I realized, to my 
dismay, that he was serious. From the premise that 
the technology for splicing tapes and mixing 
sounds now exists, he draws the conclusion that 
the Garci tapes must be fake. It had taken one year, 
he says, for these spurious conversations to surface 
because that’s how long it took to gather the raw 
material needed to assemble the fake Garci tapes. 
He offers no empirical proof to support this as- 
tounding conclusion. 

Yet he questions the reliability of all previous at- 
tempts to rationally deal with the tapes. "No voice 
expert—certainly not Randy David—can authenti- 
cate the Garci tapes by just playing the tapes, even 
repeatedly Only a similar set of equipment that pro- 
duced them can detect the fakery” 1 disagree. In- 
ونمو‎ and verification can take many routes and em- 
ploy a variety of methods. We may call upon a voice 
authenticator to tell us if the voices in a tape march 
the voice prints of a given sample of voices, We may 
ask a recording technician to ascertain the physical 
integrity of a piece of recorded material. But all that 


At LARGE 


Rina Jimenez-David „~, V 


tion to greet or honor a relative, replete with 
theme costumes, a “talent show” or even a spoof. 

I KNEW I'd earned my stripes as a Jimenez six 
years ago when I pulled off a surprise party for 
my husband's 50th birthday. 

"While he was away in Cebu, 1 managed to 
book the venue, issue invitations to our family 
and friends and his officemates, prepare the 
menu and even work out a scenario for getting 
him to the party unawares. 

I told him I had to attend a cocktail party, so 
he and the kids would have to pick me up on the 
way to our usual birthday dinner. The children 
reported that he was grumbling on the way to 
the party venue, that “it's just like your mother 
to schedule something else on my birthday.” 
‘The delighted smile that lit up his face told me 
that all the effort had been worth it. When I told 
my Tita Chul, Papa's youngest sister, how re- 
lieved I was that I was able to pull off the sur- 
prise party, she remarked: “You wouldn't have 
been Jimenez if you couldn’ 

SO MAYBE in this way, life is a Jimenez, indeed. 
Because life certainly knows how to throw surpris- 
es. 

And this is how I plan to live the rest ofthis year 
and the ones that follow. Grand visions and overar- 
ching missions are fine, but it's the minor events, 
the unexpected glitches, the pleasant surprises, 
that mark our days. Memory, its said, is nothing 
but a collection of moments which, in recollection, 
can assume importance far beyond their real sig- 
nificance or the way they really took place 

1 forget the context, but my teen-age daughter 


once blurted out that she thought I was a "bad" 
mother because when she was six or seven and 
running a fever, 1 had to make a side trip from the 
doctor’ office for an important meeting. When she 
‘wanted to lie down on my lap during the meeting, 
Inudged her to sit up, embarrassed before my col- 
leagues. “Imagine, I was sick and you wouldn't 
even let me lie down!” she scolded. 

А parents lot is never an easy опе, Lost in this 
recollection are the many other times 1 or her dad 
took days off from work to look after her or her 
brother. It seems 1 would never be forgiven for that 
one time, that one meeting. Children's memories 
are notoriously discriminating, and no matter how 
‘unfair it may seem, one's record as a parent may in 
the end boil down to nothing more than an album 
of moments, often regardless of context or theme. 

So this is how I plan to live out the rest of 

2006—savoring moments and coping with sur- 
prises as they come. An unexpected kindness, a let- 
ter ora phone call, a gift when one isn’t expecting 
any, illness and disability, a death in the family. 
None of these can be scheduled or plotted. Life 
consists of moments and surprises, and accepting 
them with grace and dignity—and delight when 
called for—is what's meant by truly living well. 
MY brother Manny, a resident of Virginia in the 
United States, passed away on the evening of 
Dec. 29 (morning, Dec. 30, Manila time) less 
than a year after being diagnosed with gastric 
cancer 

For our US-based relatives and friends, his 
remains will be available for viewing on Jan. 
2—from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the National Fu- 
neral Home, Lee Highway, Falls Church, Va. 
Burial services are to follow at 2 p.m. 

Family members based here are planning 
memorial services of our own for Manny next 
week, pending final arrangements. Meantime, 
may we request for prayers for Manny and for 
all of us he has left behind, especially his imme- 
diate family: his wife Angie, children Michelle 
and Diego and Rocky and Kim, and grandchil- 
dren Keona and Elisha. 


Garci, Happy New Year!’ 


PUBLIC 
Lives 


Randy David 


опе needs to make sense of a conversation is knowl- 
edge of the language and a lot of common sense. 

If one wishes to go beyond common sense, he 
may consult at least two relevant fields of study to 
deal with the task of interpretation: hermene 
and ethnomethodology. Biblical exegetes typically 
use the first to decipher the contested messages of 
the Scriptures, Conversation analysts employ the 
second to reveal the normative and achieved char- 
acter of conversations. Ihave approached the Garci 
tapes with some background on the analytic strate- 
gies of these two disciplines. 

‘A careful analysis of the content of these tapes 
will reveal that nowhere in the conversations does 
GMA actually give the order to cheat or manipulate 
the canvassing process. What one will hear in these 
exchanges is GMA sharing her worries about some 
aspects of the ongoing canvassing with Сага, Why 
Garci? Because, obviously, the man had been en- 
trusted with a big assignment that went over and 
beyond his role as an election commissioner, Gar- 
ci—sometimes in exasperation but barely showing 
it—allays her anxiety by telling her what he in- 
tends to do about the problem or situation she 
brings up. What lends strong credibility to these 
tapes is the way they are intricately woven around 
unstated understandings between GMA and Garci. 
"These understandings function as the invisible fab- 
ric that binds the utterances into a coherent whole, 
"This is the nature of conversations. Very seldom are 
the tacit understandings made explicit—especially 
when the subject matter is illicit, A rare and reveal- 
ing exception is given in the following exchange: 

Garci: Hello, Ma'am, Good evening. 


GMA: Hello, dun за Lanao del Sur at tsaka sa 
Basilan, di raw nagma-match ang SOV (statement 
of vote) sa COC (certificate of canvas). 

Garci: Ang sinasabi nila, nawala na naman ho? 

GMA: Hindi nagmamatch 

Garci: Hindi nagmamatch? May posibilidad na 
hindi magmatch kung hindi nila sinunod yung indi- 
vidual SOV ng mga munisipyo. Pero aywan ko lang 
ho kung sa atin pabor o hindi, Kasi, dun naman sa 
Basilan at Lanao Sur, itong ginawa nilang pag- 
pataas sa inyo, hindi naman, kwan, maayos naman 
ang paggawa el. 

GMA: So nagmamatch? 

Garci: Oho. Sa Basilan, alam nyo naman ang 
mga military dun eh, hindi masyadong marunong 
kasi silang gumawa eh. Katulad ho dun sa Su- 
liz. (garbled) Pero hindi naman ho, kinausap ko na 
yung chairman ng board sa Sulu, Ang akin, 
patataguin ko na muna ang EO ng Panguntaran 
para hindi sila makatestigo ho... (Here, Garci art- 
fully shifts to another topic.) 

In this exchange, as in many others, GMA brings 
up the troubles posed by the lack of fit between the 
‘municipal SOVs and the provincial COCs in two 
Mindanao provinces. The discrepancy is a reliable 
index of the extent of dagdag-bawas (vote 
paciding/shaving). Garci assures GMA that the oper- 
ation in Lanao Sur was orderly C*maayos naman ang 
ginawang pagpapataas sa inyo.) "Pagpapataas" is а 
thinly veiled reference to vote-padding, and itis 
teresting that Garci actually used the term. With 
Basilan, he could offer no guarantee. His explana- 
tion for the mismatch there is the inexperience of the 
soldiers assigned to prepare the doctored returns. 

"The Garci tapes provide abundant evidence that 
GMA had full knowledge of the massive cheating 
‘operation that was done in her behalf. Ir is cynical 
to say cheating is normal in our political system. 
‘The nation will not be able to break with the past 
until GMA herself finds the moral courage to ex- 
plain her involvement in these shameless conver- 
sations, 

Comments to public.lives@gmail.com 
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Cheers to a New Year 


2005 WAS THE YEAR THAT THE EUROPEAN SPACECRAFT 
Titan landed on Saturn's moon, and the year the King of 
Nepal fired his government. That year, Kuwaiti women won 
the right to vote, the iPod swept over the world and Michael 
Jackson was cleared of molestation charges. 

All over the world, 2005 is known as the year of Great 
Disasters, with hurricanes and earthquakes ripping away ٤ 
the fabric of civiliza- 
tion, 

In the Philippines, 
the rallyists were 
“canonized,” the SEA 
games turned out to 
be a roaring success, 
and thousands of 
new homes were 
built for the poorest 
of the poor. It was a 
year of firsts: the year Big Brother first spoke and Maximo 
Oliveros sashayed across the silver screen into the hearts of 
critics. 

Today is the first official day of 2006. 

Every new year, 1 open a brand new diary and make a list 
of my resolutions. The list usually includes writing a best- 
seller, praying for the long-awaited increase in cup size (I'm 
hoping to be a late bloomer), and possible steps toward 
‘world domination. As the list magically disappears by mid- 
January with only one resolution crossed out (#14, Get a 
haircut), 1 begin to think there must be something terribly 
‘wrong with my resolutions. 

In the interest of surviving the year 2006, 1 intend to up- 
date my list to provide not resolutions, but doable, liveable, 
and achievable solutions (suggested by three of the self- 
help books I've scanned in National Bookstore). There are 
several areas I want to tackle, so I'm going to take them one 
step at a time (suggested by self-help book No, 4, Michael 
Jordan's “I Can't Accept Not Trying.") 

1. Befit. E 

Every year, on the eve of Jan. 1st, T do 200 sit-ups on thy 
bedroom floor as part of my resolution to get into shape. By 
the time Jan. 2 rolls around, I am an exhausted blob of jel- 
ly—but a happy, complacent blob. I can never seem to brig 
myself to perform even a “leg lift” in the following 364 
days. 

105 not such a bad thing though. If calculated to spread 
across the rest of the year, my yearly 200-sit-up exercise 
quota runs equal to half a sit-up a day. 

"This year, my first resolution is to complete 400 sit-ups. 
Even if never bend over for the rest of 2006, for as long as I 
finish playing pretzel tonight, 1 can claim to have 1.096 sit- 
ups under my belt every day until 2007. 

As for athletic achievement, let me enumerate my athlet- 
ic skills: I can’t ride a bike. I can swim for 30-second periods 
(or for as long as I can hold my breath). I can't run farther 
than the length of a classroom hallway. Nine times out of 10, 
Ican roll a bowling ball in a straight line (down the gutter). F 
can't understand the rules of golf, volleyball or basket- 
ball—for one thing, why are people penalized for traveling 
down a basketball court? 

‘This year, my resolution із to master the basics,of. ane 
sport. Not to win, mind you, just to understand the game. 
Тт told serabble and boggle are now considered athletic 
events. 

2. Be organized. 

Tm what politically correct people probably call "orgarii 
zationally challenged." My mother calls me a slob. A perfèct 
illustration would be my boarding house room. The floor is 
carpeted in clothes, the bed, a rumpled mess half-covered 
with more clothes (the other half having been shoved to the 
floor), and secondhand books are jammed in every possible 
cranny. The hampers, of course, are empty and beautifully 
clean. | 

1 figure the reason everything's a mess is because I never 
know where things are, My resolution is quite ingenious. 1 
intend to create а card catalogue of my clothes, cross-refer- 
enced according to cut, color and utility, Take a blouse, for 
‘example. Color: white, Cut: sleeveless. Utility: general. Lo- 
cation: floor. Brilliant 

My final organization resolution deals with procrastina- 
tion. 1 am a sad, sad case of someone who puts everything 
off an hour after the last minute. My friends have been used 
to receiving from me text-message replies a week late, and. 
e-mails months in the sending. 

1 understand the value of lists: it's harder to run away 
from the written word than from the spoken promise. I find 
sheets of paper in my pocket ordering me to "buy shoelaces" 
and "go there." As to why I need shoelaces and where 
"there" is, Pm usually clueless. But it's a start 

The solution is simple—a master list of lists, A list for gro- 
ceries to buy, а list of bills to pay, a list for homework due, a 
list for Spanish conjugations to memorize, а list of people to 
write to, and several lists of suggestions toward changing 
the world—all nicely summed up in another long list. I fig- 
ure a nice big color-coded notebook will do the job. I've ney- 
er doubted the power of the written word. 

3, Be happy 0 

There are some people with temperaments that can ас- 
cept whatever life throws at them. They can laugh over in- 
sults and be pleased with success. They can take a loss with 
a shrug and a win with smile. 

Tm not one of them. When I pass an exam or find a long- 
lost book, 1 jump and laugh and celebrate with chocolate. 
When the world isn't behaving the way 1 want itto, 1 rage. At 
the risk of melodrama, its either the heights of heaven or 
the depths of despair It's not a very comfortable way to live. 

Зо I'm going to change all that. My real resolution for the 
grand year of 2006 is this: I'm going to be happy. 

Тп the annals of happiness, the Philippines ranks No. 
6—coming next to Venezuela, Nigeria, Ireland, Iceland, and 
the Netherland—but the happiest in Asia. 

How to be happy? Live with passion, people say. So 1 will. 
Til jump for chances that are out of the world, learn how to 
dance like no one's watching, and stand for what I belieye 
in. Imay not save the world, but I'l ry it my way. m going 
to admit that I'm young, stupid, and with as much right to 
go crazy and live life as everyone else. 

Tm going to graduate, find a job that pays rent and will 
make me wake up with a thrill in the mornings. l'm going to 
figure out who my friends are and give them hugs every two 
weeks (virtual hugs when impossible). l'l learn how to 
cross over from the LRT to the МАТ. I'm going to stop pre- 
tending I'm ladylike and attempt to find out what being afh- 
dy is. l'm going to stop at every ukay-ukay, go to every book 
sale, watch as many movies as 1 can, and learn to codk 
bread, And whenever Т can, I'm going to shout out how 
proud Iam that the accident of birth made me Pinay. 

‘And I'm going to wish everyone as much happiness às 
they can get—Happy, Happy New Year. 
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Send comments to pat.evangelista@gmail.com 
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"Lighting up the courts 


ЧАГА LUMPUR—SHE STARTED AT THE 
age of five with a homemade racquet, 
which her coach pieced together 
ihe broken pieces of “real racquets, The next 
ryear she started playing competitively. 
ونو ها‎ vata ae sors y o Decem- 
| became е ist Asan and te دام‎ 
oungest мотел squash champion after beating to 
"E aad Carnain of Ada ما‎ the fl له‎ de 
‘World Open in Hong Kong. 

The sight A student from the northem Malaysian is- 
land of Penang earlier upset Holland's world No. ranked 
Vanessa Altinson, the defending champion and second 

«Seed, in the semifinal 
er win over Aktinson means that when the new rank- 
„їп come outin January, she will be the new world No. 1 

"And Nicol David Б ай of 22 years old. She won sk pro- 
fessional tiles and the World Games gold medal in Duis- 
burg in July The victories include her empleion of all the 

зае at the prestigious British Open squash championships. 
7 There have been stumbles along the way When she 
w lostin the Asian Games final to Hong Kong's Rebecca Chiu 
in 2002, she took а sabbatical, She теште with а 
vengeance in 2003. 
She was ranked No. 53 then, but by the end ofthe year, 
«she was world No. 13, She broke into the top 10 by Jan- 
ary 2004 and climbed to No. 3 by May 2005. 


Train harder 
.. No, 1 was a mere matter of destiny, it would seem, but 
‘even now shes not resting on her laurels 

“There is stil so much more for me to leam and 1 will 
need to train harder to face up to the challenges nest year 1 
wil take one sep at a time and plan carefully” said Nicol. 

“Itis going to be a hectic year and aso have to set my 

igs, But all that wil have to wait as I want to enjoy 
this short holiday! she said after renuming home from the. 

? Hong Kong meet in December 
Since 2003, she has been training in Amsterdam un- 
der Liz Irving, who is full of praise for Nicos high level 
pf discipline. "She is a delight to work with, She is a very 
"dedicated player. Nicol has improved a lot mentally as 
well as tactically. 

"But there i silla Jot to work оп," added Irving. 

Inacounty starved of sports heroes, Nicol has already 
made her mark—on the world stage, no less, She has al- 
ready been tagged a role model for Malaysian youth. 

‘She has already galvanized a national movement of 
sors, with more young Malaysians trading in their bad- 
minton racquets forsquash. ” 

Speaking of racquets, Nicol has held оп to that wood- 
en, makeshift racquet all these years— proof that the mark 
‘of a true champion is not in the equipment but in the at 
tude, drive and passion. 

The Star 
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Feet firmly on the ground despite 6 


ANOL-TWENTYFIVE YEARS 
ago, а young man from war- 
torn Vietnam made headlines 

when he won the Grand Prix of the 

world's oldest piano competition, the 

Chopin Piano Competition in Warsaw, 

Poland. 

The year was 1980. As the lights 
dimmed and the audience fell silent, 
22-year-old Dang Thai Son sat alone at 
the piano, momentarily overcome by 
fear. He was the fist Vietnamese ever to 
enter the Chopin international piano 
competition, up against 148 other 
young pianists from around the world, 

Yet as he began to play, his fingers 
floating across the keyboard with preci 
sion and grace, he once more felt calm 
and in control. 

He won the gold medal. “It was my 
biggest dream, he said. "I 
thought it was too much." 

Born into a family 
with a music-mad fa 
ther and а mother 
who was a profes 
sional pianist, Son 
was surrounded by 
music throughout 
his childhood. 

He fell in love 

with the 


DANG Thai Son 


works of the Polish-born French com- 
poser after his mother was invited to 
the Warsaw Chopin Competition in 
1970 as a guest and returned home 
with a complete set of Chopin scores 
and recordings. 

Isaac Katz, a Russian pianist who vis- 
ited Hanoi in 1974, heard Son's playing 
and immediately saw his potential. Katz 
tutored him and Son won a scholarship 
to the Moscow Tchaikovsky Conservato- 
ry where he spent eight years. 

Since winning the Chopin competi- 
tion prize and then graduating from the 
Moscow ‘Tehaikovsky Conservatory, in 
1983, his career has been a whirlwind of 
world-class concert halls, orchestras 

and recordi 

He became the first Asian to be invit 
ed to teach at the famous music depar 

ment at Montreal University and is 
now a Canadian citizen. 
However, he hasn't let success 
overwhelm him and acknow! 
edges the limitations faced by 
‘an Asian playing a musical in 
strument designed for Euro: 
peans 
1 ат an Asian, but 1 play 
Western classical music, 50 


should combine the two cul 


tures in my performance and playing 
style," he said. 

1n 1999, Son was the only non-Polish 
pianist invited to play at a special con- 
Cert in Warsaw that commemorated the 
150th anniversary of Chopin's death. 
"This year, ће also took part in the Toyota 
Classical Concert Program back in 
Hanoi. 

“I believe I don't have to be in Viet- 
mam to contribute to my homeland," he 
said, but added that he dreams of estab- 
lishing his own school here, but not to 
make money. 

The priotity would be to 

discover and support talents 
from Vietnam,” he said. 
Vietnam News 
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DIAN Sastrowardoyo 


The women have it 


‘AKARTA—TWO WOMEN OF WILDLY DIVER. 
‘gent backgrounds are making their mark in In- 
donesia, in completely diferent ways. 

е death of human rights campaigner Munir 
fom poisoning on he fight o the Netherlands оп 
Sept 2004 has highighed the need for the state 
to legally protect activists, his widow says, 

е protection could take the form of a law that 

safeguards activists, including journalists and doc 

tors, whose work relates to human rights," said Suci- 
wani a well-known labor activist 

The 38-year-old said such a law was needed to 
fight the fear of intimidation, violence and even 
murder that was often faced by activists. 

She hoped the death of her husband, who was 
the executive director of the Imparsial human 
rights watchdog, a nongovemment organization 
critical of rights abuses, would not cause fear 
among other activists, 

Sudwati was working as a Bahasa Indonesia 
teacher ata high school in Malang in 1991 when she 
quit to become a labor actis. The graduate of the 
Malang Teaching Institute then went to work at а 
Ses chair of fe Kelompok Buruh Malang (Malang 

air of the аот Malang 

Labour Group), Suciwat often met Мили, who Was 

а labor lawyer at the Malang chapter of the 

Surabaya Legal Aid institute 

"They married in 1996 after he moved to Jakarta 
and Degan working athe Indonesian Leal АШ 
Foundation (YLBHI) She has a son, бошап АШ Al- 
Jende, 6, and daughter Diva Suukyi Larasati, 2. 


Filmicon 

For her part, Diandra Paramitha Sastrowar- 
Фоуо—репег known as Dian Sastrowardoyo— 
started her career as a cover girl in Gadis teen maga- , 
zine 10 years ago. Today she is considered an icon in. 
the indonesian film industry. 

‘And shes all of 23 years old. Dian began with a 
role in unsuccessful “Bintang کس‎ (Eling Sar) 
with director Rudi Sujarwo in 2000. 

But her next film Pasir Berbisik (Whispering 
Sands) in 2001 boosted her popularity and won het 
the best actress award at the 15th Singapore Inter- 
national Film Festival and the Asian Film Festival in 
Deauville, France both in 2002, 

“Then followed а string of such awards and 
movie offers. 

Tr may be brite and a cliché, but this beauty has 
brains too. Bom in Jakarta in 1982, Dian is stil a stu- 
dent at the Universi, of Indonesia schol of ios 
phy and dreams of becoming a philosopher. 

“want to teach at the school of philosophy ,” 
she mused. 

"The Jakarta Post 


HE ASIAN NEWS NETWORK SELECTED 
13 “Asian Personalities of the Year 
(2005),” including former election com- 


They were chosen for making a positive 
impact on their respective countries save 
for Hwang, who was once heralded as a na- 
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HWANG Woo-sulc 


From hero to zero? 


EOUL—SOUTH KOREAS CLONING PIO- 
neer Hwang Woo-suk could not have imag- 
ined his year would end this way: Only a few 
‘weeks ago, he was dubbed "the pride of Korea” and 
was a celebrity on the global scientific scene, produc- 
ing wo major breakthroughs this year, 
ом the 52-year-old Veterinarian, once consid- 
ered a leading scientist in human stem cell research, 
faces allegations that he had duped the scientific 
‘world and the Korean public. 

His possible downfall has sent shock waves through 
cut both the intemationa scientie community and South 
Korean society The government has ordered a probe and 
thousands of ordinary Koreans have taken о the streets to 
protest his vilification and proclaim his innocence. 

‘Bombarded by accusations over the وشن‎ of his stem 
call work, Hwang sid on Dec. 16 he would retract a paper 
fium US scenic Joumal Senoz about patient tailored stem 
cols because it contained crucial “intentional” mistakes. 

Bur he insisted his team did produce panentallored 
embryonic ومع‎ cells and would be able to provide au- 
thendc evidence of this soon. 

“Six researchers have joindy participated in the pro 
cess of establishing patient-specific stem cells and we are. 
not suspicious of the fact even by one percent,” he said. 

‘Earlier a dose collaborator of Hwang aimed that he 
fabricated his research and that most of the 11 tailor- 
made stem cells reported in the paper were fake. 

An investigadon panel at Seoul National University to 
Which the professor belonged, concluded his team pro- 
vided no data to prove a daim it had produced tailored 
bryonic stem cells, The panel said the team may have 
produced only rwo stem lines, not 11. 

2 Hwang and his team announced in April that they had 
sùccessfully developed “patient-ailored" stem cells—an 
accomplishment hailed by many scientists as a major step 
toward the goal of treating patiems suffering from in- 
‘actable diseases with their own, regenerated tissues. 

In August, the veterinary professor revealed the 
world's first cloned dog, Snuppy. 

А storm of allegations began when a US researcher 
and co-author of Hwang's studies discovered that, con 
tray to published statements, смо junior researchers in 
the South Korean lab had donated egg cells for the 
cloning experiment—a practice frowned on bythe nter 
Пайопа] scientific community because of the possibility 
of coercion being used to get the ova. 

Faced with the mounting pressure, Hwang admitted 
tû the ethical lapse over the way the ova were donated 
and resigned fom له‎ postions he held including the 1p 
ane at the World Stem Cell Hub, an ambitious project 
based in South Korea to provide custom-made human 
embryonic stem cell lines to international researchers. 

However further controversy arose when Korean me- 
dia raised doubts over the authenticity of the photos or 
DNA fingerprints supporting Hwang's research pape 
€ -Lee Sun-young, The Korea Herald 
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тпіѕѕіопег Virgilio СагсШапо who figured in 


the "Hello Garci” tape scandal d 
pled the Arroyo administration. 


Talk of the Town is featuring only eight 
personalities in this issue because of limited 
space. They are Nicol David, the world's 


youngest women's squash 


Malaysia; Dang Thai Son, a Vietnamese pi- 
ano virtuoso; Suciwati, widow of Munir, a 
human rights advocate, and actress Dian 
Sastrowardoyo—both of Indonesia. 
Hwang Woo-suk, disgraced cloning pio- 
neer of South Korea; astronauts Fei Junlong 


and Nie Haisheng of China; 


Nagase who served in the Japanese Imperi- 


that almost top- 


stem cells. 


champion, of 


(Malaysia), 


and, Takashi 


tional hero, but is now regarded as a dis- 
grace for falsely claiming that his research 
team had produced tailored embryonic 


ANN is a group of 12 national English lan- 
guage dailies in Asia. Its members are: The 
Daily Star (Bangladesh), China Daily (Chi- 
na), The Statesman (India), The Jakarta 
Post (Indonesia), Daily Yomiuri and Yomi- 
uri Shimbum (Japan), Sin Chew Daily 
The Star 

Philippine Daily Inquirer (Philippines). 
‘The Straits Times (Singapore), The Korea 
Herald (South Korea), The Island (Sri Lan- 
ka), The Nation (Thailand), and Vietnam 


(Malaysia), and 


News (Vietnam). 


Boyhood dreams, flying dragons 


al Army during World War II. 
EUING—WHAT DO YOU WANT 
to be when you grow up? If you 
were born after ће Cold War-fu- 

lied space race in the last century, you 

might have answered, "an astronaut.” 

For two men, that boyhood dream 
did come true, borne on the wings of 
an entire nation's Hopes. 

Different boyhood dreams for dif- 
ferent boys though. When he was a 
poor kid growing up in a remote vil- 
lage in Central China's Hubei Pro- 
vince, Nie Haisheng fantasized about 
sprouting large wings and flying into 
the sky on the back of a cow. 

The reality was better than a cow, 
On Oct. 12 he rode in the module of 
the Shenzhou VI spacecraft with fel- 
lowastronaut Fei Junlong. 

Nie lived in the village until he was 
18, with his six elder sisters and 
younger brother, doing farm work 
"while he studied. Although his family 
was very poor, his parents tried their 
best to send him to school. 

His father died when he was 14 
years old, so Nie had to drop out of 
School to support the family. Fortu- 
nately, with the encouragement of his 
teachers, Nie enrolled again and grad- 
uated from high school with good 
grades. 

Like his fellow astronaut Fei, Nie 
enrolled as a fighter pilot in 4 
Along with China's first astronaut 
Yang Liwei, Fei and several others, Nie 
was selected as one of China's first po- 
tential astronauts, 


The 1.72 m-tall Nie celebrated his 
41st birthday while in orbit. He said 
he had tears in his eyes when he heard 
his daughter singing "Happy Birth- 
day" 

Fei's parents, meanwhile, clearly 
knew what they were doing when they 
named their son "Handsome Flying 
Dragon.” They could have added 
“unassuming.” The 1.7 m-tall 40-year- 
old simply said "I feel good” minutes 
after the historic launch. 

Born in Bacheng in the city of Kun- 
shan in East China's Jiangsu Pro 
vince, Fei has two sisters. He joined 
the air force in 1982 when he was 17 
years old. 

After being selected for astronaut 
training in 1998, his mother, now 71, 
asked him what bis new work en 
tailed, He replied: "Still flying, but 
much higher” 

In fact, when he was still a little boy, 
he had another dream becoming а 
professional painter. He was ۹۵ crazy 
about drawing that he would always 
take art paper to class at primary 
school. 

Even now, he often draws pictures. 
and practices Chinese calligraphy. 

mainting and calligraphy make 
people calm and put them in the right 
frame of mind,” Fei said 

“Ile likes to learn a lot of things ev- 
ery day like our 13-year-old son,” said 
Wang Ле, Геге wife. 

Zhang Feng & Zhang Congrong, 
China Daily 


> 


LETA” TF 


FEI Juntong (left) and Nie Haishong 


TAKASHI Nagase 


Quest for redemption 


‘OKYO—WHEN IN 1964 TAKASHI NAGASE 
returned to а cemetery close to Kan- 
chanaburi Station, about 130 kilometers 

frm Bangkok, he stood before a cross and prayed, 

"felt as if my guilty feelings were evaporat- 
ing feelings 7 kept inside for 20 years. That expe 
rience was the start of my mission,” he said. 

The cemetery holds the graves of about 7,000 Al 
lied POWs killed during World War Il, Nagase had 
joined the war atts height, At that time, the Imperial 
Japanese Army was constructing the Thai-Burma 
Railway to secure a land supply line to the war zone. 

"The railway was built by POWs from Australia, 
‘Britain, and the Netherlands, and Asian slave labor- 
ers, who are believed to have totaled 300,000. 

i is estimated that 73,000 people died from 
malaria, dysentery and other diseases due to hard 
Work, poor sanitary conditions and lack of nutrition, 

As an interpretes, Nagase sometimes was obliged to 
be present at scenes of torture during interrogation: 

"fter being repatriated to Japan, Nagase eventu- 
ally opened a private English-language school in his 
native Kurashiki, Okayama Prefecture 

But soon alter opening the school, he began го 
suffer fits, which made й difficult for him ro breathe. 
He was diagnosed with autonomic ataxia, a nervous 
disorder that was an aftereffect of the war 


Reconciliation 

His return to Kanchanaburi in 1964 not only 
cured him, but made him think more and more of 
reconciliation. 

His first act was to invite students from Thailand 
to study in Japan. Then in 1976, Nagase met 23 for- 
mer POWs who had worked on the Bridge over the 
River Kwai. The former POWs agreed to meet him. 
despite strong opposition from groups of former 
British POWs. 

The historie reunion was reported across the 
world and led to more reconciliations, 

n 1986, Nagase built a temple called dhe River Kwai 
‘Peace Temple near the bridge. The construction wis 
made possible with the roles from the translation of 
Books by former POWs and his own memoirs 

"The зате year ће set up the River Kwai Peace 
Foundation to assist the children of the poor families 
and of minority tribes in the mountains 

Tis present project is building а Japanese-lan- 
guage school in Kanchanaburi and getting the Bridge 
йе River Kwai designated a World Heritage Sie. 

‘This yen Nagase nimed 87, He said witha smile: 
‘(chink salt have things to do." 

-The Daily Yomiuri 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 1,2006 


NORTHERN LUZON BUREAU 
Воот 201, Bonuan Apart. 
30 Happy Glen Loop, Bagulo Слу 
та, No. (01443 6255. 

Fax No, (074449-0071 


Logan! Су 


‘SOUTHERN LUZON BUREAU. 
23 Aurora .اق‎ Ok Albay Ost 


Tol. No. (052) 20-402. 
Fax No, (52) 820-1274 
Ета inq baguoGinqirerzomph E«malimicoléiaquirercom ph 


Textus your feedback: inquirer atn 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Across the N 


E-mail: pr_provinclal_news@inguirer.com.ph 


ATION 


namelagelcitylmessage to 2207 (Globe) or 283 Smart) Assistant Editor Tony Bergonia 


VISAYAS BUREAU 
o Cebu Daly News 


Fax o. (032) 232 9938. 
Ema ing ceboGmaure 


38-15 Escario St, Cobu Cy 
Tei Nos, (O32) 233-00467200-0049 ТЫ No. (082124417701071 


ША, 


MINDANAO BUREAU 
FEP Printing Corp. Bg 
Maá Road, Davao Cy 


axo. (2244-1771 
алат Emu ing davioGintuirercom ph 


GMA forms group for flood measures 


BAGUIO CITY—PRESID| 


ENT MACAPAGAL-AR- 


royo has tasked Malacafiang's infrastructure and 


environment officials to 


design new measures 


against recurring floods that hit several provinces 


inthe country. 

Ms Arroyo, who visited Isabela 
on Friday, told reporters at The 
Mansion here that the government 
would need to respond properly to 
"aberant" floods, which she 


"The flood-threatened areas 
are the eastern seaboard of the 
country [which includes) Ca- 
gayan and Isabela provinces, Ca- 
marines Norte up to eastern 


Davao," Ms Arroyo said. 

Retired Gen. Glen Rabonza, 
executive director of the National. 
Disaster Coordinating Council 
(МОСС), said the new disaster 
management sessions will be 
thorough and may look into the 
potential impact of flooding on 
established and strategically im- 
portant industries. 

Rabonza said a key result of 
the meetings may be the reloca- 
tion of vital institutions such as 


power facilities. 

Some ofthe flooded regions host 
‘major hydroelectric power dams. 

Ms Arroyo said Magat dam in Ra- 
mon, Isabela has not injured as 
many people as it used to because of 
calibrated flood control measures. 

But she asked Isabela Gov. Maria 
Gracia Cielo Padaca to “make a 
strategic decision” regarding her 
province's com industry. 

Isabela supplies 22 percent of 


sumption, she said. 

Chief Supt. Jefferson Soriano, 
Cagayan Valley regional police di- 
rector and chair of the regional 
disaster coordinating council, 
said at least P263 million worth 
ef crops were lost to floods that 
hit Isabela this month. 

But Padaca said her province 
would continue producing corn, 
provided the national govern- 
ment shared half of the cost of 


to contain the floods there. 
In Cauayan City, Ms Arroyo re- 
leased P40 million from the na- 
tional calamity fund to aid 6,750 
flood-stricken families in Isabela 
and 59,846 families in Cagayan. 
In Cagayan, disaster manage- 
ment officials reported at least 
54,930 hectares of corn farms 
were damaged. The losses were 
worth P296.85 million. Vincent 
Cabreza and Villamor Visaya 


blamed on global warming. Samar, 


Agusan, 


Surigao and 


THEY are 
among the 
more than 

439 poor 
residents in 
Siniloan 
town who 
availed 
themselves 
of the free 
haircut and 
beautification 
services on 
Dec. 30. 


SINILOAN, LAGUNA—BARBERS AND 
hairdressers in this town on Friday joined 
hands in a "Free Haircut" campaign to give 
residents a new look for 2006. 

The program, initiated by Mayor Gilmore 
de Leon Acero, benefited about 439 resi- 
dents who are now sporting new hairdos. 

Many waited for their tum to have a chance 
to look good and appear fresh in the New Year 

Greg Valdenarro, municipal administra- 
tor, said people usually give special atten- 
tion to grooming, especially during Christ- 
mas and New Year but many poor people 
could not afford it, so the mayor launched 
the haircut project. 


New look for Siniloan folk on New Year's 


Marissa Mendoza, an eatery owner, said 
“OF course, it feels good to appear well- 
groomed even if life is difficult. Good for- 
типе comes more easily if you welcome the 
New Year with a positive feeling." 

‘Juli Delamines, one of the barbers who 
participated in the new hairdo project, said 
1 enjoyed this program of the mayor. Many 
had their hair cut; it was tiresome but felt. 
happy, knowing that I was helping others.” 

‘The free haircut was held at the Siniloan 
town plaza from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Dec. 30. 

‘All barbers and beauticians in the town ren- 
dered their services for free. Romulo Ponte, 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
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P8M for 2 schools 
COTABATO CITY—The 
Japanese government 
has earmarked at least 
P8 milion to constructa 
three-room building in 
twe elementary schools. 
in the Autonomous Re- 
gion in Muslim Min- 
danao. Japanese Am- 
bassador Ryuichiro Ya- 
 mazaki and Gil Salazar, executive director of the 
Philippine Business for Social Progress, recently 
signed in Manila the agreement covering the up- 
grading of facilities of Slupah and Belatan Halo 
Elementary Schools in Panglima Sugala in Tawi- 
‘Tawi. The grant also provides for 364 desks and 
chairs and cabinets, among others. The two 
schools have only three classrooms for a total of 
258 and 198 students respectively, and a limited 
number of chairs, forcing the students to sit on 
makeshift benches. 
 Jeoffrey Майет, РО! Mindanao Bureau 


MNLF community attacked 
COTABATO CITY—Gunmen belonging to one of 
feuding families in Libungan, North Cotabato at- 
tacked a Moro National Liberation Front commu- 
nity on Tuesday evening and razed three houses, 
the military sald Thursday. “The attackers also In- 
 discriminately fired their guns, causing fear 
among Muslim and Christian residents in Baran- 
gay Malingen,” sald Maj. Gen. Agustin Demaala, 
commander of the Army's 6th Infantry Division. 
No one was Injured, he said. 

 Jeoffrey Maltem, PD! Mindanao Bureau 


901 held in Mimaropa 
CAMP VICENTE LIM, Laguna—The Mimaropa Re- 
gional Police Office sald it had arrested 901 persons 
Involved In several criminal activities in the past 11 
months. Mimaropa police director Chief Supt. Delfin 
ا‎ sald thelr intensified operations against law- 
lessness netted a total of 623 most wanted persons 
from January to November. He sald the police also 
detalned 80 persons Involved in the Пера! numbers 
‘game, 34 suspected drug pushers and 71 Individu- 
als believed to be behind illegal logging. A total of 
93 persons were also jalled for illegal fishing and Il- 
legal possession of explosives. Palawan topped the 
list with 497 arrested persons. 

Marlon Ramos, РО! Southern Luzon Bureau 


Hijackers take PIM 
BACOLOD CITY—Seven armed men hijacked а 
van in Pontevedra town, 48 klometers south of 
here, Thursday and took away nearly P1 million In 
collection money. The delivery van of Columbia 
Marketing was on the road at Haclenda Carmenchi- 
ka, Pontevedra, Negros Occidental at about 7 p.m., 
when its driver was forced to stop because of a tri- 
cycle blocking its way. Armed men in bonnets im- 
 mediately surrounded the van, one of whom fired 
at the front of thelr vehicle, said Pontevedra police. 
chief Insp. Mary Rose Salve Gaspillo. The driver- 
salesman, Charlemane Gargalicano, and his com- 
panion, Noel Jake Clamor, jumped out of the vehi- 
cle and escaped, while their companions who were 
following in a 10-wheeler truck sped away as the 
‘armed men also fired at thelr vehicle, Gaspllio sald. 
Carla P. Gomez, PDI Visayas Bureau 
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1 die, 14 wounded in Cotabato grenade attack 


PIKIT, NORTH COTABATO—ONE 
person was killed while 14 others 
were hurt when two unidentified 
men on board a motorcycle lobbed 
two fragmentation grenades at a bil- 
liard hall here on Friday. 

Pikit police chief investigator SPO4 
Rudy Milagrosa said the twin explo- 
sions occurred at 2:25 p.m. inside 
Moler Buscato Billiard Hall located 
along the national highway. 

A billiard tournament where players 


Army execs deny Bayan Muna killing 


CEBU CITY—MILITARY OFFICIALS 
here described as unfair the accusations 
of militant groups that soldiers belong- 
ing to the 78th Infantry Battalion in 
mid-north Cebu were responsible for 
ast Wednesday's murder of Bayan Mu- 
na barangay coordinator Allan Vilacen- 
coin Barangay Caridad, Tuburan. ' 

Lt. Col Jefferson Omandam, 
spokesperson for the Armed Forces of 
the Philippines’ Central Command 
(Centcom), said militant groups 
should wait for the result of the inves- 
tigation conducted by the police. 

Lt. Col. Jessie Alvarez, commander 
ofthe 78th IB, also dismissed the alle- 
gation, saying the military does not 


and bystanders bet on every game was in 
progress when the suspects arrived and 
tossed the explosives, Milagrosa said. 

The suspects sped away after 
throwing the grenades, he added. 

Noone has claimed responsibility but 
police think that a quarrel over the tour- 
nament may have triggered the attack. 

The billiard hall is about 200 me- 
ters away from the police station. 

Killed was a certain David Tabdada. 

Wounded are Efren Bankot, John- 


kill noncombatants. 

The Tuburan police have yet to es- 
tablish the motive for the killing of 
Villacencio on Wednesday evening. 

“Two motorcycle riding suspects, who 
were wearing baseball caps, shot Villa- 
cendo dead in front of his house in 
Barangay Caridad. УШасепсіоз wife, 
Myra, said her husband had no enemy. 

Omandam said the military would 
cooperate in the investigation if the 
police could get enough evidence to 
pinpoint the soldiers responsible in 
the murder of Villacencio. 

He said Bayan, Karapatan and Kilu- 
san ng Magbubukid ng Pilipinas should 
not make premature conclusion. 


пу Caballero, Ricky Veloso, Jomar‘Al- 
cunera, Juan Carlos and Jeremiah 
Manon-og, Gary, Eddie and Marjo 
Sahid-sahid, Renante Ferrer, Büka 
Limpangan, Joven Lumagea, John 
and Norma Buscato, all residents of 
Poblacion Pikit. 

Seven of the wounded were in crit- 
ical condition. They were brought to 
the Cotabato Regional Medical Cen- 
ter. Edwin O. Fernandez, PDI Mih- 
danao Bureau 


Karapatan, which conducted -a 
fact-finding mission ٥ 75 
death, claimed that soldiers who also 
allegedly tried to kill one of its mem- 
„bers last November, were the ones 
who killed Villacencio. i 

Karapatan demanded the pullout of 
the 78th IB from Cebu, a call dismissed 
by Omandam, saying the military unit 
could not be pulled out from Cebu unless 
itis demanded by majority of Cebuanos, 

Alvarez said he was not surpriséd 
by the allegations because militant 
groups had always blamed soldiers 
for every incident that happened to 
their members. Jhunnex Napallacan, 


Palawan farmers 
find new income 
with bamboo floaters 


PUERTO PRINCESA—INGENIOUS 
farmers in Roxas, Palawan have 
found an alternative source of liveli- 
hood arising from the floods by pro- 
ducing bamboo floaters or the tra- 
ditional balsa to ferry passengers af- 
tera bridge here was washed out. 

The opportunity for a new 
source of income came after a 
temporary footbridge built to re- 
place the 90-meter bridge in 
Caramay, Roxas town that col- 
lapsed, also gave in due to contin- 
uous rains over the past weeks. 

‘Asa result, the balsa has been 
found useful to transport even 
light vehicles to the other side of 
the river in Caramay. 

The bridge connects Roxas to 
far-flung municipalities in north- 
ern Palawan. Thanks to the balsa, 
residents from these areas, who 
are working in the capital city, 
could spend the holidays with 
their loved ones 
Link 

‘The bridge also links Roxas to 
two tourist destinations, Taytay 
and El Nido. After the bridge 
was washed out, tourists have 
been advised to take the 18- 
seater planes from Puerto 
Princesa. 

The plane ride, however, costs 
as much as the flight to Manila 
and is usually fully-booked on 
holidays. 

At P5 per head, the ride on the 

balsa only takes about two min- 
utes when the river is not rough. 
Each balsa is capable of trans- 
porting about 10 people in one 
trip. 
Thousands of commuters, usu- 
ally residents of _ northern 
Palawan, traders and tourists 
alike, use the balsa every day. 

But a whopping P1,000 is 
charged for people who want 
their vehicles transferred to the 
other side. 


Special watercraft 

‘Nilo Badajos, owner of the bal- 
sa used to carry the vehicles, said 
he fashioned a special watercraft 
for this purpose. 

He used hardwood planks for 
the flooring of his balsa instead of 
the less sturdy bamboo poles. 


PDI Visayas Bureau 
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The special craft, which is tied 
on opposite ends using a cable 
wire, has about six empty drums 
below to keep it afloat. 

Construction costs eat up a lot 
of expenses, he said, adding he 
has to provide for the number of 
men tasked to pull the floater to 
the other side as the vehicles are 
heavy. 

Badajos said he was asked by the 
shuttle van operators to make the 
balsa because it would take some- 
time for the construction of a real 
bridge that could carry the vehicles. 

Six or seven vehicles are trans- 
ported every day using the balsa 
operated by Badajos. 

The Inquirer learned that the 
people getting extra income from 
the new trade are the farmers 
most affected by the heavy flood- 
ing during the past weeks. 

Reports from the Provincial 
Disaster Coordinating Council 
showed that more than 6,000 2236 
people were evacuated due to ће E 
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floods in northern Palawan. E E 
A big number came from Roxas 
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and Dumaran towns. 
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Footbridge 


5 


Because of the balsa enter- 
prise, the Caramay riverbank has 


turned into a makeshift terminal. 
Residents sell an assorted stuff, 
from bottled mineral water to 
reading materials. 


In a week's time, however, 
some of the balsa operators 


will be displaced as the Depart- 


ment- of Public Works and 
Highways announced that a 


new footbridge will have been 


completed. 

The detour bridge that could 
also carry vehicles will be con- 
structed in two weeks time, the 
DPWH said. 


Because of the access problem, 


a liter of gasoline in this town 
costs PS1 


Some businessmen said they 
should not be blamed because it 


is hard to transport gasoline or 


crude oil using trucks. 


‘The gasoline is transferred in 
barrels which cost P15 each when 


ferried through the bamboo 
floaters. ЈојеПе Р Tesorio, PDI 
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answer on page AIS 


. ACROSS THE NATION _ 


e 


Silyntarin Capsule" 


\ 


Manigong 


۸ 
Bagong Taon 
mula sa Liveraide S 


ilymarin Capsule!!! 


Available in ali 00000 stores 
& other leading drugstore nationwide 


Salubungin natin ang BAGONG TAON 
na malusog ang ating ATAY. 


Imported and Repacked by: 


Herbs & Nature Corp. Hotline: 995-7380 


www.herbsandnature.com.ph 


LL هددد‎ CBE NIB нз b 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 1, 2006 
pent: 


E-mail: inq_davao@inqulrer.com.ph 


INQUIRER Mindanao 


Editor Jun Bandayrel 
Buteau Chief Nico A. Alconaba 


Bright prospects 
for Mindanao | 


By Germelita Lacorte 
Davao City 


SCAR DIALANG, 46, 

looked at the roll of card- 

board placed on his jeep- 
neys panel board as he tried to 
make his way through the busy Ban- 
kerohan public market for Mintal, 
just two days before the New Year. 


“Somebody gave me a calendar but it's just 
a cardboard," he said. 

Dialang said he preferred the old calendars 
with 12 fluttering pages where the dates are 
written in big bold numbers and facts on low 
tides and high tides are specified. 

But traders and small businesses scrimped 
оп their budgets this year, so the budget for 
calendars was among the first casualty. 

Linda Tesoro, general manager of the 
‘Tesoro printing press, said they noted declin- 
ing orders for commercial calendars during 
the last three years. 

Calendars may be taken for granted by 
some, but most people fee! lost without a cal- 
endar, which serves as their temporal maps to 
navigate important dates of the year, accord- 
ing to Antonio Santos, chair of the Mindanao 
Business Council (MBC). 

"Thats the first thing you do when you 
wake up—look for a calendar. It's very impor- 
tant because you have to check on the bank- 
ing days and the holidays," Santos said. 

Despite the dampening effects of the oil 
price increases on the local economy last year, 
Santos was looking at the brighter side of the. 
calendar this year. 

Flicking through the glossy tabletop calen- 
darin his office and glancing at another one on 
the wall, he said, there are many good things 
to look forward to in Mindanao in 2006. 

‘These include the international business 
forum, where foreign companies will be com- 


ing to Davao City in August to look for invest- 
ments opportunities. 

‘Among the industries that Mindanao will 
promote in this gathering are mining, tourism 
and agribusiness, according to Santos. 

The year 2006 is also the turn of the Philip- 
pines to chair the Brunei-Indonesia-Malaysia- 
Philippines (BIMP) Business Council in the 
East Asean Growth Area (Eaga), which is ex- 
pected to spell good news for small and medi- 
um traders in Mindanao. 

Underway is the German-assisted project 
under the BIMP Corp. for the export of halal 
chicken from Eaga to the Middle East. Last 
year, business and government sectors of the 
four BIMP countries agreed to put up the 
BIMP Corp. for the production and export of 
halal chicken to the Middle East. 

Merly Cruz, regional director of the Depart- 
ment of Trade and Industry, also said the re- 
cent Asean summit brought good news to 
Mindanao, after oil-producing countries un- 
der the Eaga expressed the possibility of in- 
vesting in oil storage facilities in Mindanao. 

Joji llagan-Bian, the Mindanao representa- 
tive to the country’s Export Development 
Council, said the peace process must be pur- 
sued vigorously this year so that Mindanao can 
have a sustainable peace that will create a 
much better environment for business. 

Santos said the only reason Brunei, Indone- 
sia and Malaysia are hesitant to invest money 
is the peace problem. 

“Once this is solved, I don't think we'll have 
any problem inviting our neighbors in the 
ВИМЕ" he said. 

Cruz is more optimistic, saying the econo- 
my starts to move up as the value of the peso 
strengthens. 

She said among the things to look forward 
to this year is the Asean Tourism Forum in 
Davao on the second week of January. 

It is expected to bring in 3,000 tourists 
from Asean countries, according to Art Bonca- 
to, chair of the Davao Tourism Association. 


SEAG Team Philippines, 
Manny Pacquiao, the OFW's, 
Precious Lara Quigaman, 
Coconets inventor 
Dr. Justino Arboleda, 
doctors who've decided 
to stay in the Philippines 
like Drs. Macapodi, Vidar, 
Decampong and Guinal, 

Lea Salonga and all the people 
who gave honor to our country 
in 2005. 


Thank you for making it 
easy for us to fill our 
pages with good news. 

We wish to have more in 2006. 
Happy New Year. 
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Manila youth clean up act, city streets 


By Margaux C. О! 
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Magampo said that before he 
joined the program last October, 
THANKS TO A GOVERNMENT discipline was the least of his pri- 
program, hundreds of out-of- orities. 
school youth in Manila are clean- *1 got involved in many Шева! 
ing up their act, and in the pro- activities with my friends be- 
cess, the city as well. cause my life had no direction. 
Armed with brooms, dustpans then,” Magampo said. “I used j : 
and sacks, neighbors Danilo drugswheneverlcouldandeven ( 4 ې‎ E| 
Magampo and Mark Batista went to jail once.” 527 А 
stand each afternoon in front of When his godmother encour- ; ۹ ms 
the Manila Police District (MPD) aged him to become an Oyster, 
headquarters, subjecting them- he was initially incredulous. 
selves to what they call “mili- “ОЁ course, 1 was used to my 
tary-style training.” old lifestyle and I thought I was 
From being a concept that was getting along just fine,” Magam- 


Asian Games last November,” De being an Oyster has also 
Castro said. changed the lifestyle of many of 
Oyster members are paid а the program's members. 
daily salary of P231. “They could not drink the 
“In order to ensure that the night away anymore especially if 
streets are kept clean at all they are assigned to the early 
times, the Oystersaredividedin- morning shift" De Castro said, 
to three shifts: from 6 a.m. to 2 laughing. "This job has taught 
p.m., 2 p.m. to 10 p.m., and 10 them to be disciplined.” 
p.m to бал." the program su- Batista explained that his old 
pervisor said. friends and neighbors were ini- 
tially skeptical of his "transfor- 
Members at risk mation.” =e 
However, De Castro said “They could not believe that I 
working for the program also chose this job over an easier life 
meant risks. and even said that 1 would only 
alien to them several months po said. 8 “We have had many Oysters use the money 1 earn to finance 
ago, the two have learned the But when he mulled over his » x ox CA sews who were stoned and mauled by my vices," he said. Ў 
importance of punctuality or re- future, he decided to give it a try. OUT-OF-SCHOOL youth in Manila get a second chance. سی‎ bystanders and vagrants,” he re- Rafael Sorio, 28, of Quirino 
porting for work on time. 5 f +. called. Avenue, said he had to deal with 
“We are required to turn up at Life-changing decision “Of course, I'm not going to youth, the unemployed and un- _ Та one instance, a member his neighbors’ taunts and lack of 
the police headquarters before “It turned out to be the best pretend that overhauling my life deremployed in Manila's de- who was quietly sweeping the support for his new life: —. 
our 2 to 10 p.m. shift for instruc- decision I've made so far,” Maga- was easy, especially with all the pressed barangays. vicinity of Plaza Dilao was “Whenever I would go out of 
Gena” 25-year-old Magampo, а mposaid, smiling. He added that temptations around,” he added. The newly hired Oysters were stabbed by а bored vagrant the house with my broom and in 
Чопо” 28 year old Seit Paso, wht his daily salary he was able Magampo and Batista are just then deployed in the city's main Tosolvethis problem, De کی‎ my Oyster uniform, ihey would 
said in Filipino. to purchase a bicycle that he two of the 883 Oyster members roads and thoroughfares like tro requested the police station guffaw and say I look ridicu- 
how uses in going to work every tasked to take care of Manila's Roxas Boulevard, Quirino Av- commanders to provide round- lous,” Sorio said. ? 
Program for the youth day. "investor corridor" according enue, Osmefia Highway, Ayala- the-clock security to Oyster ButBatistaand Sorio said they 
‘The two are Outofschool Batista, 27, could not agree to Oyster program supervisor Se- Burgos Streets, Nagtahan Bridge members. have become used to ignoring 
Youth Serving Toward Economic more. nior Supt. Gil de Castro. and Ramon Magsaysay Boule- “Itsa good thing that the dan- these insults, saying they “know 
Hocovery (Oyster) members, a _ "1 used to sell drugs in our Ре Castro explained that а vard—Manila’s “show window” ger failed to dampen the deter. bere! than to given 
program for out-of-school youth street to get by,” Batista said. But memorandum of agreement be- for tourists and VIPs. mined spirits of the program “Changing into a better anid 
being sponsored by the MPD and since joining the program, he tween the DPWH and MPD last "Тһе Oysters’ first major task members," he said. more productive person requires 
Бап аг of Public Works and has discovered the value of Oct. 27 paved the way forthe re. was to keep these areas clean Aside from providing them د‎ lot of efor Sere said, "We 
Highways. “clean and dignified work.” cruitment of  oütofschool and orderly for the Southeast with a regular source of income, cannot just throw it all away.” 
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Inmates' pardon questioned 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


OLD AND SICKLY INMATES OF THE CORREC- 
tional Institute for Women who had been par- 
doned may be welcoming the New Year with 
relief and happiness, but an anti-crime group is 
notamused. 

‘The Volunteers Against Crime and Corrup- 
tion (VACC) is seeking a review of the condi- 
tional pardons President Macapagal-Arroyo 
had granted more than 30 prisoners this 
year. 

“We want a review of all those conditional 
pardons. We will be coordinating with the De- 
partment of Justice,” VACC chair Dante 
Jimenez said. 

“(It doesn't mean that) because they are 
old, they should no longer serve their full sen- 
tence," he added. 

But prison director Rachel Ruelo said the 
inmates should be given a chance to spend 
their remaining years with their families. 

"Those granted pardon are already very old 
and sickly. They have been inside the prison 
for several years,” Ruelo added. 

Laya Ka Na Lola chair Liza Elorde also said 


Ban on earphones 
THEY may look hip and sound cool. However, 
earphones should not be used during working 
hours if you are an employee at the Marikina City 
Hall. City Administrator Melvin Cruz Issued a 
memorandum last week prohibiting the use of 
headphones or earphones during office hours 
"We have observed that many employees are 
wearing headphones during office hours. That is 
mot part of the uniform. That is not part of their 
jobs," Cruz told the Iauitn. Headphones аге 
usually attached to pocket radios, iPods and 
even cell phones equipped with MP3 players and 
radio. Earphones are also used to take cell 
phone calis even without holding the receiver. “I 
think wearing headphones hampers work al- 
ready. It also (reduces) concantratior 
sald. Copies of the memorandum have already 
been posted In most of the offices at the City 
Hall. The restriction takes effect during working 
hours only, so employees can use headphones 
during lunch break or after work, Cruz sald. 
Those who refuse to follow the memorandum. 
willbe reprimanded for “violating office rules,” 
he added. 

Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


Easy tax payment 
BY NEXT year, paying 
one's taxes can be 
done over the. 
‘counter In Quezon 
City. The city govern- 
ment has accredited 
а number of banks to 
accept payments of 
business, real prop- 
erty and other taxes 
from residents in a renewed drive for higher col- 
lections. Accredited banks include the Landbank 
of the Philippines, Development Bank of the 
Philippines, Philippine National Bank, Philippine 
‘Veterans Bank and Union Bank. The five banks 
were authorized by the Bangko Sentral ng Pllip- 
Inas, and were thus given priority in the applica- 
tions for accreditation, according to olty treasurer 
Victor Endriga. He sald the partnership with 
banks would help expand the city's tax base and 
curb fraudulent payments, since only cash and 
manager's checks would be accepted, In a letter 
to the City Counoll, the treasurer cited the need to 
"shorten complicated transactions, and minimize 
if not eradicate scrupulous transactions.” This, he 
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pardoning the elderly and ailing inmates was 
a way to decongest the institute. 

“There were inmates who had died because 
of old age inside the jal, without even seeing 
their relatives. We don't want that to happen 
again,” Elorde, whose group has been work- 
ing for the pardon of old inmates since 2003, 
added. 

Last Friday, 11 inmates stepped out of the 
prison compound in Mandaluyong City after 
an emotional thanksgiving Mass. They were 
the latest batch of old and ailing inmates to 
whom Ms Arroyo had given executive 
clemency. 

“We will monitor all of them. We will re- 
view their cases, including their medical ex- 
aminations," Jimenez said. 

His group has been opposing the new poli- 
cy of granting conditional pardon to sickly in- 
mates and those above 70 years old. 

"The policy has dangerous implications. 
Not only does it bring anguish to the victims, 
but (it) also exposes us to retaliation,” 
Jimenez had said in an earlier interview. 

He said the policy was also prone to abus- 
©. 
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said, can help ensure an "effective, efficient and 
expeditious system" of receiving dues from tax- 
payers, who need no longer line up at City Hall to 
settle their obligations. Earlier, Endriga reported 
that the city had posted a budget surplus of P242 
million, as of Dec. 22. 

DJ Yap 


Suicide or foul piay? 
AN ABS-CBN assistant director was found dead 
inside her car Friday night in Quezon Cit 
days after a cameraman from the same TV net- 
work was shot dead by unidentified gunmen. In 
what police suspect was a sulci, Shella Peri- 
winkle Soncuya, 29, was discovered with a gun- 
shot wound in her left temple and а 38-callber 
revolver In her left hand. Her body was found In 
the drivers seat of her black Mitsubishi Lancer, 
with plate number TKK-807. The car was parked 
at the corner of Cornelian and Jade Streets near 
the club house of North View 1 Subdivision, 
Batasan Hills. PO2 Roldan Cruz of the Batasan 
низ Police Station said Nelson Tras, a subdivi- 
slon maintenance crew member, discovered the 
body at 1:15 p.m. In his report, Supt. Julius Cae- 
sar Abanes sald it could be a case of suicide, 
though police sald they would also investigate 
possible foul play In Soncuya's death. Another 
ABS-CBN employee, cameraman Roberto 
Ramoya, 40, had been gunned down by two mo- 
torcycle-riding assaliants Wednesday night. 

D3 Yap 
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‘WILD Orchid, handled by Fernando Raquel Jr, approaches the finish line unchallenged. 


STA ANA CHAMPIONSHIP 


Wild Orchid triumphs again, 
ends year in smashing 


By Musong R. 
Castillo 


insurance. 

Being There, 
the second 
choice, broke 
out hard from 
stall No. 4 but 
never got the 
benefit of set- 
ting the pace by 
the ral with 
Raquel wheel- 
Я ing Wild Or- 
THE WINNING jockey relishes chid, who occu- 
the feel of yet another racing pied No. 1, im- 
victory. sowmecses mediately into 

the fight. 

Flagged off as the outstanding 
favorite with sales of more than 
P1.488 million out of the total 
daily double pool of close to P1.6, 
Wild Orchid churned out eye- 
popping quarter clockings of 13- 
22-25-25-27. 

Sound Offer, a progeny of Ken- 
tucky Derby winner Thunder 
Gulch out of What an Offer, won. 
P120,000 for her second place 
finish, while Being There settled 
for P70,000. 


WILD ORCHID 
thumped ап 
overmatched _ | 
field yesterday 
to win the San- 
та Апа Park 
championship 
by six lengths 
over Sound Of- 
fer and put an 
exclamation 
point to one of 
the most over- 
powering track campaigns ever, 

The three-year-old bay filly 
equaled a track mark for the sec- 
ond straight week, clocking 1 
minute and 52.6 seconds for the 
victory over 1,800 meters worth 
another 1500,000 for owner Ed 
Moreno. 

‘The time actually matched the 
all-comers’ mark she jointly holds 
with Being There, who checked 
in third yesterday. 

Fernando Raquel Jr. guided 

Wild Orchid to her 12th win in Pine Needles brought out the 
19 career starts and it came rear and finished out of the mon- 
exactly seven days after the ey. 
New Zealand-bred filly dis- 
patched Real Spicy in the Clas- 
sic Open Stakes for P1 million 
at the San Lazaro Park in Car- 
mona, clocking 2:04.5 over 
2,000 meters. 

Raquel spurred Wild Orchid 
behind Being There three quar- 
ters of the race before picking off 
the speedball at the far turn. He 
then applied the whip a number 
of times in the final straight for 


Morales shifts to speed 
training; Pacman ready 


MEXICAN SUPERSTAR ERIK MO- 
rales, now done with the strength as- 
pect of his training at the Queretaro 
Mountains off Mexico City shifts to 
speed training as he steps up his 
buildup for his Jan. 21 rematch with 
Filipino champion Manny Pacquiao 
at the Thomas and Mack Center in 
Las Vegas. 

Reports coming out of Morales 
training camp revealed that in 
addition to the already 
formidable cast of sparmates be- 
ing drafted by his promoters, one 
more young-gun will be brought 
in this week to help prepare the 
‘Tijuana native develop his speed 
in order to neutralize Pacquiao's 
perceived advantage in that area, 

Yesterday, Morales made his 
last run up the hills of Cristo Rey, 
the last strength session to be 
‘conducted by the Mexican gladia- 
tor. 

‘This week, 21-year-old south- 
paw lightweight Abraham Es- 
quivel, an undefeated prospect 
who is as tall as Pacquiao, has 


Meanwhile, distant fourth pick 
Native Prince rallied mightily in 
the far turn later in the afternoon 
to nip Top Of D' Line by half a 
length in the 2005 Philracom 
Pasasalamat Sa Bayang Karerista 

Class B jockey CP Henson 
steered the five-year-old colt to 
the win worth P210,000, while 
‘Top Of D' Line pocketed P78,750 
with favorite Prima Vera checking 
in third for P43,750. 


been tasked to provide Morales a 
challenge at speed during spar- 
sing sessions supervised by train- 
er Jose Luis Lopez and condition- 
ing coach Raul Robles. 

Meanwhile, over at the Wild 
Card Gym in Los Angeles, Pac- 
quiao continued to keep his cards 
close to his chest, opting not to re- 
veal specific details of his prepa- 
ration and only hinting that he is 
getting the best training as the 
gym is now free from all distrac- 
tions from fans and his old man- 
agement team. 

Freddie Roach, according to 
Pacquiao when interviewed by a 
leading website, has been very 
busy devising the right fight strat- 
egy to be used against Morales, 
and that they are working on the. 
plan of keeping Morales on the 
defensive all throughout their 12- 
round duel. 

Morales beat Pacquiao by 
unanimous decision in their first 
meeting last March. Salven L. 
Lagumbay, contributor 
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By June Navarro 


THE PHILIPPINE BASKETBALL 
Association never runs out of 
crowd-drawing gimmicks. 


For the opening of the 2006 All-Filipino Cup, 
the league is planning to do away with the com- 
mon practice of parading the teams and the pre- 
game festivities on March 9 at the Araneta Coli- 
seum. 

Instead, the crowd will be treated to a single 
“midnight game" pitting teams with a solid fan 
base which will be played around nine in the 
evening and end before midnight. 

After the game, the Big Dome would be con- 
verted into one big party arena. 

“We're still in the planning stages but we have 
already sounded off the entities whose support 
could prove valuable for this undertaking,” PBA 
media chief Willie Marcial told the INQUIRER. 

А tie-up with MTV Asia has been sealed with 
the music entertainment outfit expected to bring 
їп the best local bands for the concert hosted by 
the top Ws in the country after the game. 


acts, animal shows, thrilling 


arcades, and smashing concerts only 


at the Euro Star Carnival. 
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Marcial said the entire ringside area would be 
turned into a giant cocktail bar serving free food 
and drinks for special guests and the fans. Just 
like in the NBA, alcoholic beverages will also be 
served during the game, he added. 

Under commissioner Noli Eala, the league has 
explored several marketing strategies to lure 
back the crowd, but this is the first time a party- 
like affair will cap the opening program. 

With an appetite for innovation, Eala has also 
Jed the league to alter its calendar and synchro- 
nize the schedule for the training and exposure 
of the national team. 

Meanwhile, Red Bull Barako and Barangay 
Ginebra will dispute the remaining semifinal slot 
when the San Mig Coffee-PBA Fiesta Conference 
resumes on Wednesday at the Cuneta Astrodome. 

Red Bull and Ginebra are hoping to join the. 
Purefoods Chunkee Giants, who advanced into 
the best-of seven semifinals by virtue ofa league- 
leading 10-6 record after the elimination round. 

"The loser grabs the top quarterfinal slot with 
‘Air21 and Talk N Text disputing the other premi- 
um quarterfinal seat. 

А slot in the best-of three wildcard phase will 
go to the loser of the Express-Phone Pals clash. 
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A Pre Paid Movie Pass to the Hottest Seats in town. 
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А 
Abapo 
retains 
crown 


TALIBON, BOHOL— 
Philippine junior 
welterweight cham- 
pion Bart Abapo re- 
tained his title Friday 
evening, stopping 
challenger Rex 
Marzan in the sixth 
round of the "Ram- 
bolan sa Talibon" at 
the jampacked CPG 
Multi-Purpose Gym 
here. 

Abapo, working be- 
hind a crisp left jab 
and high-precision 
right straight, befud- 
dled the heavy-hand- 
ed Marzan, whose face 
was a gory mess when 
the fight was halted in 
1 minute 11 seconds of 
the sixth, 

‘The reigning champ 
opened a nasty cut 
over Marzan's left eye- 
lid in the second round 
with a legitimate 
punch and after physi- 
Gian Jose Unabia or- 
dered the fight to re- 
sume, Abapo wasted 
no time toying with 


3 Marzan from there. 


By the sixth, 
Marzan was a badly 
bartered fighter and 
Unabia advised referee 
Teddy Alivio to hale the 
fight. 

Abapo, making the 
first defense of the ti- 
tle, received the cham- 
pionship trophy from- 
Talibon Mayor „Jua: 
mario ltem and pfo- 
moter Sammy “Don 
King” Gello-ani. 

Inthe chief support, 
Donnie Nietes out- 
classed Allan Dugang 
to win by unanimous 
decision. 

Danny Boy Bontilao 
prevailed over Roland 
Econas, while Edwin 
Gastador edged out 
Ronald Postrano by 
decision.  Salven 
Lagumbay, Contribu- 
tor 


Quitara 
upsets 


‘TIM POLERO TRIPPED 
downed twin brother 


Zhane “Quitara scored 
an üpset in the 2005 
Milo Junior Tennis Cup. 
ånd Regional Workshop 
at the Philam Homes 
"Tennis Club. 

Quitara pushed 
highly-favored Macy 
Solon to a third set 
super tiebreak for a 
6-3, 0-6, 11-9 upset 
victory in the girls’ 
16-under class in the 
event organized by 
the CTW and sup- 
ported by Adidas 
with Philta sanction. 

Cebu netter Kristel 
Buenacosa edged 
Chynna Mamawal, 6- 
2, 2-6, 10-7, to bag 
the girls’ 14-under ti- 
tle and Jam Rabuya 
of Galas Tennis Club 
overcame Nica Sasil, 
4-6, 6-1, 10-6, to take 
home the girls’ 18- 
under trophy. 

Tn the girls’ 12-un- 
der event, Micah 
Tampoco nipped JV 
Custodio, 7-5, 6-3, 
for the crown. 

Enrique Ferrer 
whipped Vince Salas, 
6-3, 6-3, to top the 
unisex 10-under; Le- 
ander Lazaro 
downed Kyle 
Cordero, 6-2, 2-6, 
10-8, for the boys 
l4-under title; El 
Santo Santos edged 
Francis Largo, 6-3, 1- 
6, 10-8, in the boys’ 
lé-under, and Mar- 
vin Serito scored a 6 
2, 3-6, 10-6 win over 
Juv Alban for the 
boys’ 18-under title, 
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tion play on Friday. 

Jason Kidd added 21 points and had nine as- 
sists for the Nets, who are on the fourth-longest. 
‘winning streak in franchise history after a poor 
start to the season. 

"Everybody is committed to this team,” Carter 
told reporters after the game. “We've turned 
things around.” 

New Jersey (17-12) now has six days off be- 
fore playing its next game as the Nets continue to 
improve after losing 12 of their fist 21 games 
this season. 

The latest win wasn't easy, as the stubborn 
Hawks hung around until late in the fourth quar- 
ter ina game that featured 25 lead changes. 

“They (the Hawks) are playing hard and 
we've been in every game we've played this 
year.” said Atlanta coach Mike Woodson. 

Richard Jefferson also scored 21 points for the 
Nets, who didnt take the lead for good until re- 
serve guard Jacque Vaughn hit a jumper with 
4:53 remaining. 

In Dallas, Baron Davis scored 34 points as the 
Golden State Warriors nipped the Mavericks, 
111-109. 

Jason Richardson added 32 points and Troy 
Murphy scored 18 points and added 14 re- 
bounds for the Warriors. 

Dirk Nowitzki scored 24 points and Jerry 
Stackhouse added 19 points for the Mavericks. 

"The loss dropped the Mavericks to 21-8, end- 
ing their hopes of overtaking reigning NBA 
champion San Antonio for the Southwest divi- 
sion lead before the artival of 2006. 

‘Golden State trailed by as many as 14 points 
and faced a 103-93 deficit with 5:36 remaining 
before Davis sank back-to-back 3-pointers to ig- 
nite the Warriors rally. 

“T'was in a good groove tonight and I was 
more aggressive,” Davis said. “A lot of those shots 
that was making before ће game, Iwas able to 
get to ğo down during the game.” 

‘Atthe end, Davis was dribbling just beyond the 
3-foirít arc. Не faked a move to the basket that 
prompted Dallas guard Marquis Daniels to move 
back, clearing room for the winning basket. 

“Everybody in the gym knew I was going to 
drive the bal,” Davis said. “Once I got (Daniels) 
оп his heels, I was able to rock him. 1 was then 
able to get my feet up under me and get good lift 
on my shot.” 


kisaid. 


stretch.” 


sion. 


game.” 
107-87. 


the Magic. 


rebounds for the Heat. 


cats, 110-100. 


93-90. 


Celtics, 116-112. 


MERRY CHRISTMAS, INDEED: Francisco Puzon Il (second from left) 
receives the key to the Mitsubishi GLX he won as grand raffle prize in 
the recent Chairman's Cup tournament of the Manila Southwoods 
Golfand Country Club. With him are (from left) Kengo Takase, 
president and CEO of Mitsubishi Motors, MSGCC chairman Robert 
John Sobrepeña, Bodjie Sison, senior VP of Diamond Motors; 
Orlando Alvarez, senior vice president for treasury of Mitsubishi and 
Mel Dizon, senior vice president for marketing. 


Hoops goes back to Lucena 

THE GROWEE HOOPS SCHOOL BASKETBALL SESSIONS WILL BE BACK 
in Lucena City following the resounding success of the clinic held last 
October at the Ridgewood Park Subdivision. This was assured by 
Growee Hoops School president and former PBL commissioner Charlie 
Favis who received numerous requests from basketball enthusiasts to 
stage more sessions in Quezon province. A huge number of participants 
from Gumaca, Candelaria, Tiaong and Sariaya attended this provincial 
sortie sponsored by the Philippine Cliarity Sweepstakes Office (РСВО) 
despite the short notice of the sessions in Lucena. Favis has tentatively 
set the return of Hoops basketball clinic in Lucena sometime In April. For 
inquiries on the Lucena sessions, please сай 687-4964, 687-2026 or 
688-0167. 


In Sacramento, Mike Bibby had 33 points and 
had 10 assists as the Kings stopped the Boston 
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arter keeps Nets streak burning 


EAST RUTHERFORD, NEW JERSEY—VINCE CARTER SCORED 37 
points as the New Jersey Nets won their eighth straight game, de- 
feating the Atlanta Hawks, 99-91, in National Basketball Associa- 


Dallas set up a final shot but Jason Terry’ des- 
peration baseline shot bounced off the back of 
the rim at the final buzzer. 

чиз hard to win a game in this league when 
you give up 111 points even though I felt like we 
scored enough points to win the game,” Nowitz- 


"We had too many turnover down the stretch 
and they gota couple long rebounds there at the 
end and made some big threes down the 


The Warriors rose to 16-14 to edge past the 
Los Angeles Lakers for third in the Pacific divi- 


“Baron is a superstar and 1 am an up-and- 
coming star and there will be games where we 
will have to step our game up and carry the team 
like that,” said Richardson, 

“Tonight was just one of those nights where 
he had it going and I had it going so it just ended. 
up being us that stepped up to help us win this 


In Orlando, Jameer Nelson scored 25 points 
as the Magic beat the Minnesota Timberwolves, 


Dwight Howard scored 17 points and had 12 
rebounds and Steve Francis added 21 points for 


In Indianapolis, Charlie Villanueva scored 25 
points and had 10 rebounds as the Toronto Rap- 
tors beat the Indiana Pacers 99-97. 

Chris Bosh added 22 points and had 12 re- 
bounds for the Raptors. 

In Washington, Dwyane Wade scored 34 points 
as the Miami Heat beat the Wizards, 128-113. 

Shaquille O'Neal added 28 points and had 10 


Gilbert Arenas scored 47 points and Antawn 
Jamison added 20 points for the Wizards. 

In Charlotte, Steve Nash scored 24 points and 
had 13 assists as the Phoenix Suns beat the Bob- 


Th Milwaukee, Mo Williams scored 30 points 
as the Bucks beat the New York Knicks, 113-108. 

In Portland, Mike Miller scored 23 points as 
the Memphis Grizzlies edged the Trail Blazers, 


es 
mcs, دی‎ 


Reuters, AFP VINCE Carter rises to the occasion for the New Jersey Nets. 


NEW YORK—THE NBA SUSPENDED KOBE 
Bryant for two games without pay Friday for 
elbowing Memphis forward Mike Miller in the 
throat during the Los Angeles Lakers’ 101-99 
loss on Wednesday. 

Bryant was called for a flagrant foul with 
8:24 to play for elbowing Miller. He is scheduled 
to serve his suspension Sunday, when the Lakers 
host Utah, and Tuesday, when Los Angeles plays 
atthe Jazz. 

“Very surprised. Shocked, actually. Very very 
surprised,” Bryant said after practice Friday 
"Angry and frustrated. I've been hit with a cou- 
ple of flagrant fouls already this year. Ive been 
hit with a clothesline and no suspensions come 
of that. And I get two games for this?” 

‘After the game, Bryant was unapologetic. He 


had been gashed over his left eye in the third 
quarter when Miller pushed him in the face with 
his hand; the cut required three stitches. 

"Any player that was going to come down the 
Jane at that point in time, I was going to let him 
know that he just can't walk through there,” 
Bryant said, "I think we as a team have to do a 
better job of establishing that. And me, as a 
leader of the ballclub, I've got to take the initia- 
tive to do that—and hopefully, everybody will 
see that. 

"This being our home court, people come 
here and think its Hollywood and all sorts of 
stuff, so they think they'll come down (the lane) 
and look prety and shoot jump shots and dunk 
the ball and finger-roll the ball and do all sorts of 
cute stuff. And we've got to stop that.” 
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.. Kobe suspended for flagrant foul 


Bryant said his postgame comments were “no 
different than what everybody else says.” 

“Somebody comes down the lane, you've got 
to hit him,” he said Friday. “You can’t let them 
come down the lane and just finger roll and gét 
easy baskets, Nothing to hurt anybody like that. 
‘That's just basic NBA basketball.” 

Bryant also said he didn't believe the elbow 
from Miller was intentional. 

"You look at the replay, my face wes nowhere 
near him,” Bryant said. "My face was nowhere 
near his arm. 

“1 wish I could go back in time and take that 
foul back knowing what | know now, getting 
two games for it. But no way in my mind did 1 
think it was going to be a suspension for some- 
thing like that. No way” AP 


Hingis starts comeback vs world No. 63 


Kabchi of Venezuela 


Hingis, who retired from the WTA 
‘Tour in 2002 because of ankle, heel 
and foot injuries, drew Vento-Kabchi 
for her first-round match at the Aus- 
tralian women's hardcourt champi- 
onships at Royal Pines. ‘The match 
will be played Sunday or Monday. 

‘The 25-year-old Swiss player, a for- 
mer world No. 1, also plans to play 
next week ас the Sydney Internation- 


GOLD COAST, AUSTRALIA—MARTINA. 
Hingis retum to competitive tennis will 
be against 63rd-ranked Maria Vento- 


bourne beginning Jan. 16. 


will grant hera wild card. 


al and at the Australian Open in Mel- 


Hingis received wild cards for both 
the Gold Coast and Sydney tourna- 
ments and organizers at the Aus- 
tralian Open have also indicated they 


Three of Hingis’ five Grand Slam 
singles victories were in Australia— 
1997, 1998 and 1999—and she made 
the final in Melbourne for three 
straight years from 2000 to 2002. 
Hingis also won Wimbledon and the 
US Open in 1997 and was a finalist at 


the French Open the same year. 

“Playing in this country brings 
back very fond memories for Martina 
and that can't be treated lightly” 
tournament director Liz Smylie said 
Saturday. 

‘Smylie said Hingis was hitting the 
ball “fantastic” in practice. 

“When you're a wild card and not 
seeded, you're really at the mercy of 
the gods,” said Smylie. “Martina is per- 
fectly aware that the road back may 
not go perfectly smoothly but it's a bit 
ofa different mind-set for her” АР 


TODAY BEING THE FIRST DAY OF THE 
New Year, we also celebrate “World Day 
of Peace.” 

Here'sa glass to usher in 20061 

Peace to those I might have hurt the 
past year, including athletes and sports 
officials who might still be smarting 
from jabs and uppercuts thrown their 
way. I seek forgiveness from the bottom 
of my heart. 

1 know I have hurt one or two, or 
even more. | am sorry and | apologize. 

Not to pontificate but always, there 
should be no ifs and buts if you are sorry 
or else, you are not sorry at all, you are 
not sincere in asking for forgiveness, 
you are not genuine in apologizing for 
your misdeed, 

то those who think they might have 
hurt me, never worry one teeny-weeny 
bit. If сап dish it out, 1 can take punch- 
es, too, 

‘Christmas last Dec. 25 was 


Lord. 


pany of your mother. 


whether superstars 


about 


Tm sure all our athletes the year past, 

ог not, 
strength most especially from their 
mothers, whether living or dead. 
There's no force next to God's that is 
more powerful than our mother's. 

1, myself, talk to my departed mother 
every now and then, whether Fm down 
or not. And that holds true to my de- 
parted father, too, They may have left 
us, yes, but their presence will never 
perish or God doesn’t make mangoes in 
Christmastime for our balikbayans like 


Today is about the Mother, the 
blessed Virgin Mary—she with the eter- 
nal symbol of peace, patience and love. 

Lucky are those whose mothers are 
still around. Whether you are young or 
old, there's no feeling so complete and 
fulfilling than when you are in the com- 


drew 
Ottawa, Canada. 


Tito & Baby Laurel of Staten Island, 
New York, and Daniel & Dina Causon of 


‘The truest, purest and most lasting 
symbol of love has been and will always 
be the image of Mother and Child. 
There's nothing more powerful in 
conveying eternal peace and protec- 
tion than the replica of the Child in 
the arms of his Mother. I had just one 
of that myself this Christmas, a fairly 
large framed picture as a gift show- 
ing Malaya carrying her Mayasoh; it 


Peace to the New Year 


the Child, the birth of Jesus Christ our now occupies a special spot on the 


sala table reserved for family me- 


mentos. 


^ while back, the Mother and Child 
scene had been reenacted once more 


—albeit, ina tragic manner. 


The story goes that 3-year-old Angel 
survived five days of winter chill beside. 
the dead body of her mother. This was 
in Phoenix, Arizona, in early February 


of 2003. 


covered," 


leave us. 


Listen to Fr, Erasio Flores, SVD: "In- 
side the badly wrecked car driven by her 
mother, Angel Emery, three years of age, 
had maintained herself for five days 
with crackers and, in a freezing cold, 
she kept herself warm with a cloth with 
which the dead body of her mother was 


Surely, our mothers will never, ever 


‘And, ifonly to stress thé obvious once 
more, the quiet power behind our 


smashing success in the 23rd SEA 
Games is the mother of every Filipino 
athlete that saw action in the biennial 
affair that, until 2005, we hadn't won 
since we joined it in 1977. 

Happy New Year! 

TASTBREAK, Tia Soling Mendoza 
Sison, my Grade 3 teacher in Man- 
gatarem, Pangasinan, has died. She 
was 94, Childless (her late, lamented 
hubby was Tio Guding, the division su- 
perintendent), Tia Soling raised Kuya 
Napi, Atchie Minerva and Atchie Lily 
to be great people greatly respected 
and admired in my hometown. Her re- 
mains will be interred on Jan. 7, Satur- 
day, at the town’s Catholic cemetery. 
She was my teacher who counseled: 
"Always remember those who have 
helped you." 

Comments to menju@pldtdst.net 
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Editor Emmie б, Velar 


scandals 


урези" 


By The INQuiRER Entertainment Staff 


January 

• To celebrate her 39th birthday, 
singer-actress Sharon Cuneta grants 
the wish of 39 lucky letter-senders on 
her "Dear Sharon: Wish Upon a 
Mega" TV special— including one for 
acarabao (water buffalo)! 

e Veteran broadcast journalist 
Orlando "Orly" Punzalan, father of 
dramatic actress Princess, dies of 
cardiac arrest at the National Kid- 
ney Institute. He was 70. 

Rosanna Roces’ 16-year-old 
daughter Grace Adriano gives birth 
to a baby boy. The father is Jolo Re- 
villa, also 16, son of Sen. Bong Re- 
villa and Lani Mercado. 


February 

The Professional Artist Man- 
agers Inc. (Pami) seeks dialogue 
with ABS-CBN and GMA 7 execu- 
tives on the topic of scandal TV—or 
the spate of sex-video exposés and 
other controversies reported on 
showbiz-oriented talk shows. 

Actors Richard Gutierrez and 
Brian Revilla are involved in a scuf- 
fle outside a bar at The Fort in 
Taguig City. A radio disc jockey and 
a fashion consultant threatened to 
file legal charges against the ac- 
tors. 

Sony Music Philippines and 
BMG Pilipinas announce the merg- 
er between the Japanese Sony and 
German Bertelsmann Music Group, 
the second and fifth biggest record 
companies worldwide, respective- 
ly. Rudy Tee is new managing direc- 
tor 

® Ава Muhlach denies rumors 
that he made pregnant former bold 
starlet Olivia Ortiz in the '80s and 
that his family had ordered her to 
abort the baby. 

Jose Gabriel Bautista is chris-‏ و 
tened, with 15 pairs of celebrity-‏ 
godparents.‏ 

ө TV host Christine Bersola gives 
birth to a baby girl, Antonio Sofia. 
Father is broadcaster Julius Babao. 

ө Lucy Torres denies widespread 
rumors that she was caught 
shoplifting in a big department 
store. 


March 


• Are the country's top post-pro- 
duction firms in trouble? Turns out 
Roadrunner is doing fine, but LVN 
Laboratory is up for sale. 

* GMA 7 launches TV version of 
Mars Ravelo's “Darna.” 

е The officials of the Philippine 
Movie Press Club (PMPC) forms a 
committee to investigate the al- 
leged vote-buying at this year's Star 
Awards for Movies. 


Awards and alt 
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a sA 
DAWN Zulueta had a baby. ۶٧ 


KRISTINE Hermosa wed 


April 

ө Actress-singer Nora Aunor is 
detained at the Los Angeles Airport 
for alleged possession of illegal 
drugs. 

eBoy Abunda declares war 
against GMA 7 on the issue of Piolo 
Pascual's alleged sex video. 

INN is officially put up for 
sale. 

Movie and TV artists, led by 
filmmaker Jose Javier Reyes, sign а 
petition against “unethical” show- 
biz talk shows on television. 

*Pami meets with advertising 
organizations—Philippine Associa- 
tion of National Advertisers (Pana), 
the Advertising Board of the Philip- 
pines (AdBoard) and Association of. 
Accredited Advertising Agencies (4 
‘As)—on the topic of scandal TV. Pa- 
mi officers also sit down with the 
Unesco (United Nations Education- 
al, Scientific and Cultural Organi- 
zation) and the National Commis- 
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sion of the Philippines. 

e Filipino-American filmmaker 
Mark V. Reyes’ "Last Full Show" 
wins Best Short Film in the Turin 
Gay and Lesbian Film Festival on 
April 27. 

Comedian and TV host Willie 
Revillame is charged with acts of 
lasciviousness by tabloid columnist. 
Salvacion Asis. 

e Broadcasting network GMA 7 
launches its “Grand Kapuso Fans 
Day” in key cities such as Cebu, 
Davao, Dagupan and Baguio in its 
bid to grab from ABS-CBN the No. 1 
spot in the ratings game. 

e GMA 7 launches the hit fan- 
taserye “Encantadia.” The network 
claims to spend P3 million to turn а. 
1,900 sq. m. warehouse into a sur- 
real paradise. 

e Ryan Agoncillo declares he's 
ready to wed Judy Ann Santos any- 
time, anywhere, if she says yes. 


May 

eThe country’s top two net- 
works go on the road—taking their 
promo campaigns all over the 
archipelago. The ABS-CBN and 
GMA 7 rivalry reaches fever pitch in 
Cebu, where their shows are 
mounted at the same time one 
weekend in early May. 

* Advertisers Coke, Jollibee and 


+ Greenwich pull out of two showbiz 


talk shows, “The Buzz" and “S- 
Files.” 

e Charo Santos-Concio, ABS- 
CBN executive vice president for 
Entertainment, bats for TV self-reg- 
ulation. 

e Cuneta kicks off her US con- 
cert tour with shows in Florida, 
Chicago, Atlantic City, Reno, San 
Diego and Los Angeles. 

* Mark Meily's second film, "La 
Visa Loca,” gets an A from the Cine- 
ma Evaluation Board (CEB). His de- 
but, “Crying Ladies," also got an A 
from the CEB in 2003. 

Judy Ann Santos gets in trou- 
ble with the Bureau of Internal Rev- 
enue (BIR) for unpaid taxes 
amounting to P6.7 million, (Other 
celebrities slapped with tax evasion 
raps are singer Regine Velasquez, 
actor Richard Gomez and manager 
Douglas Quijano.) 

eThe Optical Media Board 
(OMB) is lauded by the Motion Pic- 
ture Association-International for 
its anti-piracy campaign. 

* Willie Revillame faces yet an- 
other sexual molestation case—this 
time from а former dancer ой his 
TV game show. 

* Former Circus Band member 
Richard Tann passes away due to 
heart failure. 

Last years “Star Circle Teen 

SNAPSHOTS) A22 


LEA Salonga at ABS-CBN's "ASAP '05" concert in Pasadena, 
in July. In November, she made her Carnegie Hall debut. 


MIG Ayesa сате 
home to headline. 


تنا 


now 
only 


AN AMAZINGLY STYLISH CAMERA AT SURPRISINGLY GREAT VALUE. 


The sleek and stunning 5 megapixel Kodak EasyShare V series digital camera is 
breathtakingly spectacular inside and out. Powered by the exclusive Kodak Color 
Science chip and equipped with the Schneider-Krueznach C-Varlogon lens with 
3xoptical and 4x digital zoom, true-to-life colors are captured in pictures and high- 
quality MPEG4 video. And best ofall, you get the best of Kodak design and digital 
technology at great value. Now beauty comes at a more affordable price, 


P20,995 


Кодак EasyShare 


Avaliable In red silver, black and pink- 


۸٥٥٥ at the folowing outlets and othar participating stores: Kodak Express SM Department Stores 
V Kamoraworid * Island Photo + Colours-Cobu • Camerahaus • Complink and E-hub » Viliman • 
Sih Avenue ٥ Compex + Ambassador Appliangas * Avant • Siicon Valloy * Octagon د‎ Automatic Centar 


Tm 


FREE 128 MB Kodak SD Card and Camera Case 
Inquire about O% interest on 6 months payment scheme in participating stores. 


digital camera 
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ИМА Bonnevie sued for estafa. 


Prom page А2-1 


Quest” winner, Hero Angeles, admits he 
Zhad a falling out with love-team partner 
ZSandara Park and his home studio ABS- 
CBN. 
Z GMA 7 suspends Richard Gomez for 
Fusing vulgar words in the Sunday talk show 
"S-Riles." The move was prompted by a 
complaint from the Movie and Television 
Review and Classification Board (MTRCB). 
e Character actor Romy Diaz, diagnosed 
swith tongue cancer in 2004, is declared 
brain dead 
ө President Macapagal-Arroyo appoints 
Vie del Rosario as presidential consultant 
for entertainment, 


June 

• СМА 7 employs international action 
choreographer Wong Wai Fai to choreo- 
graph fight scenes in “Sugo.” 

• Actress Dina Bonnevie and boyfriend 
Timothy Calvin Riggenberg face estafa raps 
for their business venture, iFreedom Com- 
munication Corp. 

• Two independent productions—Cesar 
Montano's "Panaghoy sa Suba” and Lav Di- 
azs “Ebolusyon ng Isang Pamilyang 
Pilipino—share the Best Picture prize at 
this year’s Urian Awards. 

e After an almost four-decade ban, Behn 
Cervantes’ "Sakada," a provocative film on 
agrarian unrest, makes its TV debut on ABC 
5 on June 25. 

e ТУ sweethearts Kristine Hermosa and 
Diether Ocampo never publicly admitted 
they had gotten married but on June 17 she 
files a petition with the Makati Prosecutor's 
Office to have the marriage annulled. 

• ABS-CBN offers 200 employees big 
early retirement packages. 


july 
e» The first Cinemalaya Philippine Inde- 
pendent Film Festival opens at the Cultural 
Center of the Philippines. Doy del Mundo's 
“Pepot Artista” wins Best Picture and Au- 
traeus Solito’s “Ang Pagdadalaga ni Maximo 
Oliveros” cinches Special Jury Prize. 
2 e LVN Pictures signs deal with group, led 
Љу Jimenez and Gloria, for its film laborato- 
‘try facilities. The new post-production com- 
pany is dubbed Opticolors 
1 өтһе Cinema One Digital Film Festival 
runs for three days in SM Megamall. 
1 e GMA 7's “Extra Challenge” is slapped 
“with a one-day suspension by ће MTRCB 
Zafter a Muslim group complained about the 
"show's "Pasaway sa Dubai" series. The Ka- 
puso network reprimands Rufa Mae Quinto 
Мог uttering vulgar words on the noontime 
show “SOP” 
Pinoy TV, GMA 7's international chan- 
nel, is launched in the United States. 
Filipina Hollywood actress Giovannie 
Pico visits the country. Pico plays Ludlow, 
Asian medical student in “ER,” they, 
longest-running television series in 
the US. 
و‎ ABS-CBN announces that it is re- 
"viewing the contacts of its stars amid 
reports that the network has asked 
its biggest talents to accept lower f, 
7fees. Maricel Soriano, lead star of the 
"soap opera “Vietnam Rose 
he annual 20 percent increase 
stipulated 
“show her 
work 
ehe Network Wars 
abroad —ABS-CBN and GMA 
7 stage road shows in Cali- 
fornia. ABS-CBN's events 
Яп Pasadena and San 


n her contract to 
upport for the net 


JUDY Ann Santos 
and Ryan Agoncillo 
fell in love 


m 


CLAUDINE Barretto takes on magazine 
editor 


tans ems PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER‏ سه دم هسوا نو مون 
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ROSANNA Roces became a lola. 


Francisco turn out to be the biggest show of 
Pinoy talents ever staged in the West Coast. 

e Claudine Barretto files libel case vs 
Yes! Magazine editor in chief Jo-Ann 
Maglipon. Maglipon and daughter file 
counter suits. The parties are reportedly 
closer to a settlement after a day of media- 
tion. 


August 

• Brillante “Dante” Mendoza's 
“Masahista” wins the Golden Leopard in 
the video competition of the 58th Locarno 
International Film Festival in Switzerland. 
‘The Filipino digital film, starring newcom- 
er Coco Martin and veterans Jaclyn Jose 
and Alan Paule, ties with “Les Etats 
Nordiques,” directed by Denis Cóté of 
Canada. 

e Singers Jed Madela and Rizza Navales 
top the World Championships of Perform- 
ing Arts (WCOPA), dubbed the Talent 
Olympics, held in Hollywood. They bag a 
total of 11 gold medals, one silver medal, 
three Champion of the World plaques and 
the Grand Champion title for Madela. 

e The Mowelfund's Pambansang Museo 
ng Pelikula formally opens. 

* The Moonrise Film Festival of environ- 
mental movies runs at Gateway, with Butch 
Nolasco's "Legacy: Philippine World Her- 
itage Sites" winning the top prize. 

• With 26 cameras trained at them 24/7, 
12 strangers agree to stay in a house for a 
hundred days, baring their innermost 
selves on the ABS-CBN reality show “Pinoy 
Big Brother." A housemate will be eliminat- 
ed one by one until one winner emerges, 
romping away with millions in prizes. Im- 
ported from the Netherlands, the Pinoy 
version is launched via three TV specials. 

eABS-CBN's “Pinoy Big Brother" re- 
ceives a "stern warning" from the MTRCB 
for airing "objectionable dialogue" and 
footage of female contestants in “skimpy” 
outfits. 


September 

ө Solito's “Ang Pagdadalaga ni Maximo 
Oliveros” wins the Golden Zenith award in 
the First Films category of the 29th Montre- 
al World Film Festival. 

© Digital filmmakers Paolo Villaluna and 
Ellen Ramos’ “Ilusyon” gets an A rating 
from the CEB. 

e All-woman lineup of QTV 11, Bro. Ed- 
die Villanueva's Zoe as repackaged by GMA 
7, is bared. 

ә Filipino filmmaker Khavn's "Lata at 
Tsinelas" is awarded a Special Mention 
prize at the Morbegno Film Festival in Italy. 


SNAPSHOTS) A2-6 


"MAXI" 
impressed 
audiences 

everywhere. 
he/she went, 
and collected 
awards, 


WILLIE Revillame faced two 
sexual harassment charges 
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JANNO Gibbs headed for Splitsville. 


Snapshots 
of 2005 


From page A2-2 


@ Lani Mercado admits her son, Brian 
Revilla, is going out with sexy actress Maui 
Taylor. 

• Bing Loyzaga announces that she has 
parted ways with husband Janno Gibbs. Fa- 
ther-in-law Ronaldo Valdez says he wished 
Bing were more patient. 

e ABS-CBN's "Pinoy Big Brother" is 
slapped with a one-day suspension by the 
MTRCB. 


October 


eThe 7th Cine- 
manila Internation- 
al Film Festival 
moves from Makati 
and opens in the city 
of Manila. 

ө Filmmaker Au- 
raeus Solito com- 
plains that his Cine- 
manila entry “Tuli” 
was cut and reedit- 
ed by its producer, 
Viva Films, after it 
failed to merit fa- 
vorable ratings from 
the CEB and the 
MTRCB. The film 
company apologizes 
to the director, 
whose work later 
wins Best Digital 
Film in Cinemani- 
la's local digital 
films competition. 

e Tony-winning 
actress-singer Lea 
Salonga happily an- 
nounces that she is 
pregnant. Husband 
Robert Chien and 
grandmother Ligaya 
Salonga are just as 
jubilant, of course. 

© Consultant 
Robby Tarroza and 
action star Rudy 
Fernandez figure in 
an altercation at the 


Viva offices. Accord- 
ing to Tarroza, he is 
being blamed by 
Fernandez for his 
and exwife Alma 
Moreno's detention 
at the Narita Inter- 
national Airport in 
"Tokyo, Japan. 

The Philippines 


AKO, LEGAL 


has no entry in the 
Best Foreign Lan- 
guage film category 
of this year's Oscars. 
Leo Martinez, Film 
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Academy of the 
Philippines (РАР) 
director — general, 
later vows that the 
academy (whose job 

& CALENDARS f itis to field a Philip- 

E pine entry) will do 

De Д better next time. 

‘Filipino com- 
poser Jesse Lucas 
wins “Best Musical 

: Score" for Yam 
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Snapshots of 2005 —- 


Laranas’ “Sigaw” at the LA Screamfest. 

e Broadcast journalist Karen Davila ac- 
cepts Child Rights Award for the ABS-CBN 
show, "The Correspondents” from the 
Asian Broadcasting Union, Cable Satellite 
Broadcasting Association of Asia and 
Unicef. The Filipino documentary show 
bests 50 entries from 12 countries in the 
Asia-Pacific region. 

e Juancho Gutierrez, Gloria Romero's 
leading man in reel and real life, passes 
away due to multiple organ failure after a 
five-year battle with diabetes. 

e After a seven-year wait, actress Dawni 
Zulueta gives birth to her son by Anton Lag- 
dameo. Zulueta earlier suffered a misear- 
riage. 

Actress and Quezon City councilor 
Aiko Melendez figures in an altercation 
with businesswoman Happy Ongpauco and 
friends at Nuovo restaurant in Greenbelt 2, 
Makati. Both parties have filed cases 
against each other. 


November 

• Rico Maria Ilarde's "Sa Панта ng Co- 
gon" wins Best Picture at the Rojo Sangre 
horror film festival held in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina. 

е There's confusion at the launch of the 
Metro Manila Film Festival (MMFF). Exec- 
utive Committee member Manny Nuqui 
points out that Regal's official entry is 
*Nasaan Ka Nang Kailangan Kita?” and not 
“Blue Moon." 

ө The LVN Archives finds new homes for 
its 102 movie titles, the state-of-the-art 
ABS-CBN Archives; and for its museum, the 
UP Film Institute. 

e Mario Cornejo and Coreen Jimenez’s 
“Big Time,” Best Screenplay and Best 
Sound winner at the Cinemalaya film fest, 
is rated A by the CEB. 

Theater giant SM opens seven cinemas 
with digital projectors. It later adds three 
more digital theaters, bringing the total to 
10. 

“INXS Rock Star" finalist Mig Ayesa, 
who's Filipino-Australian, comes home to 
headline MTV's AIDS music summit; and 
"American Idol” finalist Constantine 
Maroulis visits Manila. 

ө Filmmaker Jose Javier Reyes puts the 
Metro Manila Film Festival (MMFF) and 
Regal Films to task, for the "Nasaan Ka"- 
"Blue Moon" controversy. "Blue Moon" is 
later fielded as Regal's official entry. 

e Solito's "Ang Pagdadalaga ni Maximo 
Oliveros" gets an A from the CEB. It also 
makes the grade as the first Philippine en- 
try to the World Cinema competition of the. 
Sundance Independent Film Festival and 
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ANGEL Locsin, new Darna 


wins Best Film at the Asian Festival of First 
Films held in Singapore. 

• Filmmaker Laurice Guillen speaks for 
the first time on her departure as head of 
the Film Development Council of the 
Philippines (FDCP), describing the way she 
learned of the news as “humiliating.” 

e Two months after the awarding cere- 
mony, Cinemanila finalists and winners 
complain that they have yet to receive cash 
prizes. Manila City Administrator Dino 
Nable promises the checks are forthcom- 
ing. 

* Cesar Montano and his “Panaghoy sa 
Suba” win the Grand Prix Special du Jury 
award from the International Festival of In- 
dependent Film in Brussels, Belgium. 

e Government-owned radio station dw- 
BR balks at plan to convert it into an all- 
OPM (Original Pilipino Music) station. 

* GMA Network launches QTV 11. 

* Angel Locsin bids goodbye as Darna. 

е Supported by members of the wom- 
en's group Gabriela, Pliny Recto files a dô- 
mestic abuse case against her former part- 
ner. 

® Another controversial separation 
rocks show biz. Actress Sheila Ysrael and 
former Laguna vice governor Dan Fernan- 
dez hurl charges of infidelity and abuse 
against each other, as they pursue their an- 
nulment and child custody cases. 


December 
e Cuneta wraps up her concert tour with 
shows in Guam, Hawaii and Dubai. 
к^ ^e On the eve of the first death anniver- 
sary of Action King Fernando Poe Jr., the 
ÈPJ Hall is inaugurated at the Pambansang 
Museo ng Pelikula in the Mowelfund com- 
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NENE Tamayo, new millionaire 


pound in Cubao, Quezon City. 

e Actress Sunshine Cruz gives birth to 
third daughter, Angela Francesca. Every- 
thing is perfect, says the mom, except for 
the fact that husband Cesar Montano is in 
the US. 

eRomblon lass Jennivev “Меле” 
Tamayo emerges from "Kuya"s house after 
100 days as the ultimate winner on the re- 
ality show "Pinoy Big Brother," cinching P6 
million in cash and prizes; including a 
house and lot and a Nissan Frontier. Com- 
ing soon: “PBB” celebrity edition and a new 
season. 

* GMA 7 wins the Terrestrial Channel of 
the Year award at the Asian Television 
Awards in Singapore. Actors Michael V and 
Nonie Buencamino, TV programs “I-Wit- 
ness” and “Bat... Bulagal" bring home 
awards, too. 

‘© Metro Manila Film Festival opens. 


A very lively 
concert scene 


eBig foreign ETE 
acts delighted Fil- m 
ipino fans: Norah 
Jones in March; the 
Cascades in 
September; Michael 
Bublé in October; 
Beach Boys also in 
October, and The 
Stylistics in Decem- 
ber. 
ein March, Ra- 
mon "RJ" Jacinto 
mounted “RJ Guitar NORAH Jones 
Fest,” a tribute to rock as guitar music. 
© The Juan de la Cruz band held a re- 
union concert in June. 
e MTV's Staying Alive Music Summit 
draws thousands to the Open Field at 
The Fort on Dec. 1. 


عب ويي 


CHRISTOPHER, 


DE 


ENNYLYN 
MERCADO 


тоеЛоуе 


УАМСИЕ 


TSE TS 


۹ TE 
БЕ Um 


LEON TRILL 


Ра v gea 

у happefis 
nm 
TIJE 


© 


BERSOL 


LIN PINKY 


JANNA 


RI 


دوو 


SDENNIS SO 


ARK 
ERRAS 


(EDDIE 


GARCIA 


чау 
OTS + 


ANSON-ROA 


Р Слове 


A-BABAO 
JANUARY 


ALAN 


AN OFFICIAL ENTRY TO THE METRO MANILA FILM FESTIVAL-PHILIPPINES 


OPENS TODAY 


text MOON to 4627 


KO REGAL ENTERTAINMENT INC. 7| 


www.regallims.comibluemoon 


Rufa Mae 


John Pra 


AN OFFICIAL ENTRY 


O www ron 
BaD 


Mano Po 4? 


secas لات‎ 
Cherry Pie 
win too Pie atcha 
JC de Vera King 
Text WI! 
NO 


NTERTAINMENT INC. 
СК 


MTRCB RATING! G 


El 


MANILA FILM FESTIVAL 


All ages 
‘admitted 


(E وک‎ CBee __ 


1 


LAMANGAN, dgpi 


ау. 


Padilla 
la Gi i 


Julianne Lee 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 6 


Textus your feedback: 
دت سن نا‎ 
2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


LOS ANGELES—A BLISSFUL NEW YEAR 
to all! 

Let us look back one more time at one 
very interesting person we interviewed last. 
year. 1 limited my list of 2005's most fasci- 
mating interviewees to 30 in my Dec. 28 and 
30 columns but if could add one more, that 
‘would have to be Tilda Swinton. 

Tilda, who plays the White Witch in the 
current blockbuster "The Chronicles of Nar- 
nia: The Lion, The Witch and The 
Wardrobe," is as intriguing in person as 
some of her bio entries thus far: 

є Grew up in a castle in Scotland that 
her family has owned since the ninth centu- 
LAM 

e Went to an English boarding school 
with Princess Diana, who was then known 
as Lady Diana Spencer. 

Devoted two years of her young life 
helping in children's schools in Africa. 

є Stayed in а glass case for eight hours a 
day for her performance art piece at a Lon- 
don art gallery. 

e Роптауей а sexchanging character 
(man to woman) who lives for four cen- 
turies(!) in the film "Orlando." 

e Was a member of the Communist Par- 
ty of Great Britain 

‘With such a remarkable life, Tilda does 
not disappoint in person. When we first met 
her for this interview in London, she was 
striking—imagine this tall woman in an in- 
tricate long coat. The whiteness of her coat 
made her flawless skin stand out. Sans 
‘makeup, she was beautiful in an unconven- 
tional way. The severe face, especially her 
wnadomed eyes, conveyed honesty She 
spoke forcefully—with directness, precision 
and clarity. 

later in New York, Tilda dropped by to. 
greet us as we were having lunch at the 
Mandarin Oriental Hotel. Wearing a man- 
nish white shirt, she managed to steal the 
thunder from the awe-inspiring sight of 
Central Park on a clear autumn day Having 
appeared mostly in small indie films, Tilda. 
‘was new to this traveling press circuit scene; 
she was struck by the fact that only a few 
‘weeks earlier, she saw us in London. “They 
should make a documentary of your lives,” 
she told us. 

"Tilda is married to artist and playwright 
John Byme with whom she has two chil- 
Gren, the twins Xavier and Honor, who are 
seven, With her solid reputation as an ac- 
tress (she won the Best Actress award in the. 
1991 Venice Film Festival for “Edward 11"), 
she has served as a member of the jury at. 
the Cannes and Berlin Film Festivals, In 
"The Deep End,” she eamed the critics 
raves as the mother ofa gay son who goes to 
all lengths to protect her child after his older, 
abusive lover is found dead. 

Needless to say, Til 
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action great.” 

“Narnia” has drawn some controversy af- 
ter Disney decided to pattern its marketing. 
efforts after those of the church-based cam- 
paign that made Mel Gibson's "The Passion 
of the Christ” such a huge hit. A pivotal 
“Мапа” character, the lion Aslan, is seen by 
some as symbolic of Christ tortured in place 
ofa sinner 

Below are excerpts from our press con 
with Tilda. 


Сап you talk about the efforts to market. 
this movie through the Christian faith 
groups? 

Tm notin the marketing department so T 
don’t know: I understand that big films get 
marketed through different ways. They get 
marketed through burger joints and all sorts 
of places, We were part of the making of an 
adaptation of C.S. Lewis’ book. We're пога 


be. M 
“| WOULD have been burnt as a witch 
because ... | have а third nipple.” 
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religious group ourselves—we're flmmak- 
ers. CS, Lewis wasa very well known writer 
of Christian tract. He was a very devout 
Christian himself but this is not a religious 
film. People will project into it, as with all 
‘works of art, whatever they want and that’s 
entirely their right, 


You don't believe there are biblical alle- 
goriesinit? 

1 think there are biblical allegories wher- 
ever you wantto see them. Theresa biblical 
allegory going on right now in this meeting. 
What you want to see, you see. But person- 
ally Iwas brought up to believe that its ex- 
tremely bad manners to talk publicly about 
your faith or to ask anybody else their faith, 


From Angel Gabriel in “Constantine” to 
the evil White Witch is quite a switch for. 
you. 

T was shooting “Constantine” when 1 
agreed to male this film. It appealed to my 
sense of humor that I started the year with 
the Angel Gabriel and end with the epitome 
سن‎ 


What have you learned about alleged 
witches through the centuries? 

Men are traditionally frightened—wom- 
еп have been burnt through the ages for be- 
ing witches. I didn't know I was going to tell 
you this but 1 would have been bumt as a 
‘witch because T am in the great community 
of people who have a third nipple. Back 
then, any piece of exotica will get you 
bumed asa witch 


How is your witch in this movie differ- 
ent? 

‘There was an early decision made for the 
witch not to be dark, which Ir really happy 
about. 1 think there's a not very honorable 
tradition of Hollywood villains particularly. 
in children’s films, to be dark. 1 don't get it 
and I think it should stop. I thought that it 
was much more important that this Second 
World War villain, which essentially sheis, is 
the ultimate white supremacist and very 
white. 

‘The thing that really frightens 
litle children is not raging and 
shouting because they them- 
selves rage and shout all the time. 
From my experience as a child, 
and 1 drew on my own thoughts 
and remembrances of what it was 
to be a child, the thing that chi 
dren find really unfathomable is 
coldness, a kind of detachment 
and unpredictability. The ability 
of someone to switch from being 
emotional to being emotion: 
Jess—that's what children find re- 


dais very effective and 
literally chilling, as the 
White Witch. Even the 
kids whom she terror- 
izes in the movie (di- 
rected by “Shrek” di- 
rector Andrew Adam- 
son) love her. 

In New York, Skan- 
dar Keynes (Edmund) 
said of her icy tormen- 
tor: ‘Tilda was a cool 
lady butat first she was 
told not to talk to us 
and not to socialize 
with us. Twas tying to ٢ j 
work out what was 
wrong with her She 
was always being sort 
of given looks by An- 
drew not to talk to me 
and 1 think it helped in 
‘our first scene.” 

William Moseley, 
the oldest of the four 
sibling protagonists in 
the movie (the other 
two are the lovable, ra 
diant Georgie Henley 
and Anna Popplewell), 
concurred: "Yes, Tilda 
was an amazing ac- 
tress, What struck me 
about Tilda in our bat- 
tle scenes was that 1 
thought I was fighting 
a girl and I didn't really 
want to hit her too 
hard, But when Tilda 
wielded that sword at 
me for the first ûme, it 
shattered against my 
shield (laughing). 1 
didn't think she want- 
ed {о be patronized. 
We had this mutual 
understanding. When 
she steps onto the set, 
there's something awe- 
inspiring about her 
and grabs your energy 
and attention, 1 think 
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Ong himself fus the part of Exodus 
pérfecily handling his title role with | 
confidence and excelling 

in both action.and dramatic зсет 


Definitely we will include this 
in our list of best pictures this year. 
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Talk about 
pedigree 
anda 
remarkable 
life ... she is 


really quite Ж ИЕ 


contributes to her 


intriguing 


ally frightening. 


Why do you think are you often de- 
scribed in articles as otherworldly? 

tes because 1 don't wear makeup. Thats 
all it is (laughing). I look otherworldly be- 
cause people don't expect people to sit at a 
table like this not wearing any makeup. I 
dorit feel otherworldly myself. 1 feel quite 
human (laughing). 


‘This movie is director Andrew Adam- 
son's first live-action movie after two 
mated films. Can you talk about working 
with him? 

Iwas asked what it was like to work with 
someone who was used to work with ani- 
mation and who is used to getting it abso- 
шеу right because in animation, you can 
draw it again if you don't get it right. In fact, 
it was refreshing because for a start, you 
knew that if he liked something, he really 
meant it, He is used to dealing with a kind of 
perfection so hell ask me for precisely what 
he wants. 


How absurd did it get on the set? 

16s always absurd when you're surround- 
ed by grown men wearing green tights, with 
big sort of orange bobbles stuck all over 
them and you just go, “Hi Sean,” or whoev- 
e; and you don't laugh. The day you don't 
laugh is absurd because you get used to it. 
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distinctive look 


Or when you're having a perfectly sensible. 
conversation about child care with someone. 
witha minotaurs head оп, 


What is it like having twins, a boy and a 
girl? How similar ог different are they? 

T always think it's a very funny joke that 
heaven played on me when I spent the first 
part of my working life making a movie 
about the principle that there may be no dif- 
ference between men and women. 1 made 
this film called "Orlando" in which I change 
genders over centuries. In the theater, | 
played Mozart and a woman pretending to 
be her dead husband. And then 1 got sent 
boy and girl twins! It was а real lesson that 
yes, there is big, big difference. The boy, I 
think at six months, would take a bar of 
soap and go broom, broom, broom! 


‘Are you still a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Тат not а member of the Communist 
Party in Great Britain because there isn’t one 
anymore. I was a member of the Commu- 
nist Party when 1 left university. The Com- 
munist Party changed its name, its affiliation 
and became The Democratic Left Ive never 
left that group of people. Theyre very good 
company and 1am stillin touch with them, 


Email the columnist 
mepales 5585@yahoo.com 


at 


ALL AGES ADMITTED 


PATULOY NA 


FROM 


HUMAHATAW SA TAKILYA!!! 


RATED “A” BY THE CINEMA EVALUATION BOARD 


REGAL ENTERTAINMENT (NC 
ann GMA NETWORK FILMS INC. 


Text MULAWIN ON to 4627 for Smart 
ог 2364 for Globe and Sun 


THIS WEEKEND AT. YOUR FAVORITE MALLS! 
150 BE GIVING OUT SPECIAL MULAWIN MEMORABILIA 


thats what makes the 


Promo good while supplies last. Available in Metro Manila only. 
PAR DTI LAGUNA FERAIT NO. 5-12 A38 SENS OF 2005 


TO LUCKY MOVIEGOERS! 


Yes, Mr. Big, there's life after Carrie Bradshaw 


LOS ANGELES—SARAH JESSICA PAR- 
ker, who played the lovable Carrie Brad- 
shaw on "Sex and the City" can be a real 
pain—at least in the movies. 

‘Two years since the hit TV show that ex- 
plored the lives of New York City women 
aired its last original episode, Parker is 
back with a new film, “The Family Stone,” 
about a solid clan whose tight bonds come 
undone when the eldest son brings home a 
girlfriend whom nobody likes. 

‘The girl, Meredith Morton, is played 
by Parker, and she is far removed from 
the 40-year-old actress—and by exten- 
sion Carrie Bradshaw—known for a 
warm heart, bright smile and fashion 
sense. But that distance, Parker's under- 
standing of it and her transformation کا‎ 
to mean Meredith has award watchers 
buzzing : 

“(Carrie) loved examining people 
and relationships. She loved this idea of 
human contact and looking and observ- 
ing, and Meredith is completely the op- 
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Cherie Gil 
glad to be alive 
after tsunami 


By Nini Valera 


A YEAR AFTER SHE FACED DEATH IN 
the form of a tsunami, Cherie Gil has 
found а deep calm. 

"Every day is a blessing for me," 
said Cherie, who was in a resort in 
Phuket, Thailand, with her husband 
Rony Rogoff and their two children 
when the killer wave hit several sea 
coast towns in South Asia. 

“Ies funny,” she told Inquirer Enter- 
tainment. "I only think about it when 
someone asks what it was like. " 

Cherie recalled that he and Rony 
were in their hotel room waiting for 
the kids to wake up so they could all 
head for the beach. Suddenly, the 
wave was upon the whole resort. 

Had the children been up, they 
would certainly have been out on the 
beach at the precise moment that the 
tsunami struck. 

“It wasn't so bad for us," Cherie 
said, “The hotel was at the far end of 
the cove. I didn’t see the wave coming. 
1 didn't see people drowning. But it 
was chaotic, and I was very scared for 
my kids.” 

They were eventually evacuated to 
higher ground. A few days later, Fil- 
ipinos heard Cherie's voice on nation- 
al TV recounting her tale. 


Control freak 

"Ies now part of my life; 
Cherie, referring to the incident 
have to be grateful for it. | tend to for- 
get that I was in the middle of a tsuna- 
mi. Then Tam jolted, and I realize that 
itdid happen." 

She admitted that she used to be a 
control freak. She has realized that 
some things in life just can't be con- 
trolled, "Now, I take life as it comes." 

A few days before she left for the an- 
nual vacation with her family, this 
time in Australia, Cherie said, laugh- 
ing, “What would it be this time? I've 
been told to stay away from beaches. I 
might just do that.” 

Cherie is scheduled to return to 
Manila in time to work on her new 
soap, "Gulong ng Palad,” where she 
plays one of the characters whose life 
mirrors her own little tragedies. “It’s 
good to be acting again in this soap,” 
she said. “It's good to be part of histo- 
ry. It's good to be alive 


. She would like not to be touched. 
She would like not to be hugged,” said 
Parker. 

Meredith is a cold-hearted woman, 
albeit a funny one. Gone are Parkers 
curly blond locks, in their place a bun 
tightly pulled back. Parker's colorful 
outfits give way to Meredith's dark suits, 
slacks and sweaters. 


Perfectly imperfect 

‘Family Stone” producer Michael 
London, who was behind award winner 
“sideways” last year, said because Park- 
er is so well-liked, she made the perfect 
choice to portray vilified Meredith. Au- 
diences may not like her, but for the 
movie to work, they cannot hate her, ei- 
ther. 

“The movie lives or dies on how you 
feel about Meredith because she says 
and does things that are unsympathet- 
ic," London said. “We took advantage of 
the perception audiences had of Sarah 


and ofthe Carrie Bradshaw thing.” 

Meredith, audiences learn, is not the 
only imperfect person in the world. For 
all their perfection, the Stones have 
their faults, too, and when Meredith 
comes into their home, cracks soon ap- 
pear in the Stones’ veneer. 

‘Anybody who has ever been to a 
boyfriend or girlfriend's house for din- 
ner or experienced meeting the new in- 
laws for the first time can identify with 
Meredith. 

“It’s about family and love and loss 
and disappointments, acceptance and 
tolerance and ultimately what it means 
to bea grown-up person," said Parker. 

The Ohio native knows a lot about big 
families. She has seven siblings—three 
from her mothers first marriage and 
four from the second. 

Parker said she is very close to her 
brothers and sisters and that, at family 
gatherings or holidays, when one brings 
home a new friend to meet the family, 


the gossip begins to flow. 

"When the person leaves the room, 
we all look at each other like, ‘Well, this 
can't last very long, or ‘Please God, 
don't let this last very long" she 
laughed. 

"But on the road to being grown-up 
people, we have learned that you don't 
get very far trying to drive a wedge into 
a relationship," she added. 

Parker has been married to actor 
Matthew Broderick for eight years, and 
they have a 3-year-old son with whom 
she spends her non-working days. Park- 
er said she can't remember walking into 
asituation like Meredith's. 

Then, upon reflection she adds, “ 
was probably in the restroom when they 
were talking about me.” 


Flattering 


Chicago Sun-Times critic Richard 
Roeper said “The Family Stone” should 
not be overlooked 


Sarah Jessica Parker 
can be a real pain 


honor, the Emmy, for Carrie Bradshaw, 
is being talked about as a potential 
award winner for Meredith. But she is 
characteristically humble when dis- 
cussing this. 

"It's very enjoyable, to some degree, 
to get caught up in it because, frankly, 
it's very flattering," she said. "I have a 
very philosophical view of it. We made 
this movie and had this amazing experi- 
ence. Now people will actually tell us 
how we did.” Bob Tourtellotte, Reuters 
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By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


FILMMAKER TIKOY AGUILUZ TOLD سوه‎ 
ва Entertainment recently that independent 
digital filmmakers in Indonesia spearheaded 
ап alternative distribution network by tap- 
ping non-governmental organizations. "They 
sold their films to NGOs that took care of ev- 
exything,” he said. “I tried that with my 
[1997] film ‘Rizal sa Dapitan: 1 went around 
the provinces and approached NGOs, like the 
Red Cross.” 

‘That way, Aguiluz recounted, the 
movie did well outside Metro Manila. 

‘The same non-traditional route is being 
taken by debuting director Ellen 
Ongkeko-Marfil whose digital movie, 
“Mga Pusang Gala," is the first local fea- 
ture shot on MiniDV that was successfully 
blown up to 35mm film. 

Ongkeko-Marfil's film, produced under 
her own Erasto Productions, opened in 
commercial theaters on Aug. 17 with only 
11 prints and 18 theaters. It went on to 
enjoy a three-month provincial run which. 
ended in October. 


Not enough 

Ongkeko-Marfil admitted, however, 
that they encountered quite a few "stum- 
bling blocks” along the way, namely, mar- 
keting practices and commercial theater 
rules that stifle the growth of indie films. 

"We realized that it wasn't enough to 
produce, that serting up an indie network 
was also necessary for the survival of in- 
dependent films,” Ongkeko-Marfil told I 
оше Entertainment. 

Informally, this “alternative distribu- 
tion network” has been dubbed indiefilm- 
snet. 
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ELLEN Ongkeko-Marfi left, with actors Lauren Novero, Ricky Davao and Irma Adlawan 


"These are exciting times,” the film- 
maker said. "Aside from ‘Pusahg Gala,’ we 
are also carrying a few short films from 
the Cinemalaya film fest. The news about 
SM's 10 new digital theaters was very 
welcome, but it doesn't diminish the need 
foran alternative network.” 

With indiefilmsnet, digital filmmakers 
are going straight to their target audi- 
ence: students and the NGO sector. 


“For educational purposes, [these 
movies] could be а take-off point for dis- 
cussion on indie filmmaking, gay-women- 
and-gender issues, sociology, and fim. 
and theater adaptation,” she said.” ™ * 
Last December, "Pusang Gala” and the 
Cinemalaya short film “Babae” were 
screened in Baguio, with viewers from 
both campus and NGO communities. 
From Feb. 1 to 4, "Pusang Gala” and 


Digital 
filmmakers are - 
distributing 
their works by 
going straight 

to the audience 


four Cinemalaya short films 
("Babae," “Kultado,” “Mansy- 
on” and "Alimuom") will.be 
shown at SM Iloilo. There will 
also be a workshop on digital 
filmmaking. 

-"Dr-Zoilo Andrada of UP 
Visayas helped us a lot" 
Ongkeko-Marfil said. 

It is vital to go straight to 
the audience, she noted, be- 
cause “these school-based or- 
ganizations are open to all is 
sues ... and, as future media 
and film practitioners, they 
share our goal of increasing the mass base 
of films with different sensibilities.” 

The network is eyeing overseas busi- 
ness. “We are targeting Filipino expatri- 
ates and are currently negotiating with 
organizations in Hong Kong and San 
Francisco," she said. “Interested groups, 
they can contact us at indiefilmsnet@ya 
hoo.com, call 7229787 or text 0919. 
8113617.” 


Juliana on Shine: ‘We don’t talk оу 
... there's nothing to talk about’ 


JULIANA Palermo 


By Bayani San Diego Је 


‘THE LAST TIME SHE HAD A METRO 
Manila Film Festival entry (last year’s 
“Panaghoy sa Suba"), nymphet Ju- 
liana Palermo figured in a very public 
tiff with co-star Cesar Montano's wife, 
Sunshine Cruz. 

“That was over a year ago and peo- 
ple are still asking me about it,” Ju- 
liana complained to INQumER Enter- 
tainment. “C'mon that should be 
long-forgotten.” 

‘True enough, the subject of Sun- 

shine was brought up after Juliana 
was teased about it by a co-worker 
at the press con of her latest MMFF 
entry, Gil M. Portes’ “Mourning 

Girls.” 

Has she patched things up with 
Sunshine? 

“We don't talk, so 1 don’t know,” 
Juliana snapped. “In any case, 
what is there to talk about? It's a 
closed book. So many things have 
happened since then. It doesn't 
bother me anymore.” 

She insisted that intrigues 
hardly ever faze her. “After all that 
Tve been through in this business, 
Tve learned to just smile and nod 
{when confronted with contro- 
versies]. Everyone is entitled to 
his own opinion so 1 cannot con- 
trol what other people may think 

of me." 

What she would rather talk 
about are her two new films, 
“Mourning Girls” and “Kaleldo.” 

The second one is "Masahista" direc- 
tor Brillante "Dante" Mendoza's 
sophomore outing, which will pre- 

miere in the first quarter of 2006. 

In “Mourning,” she is Visayan 

(ike in “Panaghoy"); in “Kaleido, 

she’s Kapampangan. 

‘The past year allowed her to 
be handled by directors with 


Ayear after the 
celebrated tiff, the 
girlis still in 
fighting form 


varying styles. “Direk Gil lets us express 
ourselves. He's very easy to work with," 
she said. “Direk Dante, on the other 
hand, is very meticulous. 1 learn а lot 
working with different directors.” 

‘Another subject she would gladly dis- 
cuss is being big sister to Doods, a spe- 
cial child. 

“He's been with me for over a year 
now,” she said. “I've always wanted to 
take care of him. I just made sure I could 
afford it” 

A proud moment for Juliana was 
when her younger brother performed їп 
a school recital. “He played the national 
anthem and a Christmas song medley on 
the piano. Basically, m his mom, dad, 
sister and best friend combined." 
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Now he can go after her 


SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO—A STATE JUDGE HAS 
lifted а restraining order granted to a woman who 
accused talk-show host David Letterman of using 
coded words to show that he wanted to marry het 
and train her as his co-host. 

Judge Daniel Sanchez on Tuesday granted а ٠ 
quest by lawyers for Letterman, host of CBS! “Late 
Show" to quash the temporary restraining order 
that he earlier granted to Colleen Nestler. 

She alleged in a request filed Dec. 15 that Leter 
man has forced her to go bankrupt and caused het 
“mental cruelty" and “sleep deprivation" since May 
1994. 

Nestler requested that Letterman, who tape» li» 
show in New York, stay at least three yards away and 
not “think of me, and release me from his mental ha 
rassment.” 

Responding to a question from the judge, Nestle! 
said she had no proof of the allegations she had 
made against Letterman, 

‘She also said that if Letterman or any of his repre 
sentatives came near her, “I will break their legs 

Now that the restraining had been lifted, she sd. 
“He can actually come for me or send people. | wa» 
crazy to have listened to him in the beginning." 

Nestler said she began sending Letterman 

ioughts of love" after his show began in 1993. nd 
that he responded in code words and gestures. sh 
ing herto come East. 

She said Letterman asked her to be his wife dur 
ing a televised "teaser" for his show by saying, Mr 
ry me, Oprah." She said Oprah was the first of many 
code names for her and that the coded vocabulary 
increased and changed with time, AP 
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Top hoofers dance up a storm 


PEOPLE INVOLVED IN DANCE COMPETITIONS 
on local TV should watch “So You Think You Can 
Dance” on ABCS every Friday night—and 
weep. The show is so professionally and imagi- 
natively produced that it shows up other pro- 
grams for the shoddy productions they are. 

Last Friday, the field had been whittled 
down to seven couples, and we were gratified 
to see that the tilt's two Fil-Am bets, Melody 
and Brian, were still in the running. 

Sadly, Melody and her partner were among 
the three weakest couples that night at least 
as far as the judges were concerned. Not to 
worry, though: she survived. 

How do we know this? Well, the 5 
episodes were all pre-taped sometime back, 
and the inside word is that Melody ended up. 
in the competition's No. 2 slot, 

Tn any case, most of the seven surviving 
couples last Friday did very well indeed. Not 
only were they extremely schooled, skilled 
and experienced hoofers, but they were also 
very creative, so most of their dance routines 
bristled with technical expertise and artistry. 

Compare that with 
local dance tilts on 
TV, and the quality 
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gap yawns like a chasm. Over there, choreog- 
raphy is an art. Here, it’s practically been re- 
placed by lazy steps and redundant gestures. 

"This is great pity, because Filipinos are nat- 
urally gifted dancers. But the "steps" they're 
being made to do wouldnt tax the artistry 
and brain of a grasshopper—which, inciden- 
tally, some spastic local dancers resemble. 

‘Another point of departure is seriousness 
of purpose. Local dancers generally just wan- 
na have fun and show off, while the contes- 
tants on the ABC-5 show are obviously bent 
оп winning—with a vengeance. 

Та fact, they Keep trying to outdo each oth- 
er in thinking up increasingly fancy and diffi- 


present. 
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cult steps and dance styles to execute. 

Well, they'll even have to work even harder 
in the coming weeks, because the tilt is going 
beyond pairs, and the surviving dancers will 
have to make their mark as soloists 

Tn a sense, that could be a good thing, be- 
cause the contestant won't be dragged down 
by an inept partner. On the other hand, the 
soloist’s flaws will be exposed for everyone to 
see, so each finalist will have to be on his or 
her best terpsichorean behavior! 


On Discovery Channel 
“UNSTOPPABLE Wave,” the Discovery Chan- 
nels acclaimed special, will be replayed 
tonight at 9. The documentary reveals new 
geological evidence that seafloor uplift from 
the 9.2-magnitude Great Sumatra earth- 
маке пог a giant underwater landslide, as 
previously thought—caused the devastating 
Dec. 26, 2004 Asian tsunami. 

‘And, staring tomorrow, Discovery will 
screen 10 hours of the channel's most com- 
pelling programs in 2005. 
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А CENTER AYALA CENTER пан ROUNDUP 


Jasmine 
Give the Ayala Malls eGC - Nr lag estan department tres, spec cn PAN- 
The Gift ес | d fastan: Jasmine 
с Trias has set con- 
of Over a Thousand Е x5 certs in Manila and 
Choices. 225 an in the llocos from 


Јап.5109. 


ы... Trias is а special 
JASMINE Trias guest in the Hawaii- 


Activity Center Philippines Centennial Sister-State 


— Province Tour, which celebrates 100 years 
1 s 5 of Filipino migration to Hawaii. 

TOWN AYALA CENTER Нег parens, 

CENTER —— originally from 

Cavite, are 

208 among those mi- 

grants. She rose 

Eo Tame two years 

apo when” she 

mU placed second 

runner-up in the 

wildly popular 

"American Idol” 

reality talent con- 

ONSTAGE - The perfect spot for concerts, test in the United 

stage plays & coporate events States. Yolanda 

tror ong bok or May шу 2005 : Sotelo Fuertes, 
For bookings. pis. сай 752-7862. 3 PDI Northern Lu- 
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NEWLY married couple Elton John and David 

Furnish REUTERS. 
= Й one time while making the film. 

Registration for Art Workshops now on-going at Ecstasizing! “I had a bit of a lost weekend while we 

‘Ayala Museum NEW УОКК—А5 were doing King Kong," Black, 36, says in 

For inquiries, please call 757-7117 to 21 loc 29. if a giant ape the January issue of GQ magazine. “I hada 


cane enough little time off and I did some Ecstasy and I 
Online registration at www.ayalamuseum.org pos Jack Black Went on a kind of crazy rampage and 1 


gong in ‘King Started smoking (again)—me and another 
Kong,” the actor member of the cast, who will remain name- 

AYALA CINEMAS سب‎ Kong" the actor less, just running and dancing around, 

IB JACK Black drinking and Ecsta- 

your seac by ng UES EIC IQ Gee ema үт Hang Aud then ie‏ و 


Movie schedules may change without prior notice. For verification сай 729 7777 CONGRATULATIONS 1 BOSSING! was over." AP 


Honeymoon 


E ШШЕ GNI АМС CERTIFIED BOX-OFFICE KING Ваа 


паса [2 _ سه‎ ٥۶ em || DARN GA PAMILYA Canadian mma 


= MISLED er David Furnish 
TERRORIST те ЗНАКЕ RATTLE |7 
ARS! 5 китов 6 EXODUS: 


shopped and‏ ردد رې د 


lunched at Harry's 


2 E SAE ED Bar on Saturday 
ENTENG KABISOTE 2 d ja £ honeymooning in 


Venice after tying 
MULAWIN 25 TERRORIST HUNTER i me s core es the knot im a civi 
deme sum. uae sos union ceremony in 


Britain this week 
SHAKE RATTLE ^ 

китов 4 KRAN 5 EXODUS news reports said. 
GUARANTEED SEAS GUARANTEED SATS cunke sents 


AKO LEGAL WIFE 


: The Venice daily 
MULAWIN 2 TERRORIST HUNTER The New Venice 
and Mesue" fea- 
tured a photo of the 

китов 4 SHAKE, RATTLE & ROLL ]5 Exonus pones an KONE 
page of its Saturday 
A TERRORIST editions, saying that 
HUNTER the singer and film- 

maker had chosen to 

spend their honey- 

moon in the roman- 

tic canal city where 

John keeps a home. 


cus. [2 sue RATTLE 3 " 
KABISOTE 2 NUMAE 


OKAY KA Fairy KO 
GEND CONTINUES 
NOW SHOWING 


BE OFFIOAL ENTRY TO THE METRO MANILA FILM FESTIVAL 2005 Bl aw 


Y А › 
15 поз accepting bookin, 


for May to July 2006 . 


ple ell i лао: ۳1‏ اا 


AM > PG-135 = INE LO Wat DY RA: 
Customer Senica txt hone кип есю POSISIE РА ЕРО АУ: 


Customer Service tot hotline: loriatta- 752 7272: from 10am to 8pm 
Greenbelt - 757 4853; from ttam to 1220 DES 


labang Town Center - rom 10am to Spm RICA. MARVIN ALESSANDRA `, RYAI 

rom кзз tom tone PRIgA, MARVIN BSSANDRA RYAN) 

"Ds Db La Cals د‎ DAs BELL Eh ۵6۵.۵4۵ Bs 2 Ma a Me 6 Ba bh a 2 a fs УЛ شش شت‎ ANA. kits ps Stolen iD 
1 

Free Seating Cinemas: P80.00 rA PITTSBURGH—A 


MAKIRAMDAM man who stole Will 
SHAKE, RATTLE & ROLL | Smith's identity to 


S ۶ + млтлкот... run up credit-card 
[п 4^ KUTOB debts is going back 
1 to prison for two 
MARKET! WI years for violating 
| MULAWIN year : 
| The کاو‎ in the finds probation, a judge 
ss ENTENG KABISOTE 2 has ruled. 
Judge Alan N 
Bloch concluded 
AKO LEGAL WIFE Tuesday that Carlos 
Lomax, 45, formerly 
— of Duquesne, Penn 
4 Sylvania, was "not 
EVENTS! EVENTS! amenable" to probe 


tion. 


( a n————— del. 

ү‏ و 817 ږ 

"e Н purchase dated on the same day in any regular “after pleading 

N 3 e а 

Store and Supermarket, shoppers will get 1 bogus credit ac-‏ : هکمسنټنښټښټ 
Chri Shopping Bag.‏ 


j counts at Pitts- 
i 3. A maximum of 4 shopping bags will be given م‎ burgh-area stores 


shoppers presenting single or accumulated ы 
Thesis in the finds liste iet " using the identity of 
MI 


WILL Smith 


receipts amounting to P2001 and over. Willard C. Smith, 
4, Shoppers wall present their receipt to the 
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fietyüas оаа jose JAER Reves me ЖИ 
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Getting to know Belgium: 


By Tina Arceo-Dumlao easily comé to mind in business government organizations, coop- with quality projects. 

boca cides i Metro Manila eratives, farmers and fsherfolk a The Philippines also used to bi]‏ رس 

SIDE FROM THE because there have been little di- the countryside, and they will tell on the list of about 18 priority. 

chocolates, lace, Tectinvestments in big-ticket pro- د‎ different story. countries for direct, government 

Giamonds and the 3995 over the past few years. For what Belgium lacked in in- to-government aid, but the cour 
iamonds and the · The more known would be the vestments, it more than made up try was removed recently as ће 

nuns, Filipinos do not ightRail Transit-1 project which for in development assistance development level has improved 

know much about Bel- was put up using mainly Belgian projects. The 22-million Euro direct ait 
gium. funds and built by Belgian firms.  Vardakis says that the Philip- program will end in August 20074 

New Belgian ambassador Gre- ' “The fact is that we are under pines is one of the biggest recip. although it is still subject to геї 

goire Vardakis has thusmadeithis investing... thats why people ients of indirect Belgian aid view. But Vardakis says that re. 

ssion to get the Philippines to dortknowmuchaboutourcoun- with Belgian taxpayers provid- moval from the list does no 

Ё know hiseonnuy a linlebitbetter ty" Vardakis says in am inter- ing some 2.5 million Euros a mean that indirect aid will stop. = 
BELGIAN Ambassador Gregoire Vardakis (left) holds up virgin coconut _ Vardakis admits to Business view. year to the Philippines through On the contrary, funds will 
oil produced by the New Mahayag Cooperative in Catbalogan, Samar. Monday that Belgium does not But ask a good number ofnon- nongovernment organizations сетпмоге 


Bali Blends Café, 
new concept, 
Great place and 
great coffee. 


Amidst the proliferation of 
coffee shops in the Philippines 
found almost all over Metro 
Manila and key provincial cities, 
people have become more 
discriminating when it comes to 
the taste of coffee and as well as 
the ambiance of the coffee shop. 


Bali Blends Café is proud to 
have both the great taste of its 
coffeeand the ambiance. 


Bali Blends Café's coffee beans 
come from various regions in 
Indonesia where the best coffee 
beansin the world come from. 


Apart from that, Bali Blends 
Cafe customers are given the 
value added service by taking 


= 
their orders as they sit down and [ > хаш е < ; 
seve whatever is ordered, Beli [n^ ТО -or-have-c 
Blends Café would like their || ts ГС coffee 
see Ot des cup:of'¢ 
enjoy their drinks or food Weg dena 
through this kind of serice. ee 

+ Come and visit Bali;Ble 
This value added service that 
Bali Blends Café provides to the 
customer has delighted them and 
makethem feel at home. 


After all, most people go to a 
coffee shop to relax and unwind 
after a long day work, to discuss 
some important matters or even 
justto enjoy a pep talk. 


ib st coffee Mere inthe world comefro 


Bali Blends Café does not only 

serve coffee but also various 

food - ranging from appetizer, 

soup, main course and dessert. 

All of these are authentic 

Indonesian recipes but at the 

same time, Bali Blends Cafe is Л 
willing to adjust to the Filipino li d 60 

palates, Hence, а customer can Bali Blends Café 
request upon ordering to adjust 


the tas oP the food tats ely Where paradise is just a cup away... 


palatable tothe Filipino market. 


Bali Blends Café is also serving 

breakfast with bottomless 4 

Sumatran coffee during 3 Special thanks to our sponsors: 
breakfast It is also open for 

group parties or functions. 


cows | IHZA 6 IHZA 


dine or have a cup of coffee; 


where one can converse, think, L A W F l R M 


simply relax and sit back while 
dining orsippinga cup of coffee. 


Garuda Indonesia > 


Tua CT 
— سا‎ = 
Bali Blends Café --- “Where ٩ Pre AM | 
paradise is just a cup away" is سینا‎ LAE Asia International Finance 


У „опаа ROMAN de 
located at SM Mega Strip, SM || quoi ceramic Ties Selamat L مس‎ 


Mega Mall Building A. 0-8 д Atas 69 


For reservation: 
Please call 631-8891 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


LOCAL MANUFACTURERS AND 
retailers took a beating in what 
turned out to be the "shortest and. 
saddest" Christmas season in re- 
cent memory as the government 
stood by and allowed tiangges, 
run by Chinese immigrants hawk- 
“ing  bargain-basement goods 

“from the mainland, to dominate 
the shopping season. 

Philippine Retailers Associa- 
tion (PRA) founding chair Samie 
Lim said President Macapagal- 
‘Arroyo must decide soon whether 


she wanted Filipinos to be сопу." 


«< petitive in the manufacturing and 
* retail sectors or let the foreigners 

fake over what used to be the pil- 
Jarofthe Philippine economy. 

Philippine Chamber of Com- 
mérce and Industry president 
Donald Dee said: "People say 
tiangges are good for consumers 
because they offer lower prices. 
But I ask them, where will Fil- 
ipinos get the money to buy if 
they have no jobs after manufac- 
turers and retailers have closed 
down?” 

‘Arroyo economic adviser and 
Albay Rep. Joey Salceda warned 
of the dire implications of the in- 
flux of China-made goods and 
the hoard of Chinese traders ille- 
gally doing business in the coun- 
чу. 

“The policy dilemma is 
whether the Philippines is con- 
tent to be a nation of traders and 
"consumers or а pass-through 
"economy (we export labor and 
with their remittances buy goods 
imported from abroad). The poli 
cy imperative is whether to opti 
mize the emerging trend or re- 
verse it and prevent it from burst- 
ing,” said Salceda. 

Salceda noted that employ- 
ment in domestic manufacturing. 
has fallen to only 1.3 million out 
of the 32 million-strong labor 

* force, or barely 4.4 percent of the 
“labor force, As of October this 
year, the economy produced 1.2 
million jobs of which only 6,000 


were in manufacturing, 

After going through the worst 
November in terms of sales, Lim 
said the retailers, the legitimate 
ones, he emphasized, were hit 
with another whammy of anemic 
sales with most Filipinos either 
flocking to the old shopping dis- 
trict of Binondo, the new Mecca 
for shoppers this Christmas, or 
going out of town thereby cutting 
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Not a very merry Christmas for RP retailers 


short the holiday bonanza. 

“We used to have 15 solid days 
of sales every Christmas. Now we 
only had 10 because of the long 
holiday and consumers down- 
grading their purchases, lim 
said. 

Except for the last few days be- 
fore Christmas, cash registers 
were barely ringing in the coun- 
пуз shopping malls (Lim esti- 


CONSUMERS are 
ecstatic over cheap 
goods from Divisoria, 
butnot the focal 
‘manufacturers who 
are crying over the 
uneven playing field. 


mated that sales were down by at 
least 15 percent for most retailers 
from past years) while Divisoria's 
tiangges were brimming with 
shoppers from all income levels, 
some of whom were willing to 
pay as much as P100 fora place to 
park their luxury cars, 

“The new phenomenon re- 
flects a shift in consumer prefer- 
ence and is contra-intuitive to the 


Bus firm tests airline-style 
road travel to Baguio _ 


By Vincent Cabreza 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 
Photos by EV Espiritu 


BAGUIO CITY—TRAVEL TO COOL 
Baguio is a very big disappoint- 
ment nowadays, with tourists hav- 
ing to endure five to eight hours of 
traffic along North Luzon cities to 
reach the summer capita. 

But pay P500 for an experi- 
mental bus ride courtesy of Victo- 
ry Liner, and maybe a road trip to 
Baguio won't be as irritati 

Since October this year the 
firm has been experimenting 
with a luxury bus that operates 
like an airline, with a stewardess, 
huge seat space and a comfort 
room making each 
trip “bearable” to the 
uppity and fastidious, 
and “relaxing” to the 
traveling traders, says 
Ricardo Chan, Victo- 
туз Baguio station 
master. 

John Edward Her- 
nandez, Victorys 
chief of operations, 
says the firm has con- 
cluded afer а 
three-month test that 
this new road service 
already beats airlines, 
and Victory has com- 
missioned the manu- 

‘facture of a fleet of 10 

"buses for the Baguio route. 

1 Tourist arrivals have grown as 
‘a result, says Shean Bedi, senior 
‘marketing officer of the Camp 
John Hay Development Corp. 
(CJHDeveo). 

Bedi says hotels in Baguio have 
long asked for ап 
“out-of-the-box” solution to ће 
“horrendous journey” tourists 
have to endure to visit this moun- 
"tain city, and the “airline service" 

bus lines appear to be the trans- 
port industry's response. 

“Our business clients have tak- 
en it and we have not received 
the same kind of complaints ho- 
tels usually get for the long jour- 
ney,” he says. 

Chan says Victory has invested. 
heavily in upgrading Baguio trav- 
el because the city is crucial to its 
operations. It is the only tourist 
destination with the fewest lean 
‘months, he says. 

"Tourists and traders start 


motoring to Baguio in October 
and this upsurge of visitors con- 
tinue to All Saints’ Day in 
November, the Christmas holi- 
days in December, the Panag- 
benga Flower Festival in Febru- 
ary, and Holy Week and the sum- 
mer holiday in March to May" 
Chan says. 

He says no other tourist desti- 
mation serviced by Victory Liner 
has this much commercial oppor- 
tunity. 

The three-month experiment 
began in October and required 
four luxury buses to run on 
shifts ferrying passengers every 
day. 

Each bus is equipped to service 
up to 29 passengers, unlike ordi- 
nary air-conditioned buses, 
which accommodate up to 49 
people. 

The luxury bus leaves the 
firm's terminal in Cubao, Quezon 
City. at 12:15 a.m, every day for 


VICTORY Liner's luxury buses take road travel to Baguio to a 


higher level 


Baguio. From Baguio, another 
bus leaves at 1:15 p.m. for 
Cubao, 

A stewardess serves passen- 
gers in-between meals, some- 
times offering them “hot tow- 
els,” switching on two monitors 
which screen the latest movies, 
and ushering them to the com- 
fort room at the back of the bus, 
says Chan. 

‘The firm's records show that 
the luxury buses served more 
than 3,000 passengers in Octo- 
ber, earning the firm roughly P2 
million in their test phase. 

Chan says the profit earned in 
2005 was remarkable. It was Vic- 
tory Liner's poorest year in recent 
times because of a meningococ- 
comia outbreak that discouraged 
travel to the city even during the 
peak tourist season, 


“This disease was aggravat- 
ed by the fluctuating oil prices, 
which increased 26 times, and 
the recent expanded уа 
ue-added tax on gasoline, We 
were also hit hard by the in- 
crease in highway toll fees,” 
Chan says. 

‘The fleet of luxury buses may 
threaten the local airlines, 
though. Chan says foreigners 
started to choose their buses in- 
stead of booking flights out of 
Baguio because airline schedules 
often rely on this city’s unpre- 
dictable weather. 

"Usually, planes cancel flights 
because of Baguios fog, and 
where else would they go but to 
the bus terminals? We offer them 
something like an airline crew, 
and they realize it’s a boon for 
their businesses,” he says. 
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yuan, Lim said the 


ap with its cheap labor 
уе 21 force and undervalued 
D === 


explosion in overseas Filipino 
workers’ remittances that should 
have triggered an upscaling. In- 
stead, we see an under-ground. 
ing or down-trading momen- 
tum," Salceda said. 

With almost all of the goods 
sold in these bugely popular 
tiangges coming from China, 
Lim said local manufacturers 
were also taking a hit as bad as 
the retailers, 

"The Chinese-made goods are 
suspiciously being sold in the 
country at prices much lower 
than the mainland,” said Lim. 

While both local manufactur- 
ers and retailers acknowledge 
the built-in advantage of China 


government has exac- 
erbated the situation 
by its lax enforcement 
of rules. 

Lim said the China- 
made goods in tiangges 
were cheap largely be- 
cause they did not pay 
taxes and duties. 

In contrast, Lim said 
local retailers operating 
in shopping malls pay 
taxes and other 

fees—10 percent value-added tax; 
3 percent of their sales go to the 
landlords 2 percent to city hall (lo- 
cal taxes), and there is а 3 percent 
surcharge if the sales is done 
through a credit card—and have 
higher overhead because they pay 
correct wages, сапу inventory 
and pay rent for 365 days com- 
pared to the two or three weeks 
for tiangge operators. 

Lim also rued the govern- 
ments lack of seriousness in im- 
plementing rules meant to ensure 
a level playing field. 

Under the Retail Trade Liberal- 
ization Act, businesses with capi- 
tals of $2.5 million and below are 
strictly limited to Filipinos. But 
Lim noted that most of the opera- 
tors of the biggest tiangges in the 
country were from China in clear 
violation of the rules. 

Lim said thatif the government. 
allowed this to continue, the 
manufacturing sector would be 
decimated and the retail sector 
would be relinquished to illegal 
Chinese traders. 

That is why, Lim said, it was 
about time the government took 
astand. 

Salceda suggested that the 
government fitst trace the roots 
of the problems faced by manu- 
facturers before considering its 
defensive tools to repel unfair 
trade practices, such as dumping 
(wherein countries sell their 
products to another country at 
below production prices). 


Getting to know ... 


From pago BI 
likely keep on coming due to the 
impact that Belgian money has 
been making on thousands of 
poverty-stricken families in the 
Philippines, particularly in East- 
ern Visayas. 

‘Vardakis recently went to Cat- 
balogan, Samar with representa- 
tives from Disop, one of the 
biggest Belgian NGOs operating 
in the Philippines, to see the re- 
sults of some development pro- 
jects for himself 

‘The career diplomat was not 
disappointed. 

When he went to meet the Ma- 
hayagnons Farmer Multipurpose 
Cooperative, he learned that the 
members have learned how to 
produce virgin coconut oil, and 
the new trade promises to add 
significantly to their income. 

‘Virgin coconut oil production 
is the latest skill that the mem- 
bers are learning through the de- 
velopment program implement- 
ed by the Philippine Business for 
Social Progress with the support 
of Disop. 

Leo Hilado, who oversees the 
Samar program for PBSP says the 
three-year program with Disop is 
designed to benefit 2,300 fami- 
lies in 12 municipalities 10 in 
Catbalogan and two from neigh- 
boring Jiabong. 


i WELC 


It involves developing maricul- 
ture technologies to augment the 
income of the families, as well as 
the strengthening of the capabili- 
ties of the cooperatives to imple- 
ment their own projects. 

Eastern Visayas has cornered a. 
big portion of development assis- 
tance funds coursed through 
Disop because it desperately 
needs the help. 

“There is more need for devel- 
opment assistance here,” Var- 
dakis says, “Ihave the feeling that 
the standard of living in this part 
is lower than most." 

Vardakis, who arrived in the 
country four months ago, says he 
intends to visit the other sites 
where Belgian funds have a pres- 
ence, saying it gives him a great 
feeling of satisfaction knowing 
that Belgian taxpayers’ money is 
doing real good. 

"I believe that the Belgian tax- 
payer is ready to help in develop- 
ment as long as they know the in 
pact on the local population,” 
Vardakis says. 

Vardakis says that it is through 
these social development projects 
across the country that he hopes 
the Philippines would get a better 
idea of what Belgium is all 
about—more than through the 
usual investments in business 
and infrastructure projects. 


b OME 
His Excellency, GREG@INE UARDAKIS. 


Ambassador of Belgium 


Durs : AN ES 
BELGIAN Ambassador Gregoire Vardakis (center) leads visit to 


Catbalogan, Samar 


pe en 777چ؛!2ھ‎ 


DISOP Philippines coordinator Kathleen Deckmyn-Cordero (left) 
and Belgian Ambassador Gregoire Vardakis check out the packaging 


of virgin coconut oil 


. 
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Gizmo Advisory Board treats | 


Baseco children to a day of fun 


THE JOY OF LEARNING AND DIS- 
covery can brighten the life of any 
child, and those from underprivileged 
communities are particularly in need 
of this special gift. Through the Gizmo 
Advisory Board (GAD), Globe Gizmo 
Prepaid, Globe's special cellphone ser- 
vice for children, brought a day of fun 
and wonder to less fortunate children 
from Barangay Baseco in Tondo, 
Manila. 

‘The residents of Baseco are current- 
ly struggling to recover from the ef- 
fects of several large fires which rav- 
aged their community. Globe Gizmo 
and GAB's first ever outreach program 
brought new hope to these families 
through the simple act of giving their 
children a chance to learn and play in 
а fun, safe, and nurturing environ- 
ment. 

‘About a hundred Baseco kids en- 
joyed a tour through the Museo Pam- 
bata and a special presentation cour- 
tesy of Mad Science. The youngsters, 
mostly aged 8 to 12 years old and 
studying in elementary schools near 
their area, arrived bright and early at 
the Museo, accompanied by designat- 
ed chaperons from their community. 
‘They were warmly welcomed by 
Museo Pambata president Dr. Nina Yu- 
son and celebrity parent Anthony 
Pangilinan, along with representatives 
from Globe Gizmo Prepaid and The 
Parenting Company. After having 


A healthier lifestyle with Orlistat 


ORLISTAT (XENICAL), THE FIRST IN A NEW 
lass of anti-obesity agents, acts as a fat blocker to 
prevent the absorption of excess fats in the food 
‘we eat by approximately 30 percent, Fat, being 
the most concentrated in caloric value, is the 


some morning snacks, the children ea- 
gerly explored the different rooms of 
the Museo, led by friendly tour guides. 

With the boundless exuberance and 
energy of childhood, they played with 
and tried out all the interactive ex- 
hibits at the Old Manila, Kalikasan, 
Body Works, Hanapbuhay, and Tuldas 
rooms. As their curiosity led them to 
absorb new facts about Philippine his- 
tory, physics, biology, and various oth- 
er topics, the building rang with the 
children's delighted laughter. Finally 
the youngsters gathered at the Tuklas 
(Science) room to watch a science ex- 
periment demonstration by the engag- 
ing speakers from Mad Science, 

‘As the children watched in amaze- 
ment, Mad Science's Awesome Omar 
and Bionic Berna performed one as- 
tonishing feat after another — com- 
plete with smoke, brightly colored flu- 
ids, fascinating gadgets and other 
things that make the world of science 
so lively and interesting to children. 
‘The results of the experiments and the 
speakers’ antics provided much 
amusement to the youngsters. At the 
same time, each neat little trick was 
designed to teach basic scientific facts 
and principles to these budding young 
inventors. The group listened in rapt 
attention and scrambled to participate 
in the experiments -- proving that, in- 
deed, learning can be lots of fun! 

As they assembled for lunch, the 


and binge on food. 


+ Don't skip meals. Have smaller in-between 
snacks that are low in fat, like fruit, low fat milk 
or cheese and crackers so you never get hungry 


* Avoid eating meals with big portions. You 


children excitedly recounted the 
mornings activities. Five-year-old 
Daniel beamed happily as he shared, 
“Nag-enjoy po ako saka marami akong 
natutunan.” [' enjoyed it a lot and 
earned many things."] Meanwhile, a 
little girl in fifth grade named Regie 
said: “Masaya po ako kasi natuto ako 
за paglalaro at pakikinig.” ['Tm happy 
because I learned through playing and 
listening."] 

‘The project is part of the САВУ con- 
tinuing efforts to promote children's 
right to quality education and Globe 
Gizmo Prepaid's ongoing contribution. 
to the holistic development of the Fil- 
ipino child, As the country's first pre- 
paid mobile service for kids, Globe 
Gizmo Prepaid is committed to pro- 
viding quality mobile services, as well 
as enriching and entertaining fea- 
tures, that help kids stay connected 
with their family and friends, while 
embarking on a journey of wonder 
and discovery. 

According to GAB member Maricel 
Laxa-Pangilinan, the board considers 
it part of their advocacy to "make 
available unique and positive learning 
‘experiences to underprivileged kids.” 
“Through programs like these, we 
hope to raise the bar for what children 
can learn and how they are educated. 
If every child who joined us just re- 
members this fun educational experi- 
ence, we would already have planted 
seeds in their homes, schools, and 
‘community that would enable them to 
have better access to world-class 
learning,” she affirms. 

Globe's head of family and afinity, 
Mutya Laxa likewise stressed Globe 
Gizmo's pivotal role in providing more 
educational opportunities to Filipino 
children: "As the country’s first 
parental advisory body on responsible 
mobile connectivity for the youth, the 
GAB seeks to explore new ways to de- 
velop a child's full potential. This is in 
line with Globe Gizmo's overall aim of 
making communications technology a 
useful tool for parents in providing 
proper guidance and care to their chil- 
dren.” 

For more information on Globe Giz- 
mo Prepaid, call 730-1000. 
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SOUTH SEA SURETY AND INSURANCE PARTNERS WITH INSULAR LIFE 


South Sea Surety and Insurance Co has part- 
nered with Insular Life Assurance Co Ltd, the first 
and largest Filipino life insurance company, in of- 
fering its employees the Salary Savings Insur- 
ance Program. The SSIP is a convenient payment. 
facility for employees of private entities who want 
to buy ordinary life insurance for themselves and 
their immediate family members by paying pre- 
miums on a monthly made through salary deduc- 
tions. Shown in the photo are: (standing from 


left) Sharon Leano, AM-HRMA, South Sea Surety 
and Insurance Co, Elizabeth Morales, AVP-rein- 
surance department, South Sea Surety and Insur- 
ance Co, Carlo Ifurung, AM Worksite Marketing, 
Insular Life, Ofelia Labao, Agent of Ferrari, Aurora 
050 2, Elizabeth Rivo VP-Vismin Ops, South Sea 
Surety and Insurance Co, (seated from left) Dani- 
lo Ubaldo, VP-HRMA, South Sea Surety and In- 
surance Co, and Lorenzo Luis Gallardo Il, SM- 
corporate accounts department, Insular Life. 


A world of privileges for Citibank 
user Maurice Arcache 


CHIEF SOCIETY CHRONICLER, WORLD-CLASS 
shopper and globetrotter Maurice Arcache typi- 
fies the Citibank cardholder who will appreciate 
the host of benefits being offered by Citibank 
World Privileges ог CWP Citibank’s privilege pro- 
gram now available to ай its cardholders. Which 
is why it doesn't come as a surprise that the coun- 
uy’ leading credit card company has tapped him. 
to sample the many treats in store for Citibank 
users with CWP 

‘Touted as the next generation privilege pro- 
gram, CWP features a wealth of exclusive offers, 
exceptional services and superior benefits that 
equate to recognition and advantages at over 
26,000 establishments in over 30 counties 
across Asia Pacific and the world. 

Leveraging on Citibank comprehensive local, 
regional and global knowledge and partnerships, 
cardholders can take advantage of exclusive dis- 
counts, complimentary gifts, upgrades and a 
range of other exciting rewards. 

“Tm thrilled and honored to be chosen as the 
endorser for Citibank World Privileges,” says 
‘Maurice. “Citibank is an institution that I will al- 
ways trust, with services and products that I ab- 
solutely have full confidence on. 1 can't wait to 
experience the many exciting offerings that CWP 
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‘Goody’ new trends 
for the New Year 


has in store. for 
Citibank cardholders 
like me, Having а 
Citibank card is like 
making a wish on a 
str and having it 
come true" 

According to 
Citibank cards busi- 
ness director Micheli — >. р. 
па Triwardhany, CWP MAURICE Arcache for 
isoneofthemostcom-  gijank World Privileges. 
prehensive _ privilege 
programs in the market that offers perks for din- 
ing, shopping, leisure and recreation, as well as 
travel. “CWP is the perfect fit to the sophisticated 
lifestyle of Maurice Arcache as well as those of 
our million cardholders, making spending more 
rewarding and convenient.” 

‘As a spokesperson for CWE Maurice will be. 
seen in a series of articles coming out in major 
publications that will offer helpful and relevant 
tips on how to make the most of shopping, travel 
and recreation, 

‘To know more about Citibank World Privi- 
leges, call the 24-hour CitiPhone at 995-9999 or 
visit wwwcitibank.com.ph. 


main culprit in gaining unwanted pounds. Since 
the tolerability of Orlistat (Xenical) is inversely 
correlated to the fat content of one's diet, Orlistat 
(Xenical) can help assist and guide the dieter to 
choose eating less fat to help maximize the 
weight loss benefit that it delivers. As a fat block- 
е Orlistat (Xenical) also promotes better consti- 
tution by eliminating unhealthy cholesterol. 

Aside from these, one added benefit is that 
Orlistat (Xenical) teaches you how to discipline 
yourself to avoid food that isn’t good for your 
health. Here are some tips that can help you get 
started towards living a healthier lifestyle: 

* Start your day right with a high-fiber break- 
fast because it helps boost your metabolism and 
fills you with fewer calories. Good options are 
high grain cereals and fruits. Avoid heavy fried 
food breakfast. 


don't have to fill your whole plate with food, ٥ 
tay cutting it down to 2/3 or halfa plate. 

* Avoid eating high-fat foods. Skip bitter or 
‘mayonnaise on sandwiches and toast. You can al- 
so trim visible fat off meats. 

+ Use low-fat cooking techniques - boil, grill, 
roast, poach. Use a non-stick pan that requires no 
oil. Avoid frying foods. 

* Don't eat junk foods like chocolate bars and 
chips. Stock up on more fruits and vegetables. 

* Read labels and aim to buy food with 5 
grams of fat or less per serving. 

For more “Healthier Lifestyle Tips”, you may 
visit the web site, wwwxenical.com ph and chat 
with others, or simply calculate your Body Mass 
Index (BMI) to know how much weight you 
need to lose, You can also get free advice on 
‘weightloss by texting Roche at 0917-805-2468. 


A personalized weight loss treatment 


‘THE LONG WAIT FOR THE ONE-STOP AND 
holistic weight program proven to last is now 
over 

Medislim, a medically supervised weight 
management program which boasts of its поте 
bound, safe and effective treatment is currently 
invading the Philippine market. It is widely 
known in different countries like Thailand, 
Switzerland, Russia and Ukraine, 

Throughout the fourteen years of providing 
medical services and prescribing personalized 
weight loss treatment, Medislim method allows 
по dangerous residue during or after the treat- 
ment. 

Unlike any other weight loss program, Medis- 
lim is tailored to suit individuals needs. The pro- 
gram comprises of two distinct courses: the cru- 
cial core "Weight Trimming” process and the dis- 
tinctive “Weight Stabilization” course which can 
only be found in Medislim. 

For the first course, the desired amount of 
weight is shed according to the result of the lab- 
oratory workups, which will be done by highly 
trained Medislim professionals. The second 
course "Weight Stabilization" aims to ensure 
that there will be no weight rebound. This is 
what differentiates Medislirn from the other 
‘weightloss program anywhere else. Medislim 
makes ita point to maintain the acquired weight 
Jong afier the program ends. 

‘There are four programs, which range from 
four to six months, depending on the desired 
amount of weight loss, People wishing to lose 


only about 11 Ibs can avail of the "Mild Pro- 
gram” while those who want to lose 22-33 Ibs 
can go for the "Mini Program." “Standard Pr 
gram” and “Intensive Program” are also avail- 
able for those wishing to lose 33-55 Ibs and 55 
Ibs and above, respectively. The total package 
that includes Medislim products, laboratory fee 
and doctors fee only range to an unbelievable 
price of P3,500 to P5,000 per month. 

A whole new dimension to the world of medi- 
cal science and health care business, Medislim is 
a successful fusion of the latest western medical 
technologies and the ancient Asian herbal treat- 
ment. It aims to permanently carve a niche in the 
medical and health care world with its latest in- 
novations and technology in combining western. 
medicine with the ancient Asian merhod of los- 
ing weight. 

"This Weight Loss Program consists of a mix- 
ture of herbs and pharmaceutical components 
combined to effectively cleanse the body and 
burn off the unwanted fat. The herbal compo- 
nent is made up of various Thai and other Asian 
herbs, a combination of modern pharmaceuti- 
cals and traditional herbal mixtures. Further 
studies and researches showed that by using 
herbal medicines to control weight, other health 
problems of a patient such as hypertension, dia- 
betes, allergies and asthma have also improved. 

For inquiries about Medislim, just call 687- 
9152 to 53 or visit wwwstcarlos.com, Medislim 
professionals are available nationwide through 
affiliated hospitals and clinics. 


GIDDY ABOUT HOT HAIR TRENDS COME 
20067 Well. no fear, Goody is here. Tame 
those wavy locks or annoying wisps with 
Goody's uniquely savvy hair accessories 
for a look that is sophisticated, stylish 
and girly-girl. Goody's Deco Nouveau, 
Moderne and Pixie Dust is deemed to be- 
come a hit among local fashionistas, Pas- 
tel hues, floral fabrics, and classic frills 
are among the fine choices to make to 
transform even the simplest locks to look- 
ing noticeably feminine. Goody Products 
is exclusively distributed by Goody Prod- 
ucts Phils Inc and is available in leading 
department stores nationwide, 
pavers 


HOT LOOPS DONUTS OPENS DOOR TO DEALERS 


JG Summit's fast-growing donut 
business Hot Loops Donuts, is now 
open for dealership at minimal start- 
up cost, to give more business op- 
portunities to local entrepreneurs. 
Hot Loops Donuts, which has intro- 
duced novel donut varieties into the 
market, began operations in Decem- 
ber 2004 with its first dine-in shop in 
Robinsons Place Pioneer. The Hot 
Loops Dealership Program offers 
businessmen full, strategic marketing 
and merchandising support, com- 
bined with the JG Summit network 
base and cost leverage, so dealers 
can grow their business. "The dealer- 
ship program also gives trainings 


and re-trainings to ensure quality ser- 
vice from the business partner's em- 
ployees. | likewise conducts general 
‘company orientations on Hot Loops" 
new product offerings, policies and 
procedures, and customer service. 
Photo shows the very first business 
partner or Hotloops outlet made pos- 
sible through its dealership program. 
This store is located in Cherry 
Foodarama. For those interested in 
the Hot Loops Dealership Program, 
call 672-2331, 0922-8195642; fax 
them at 672-2331; email them at hot- 
business@hotloopsdonuts.com; or 
visit them at 113 E. Rodriguez Jr. 
Ave., Bagong Под, Pasig City. 


THE 8 MULTIPLE INTELLIGENCES INFORMATION PROGRAM LAUNCHED 


АВ Food & Beverages 
Philippines recently 
launched in partnership 
with the DepEd the "MIB 
- The 8 Multiple Intelli- 
gences Information 
Program. AB Food & 
Beverages Philippines 
-the makers of Oval- 
tine, made it part of 
their corporate social 
responsibility to ad- 
vance the knowledge 
and awareness of the 
elght multiple inteli- 
ences to benefit the 
children of today. The 


[7 


eight multiple intelligences are: Kinesthetic — body smart, Inter- 
personal - self smart, intrapersonal - people smart, Linguistic - 
word smart, Loglcal/ Mathematical ~ logic smart, Musical - mu- 
sic smart, Naturalist nature smart and Visual - picture smart. 
‘Although all of them are differant, they are all the samo in impor- 
tance and research shows that everyone has a combination of 
these intelligences. The МІ8 information program is а three-year 
program that pllots with the third and fourth graders in the par- 
ficipating schools in the Cordillera Autonomous Region and in 
Regions | to V. Mary Lindbart International is the facilitator and 
‘coordinator of the program. The Memorandum of Agreement on 


the program was signed by tha DepEd Secretary Fe Hidalgo and 
AB Food & Beverages Phil president Vivek Chandra. Hidalgo 
was the keynote speaker of the avent. Advocates for Multiple In- 
telligencos in children: Department of Education Secretary Fo 
Hidalgo and AB Food & Baverages Philippines president Vivek 
Chandra, shake hands to seal thelr partnership for MIB — The 8 
Multiple Intelligences Information Program. With them are the 
Ovaltine team (from lett: Marco Torres, Cynthia Icasas and 
Regina Pineda, Assistant Secretary Teodoro Catindig and Mary 
Lindbert president Alberto Rosal. The children represented tho 
sight multiple intelligences in the program's launch. 
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8088 HOUSEHOLD sos аши FOR RENT cans Fon аат eeseemem PUBLIC 
weironspus нөл "m ووس ې‎ 088 MINH ن1‎ 
тә موو وو سوا‎ аас, 
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‘ALL KINDS OF PERSONAL “MACTAN TOWERS + Bik Lot 16 68M now РЕТШ 5 
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Comi КЕН. Www.bayboulevard.tom Bik Lot 4724 now РВОМ астана, Cavite 
ORIENTAL GARDEN la522 6.8M now att تنا‎ | MARIAN YY FEMS FOR SALE BAS PAYI TRANSPO ALLO 
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DriveriHolper 414-0445 
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SUNDAY, JANUARY по . CLASSIFIEDS 2.2... B: 


"Republic ol he Philippines ۷ 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
DepEd Complex, Meralco Ave, Pasig Cy Republic of the Philippines 


tea recast ct a Department ol Education DepEd) 
rure 832.1381 10e 2118 SECONDARY EDUCATION DEVELOPMENT AND IMPROVEMENT 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 1 PROJECT (SEDIP) E31 
Tne ea exert Ave Comme DepED BAC] isis oap rait erd oi png gauge А ia 
delvey string, and ratriaval of Reading Test in Engish and Filio fr Grado I дексте belo Telephone Nos. 635-98-22; 631-0673; Telefax No. 635-9826 


Package ‘Approved Presid | Bid ркем | Enduser 
Budget forthe | Conference | Submission | Bidding 


бөр баи | fom INVITATION TO BID 


Package Bids Telundabl) 


The Republic of the Philippines through the Department of Education is a recipient of an Official 
نا‎ seges | ems E remos Development Assistance (ODA) loan from the Japan Bank for International Cooperation (JBIC) in the amount 
к Grage Ping Test of JPY 7.210 millon to finance the Secondary Education Development and Improvement Project (SEDIP). It 
бов, ризаи nd Dot Ж is intended that part of the proceeds of the loan wil be utilized for eligible expenditures for the new construction 
pm ; Meret of the different schoo! buildings in the province of Negros Oriental as follows: 
Fre et вом du 0 

iid d Te Boll : 
i neon rd Project Description ‘School Location 
— 7 | пава. 
Fadi Test ln Engish and Fino DepED о : One-Storey Science Laboratory Building JoseP.CaedenasMHS | Canlaon Git 
fr Go سار‎ Packaging ard Carp One-Storey Home Economics Build Uptown А n 

v Grade It: Pining, Paca rae ne-Storey Home Economics Building plown Annex 
Bane o No Guia Мана wre One-Storey Industrial Arts Building 
oy One-Storey Four Classroom Building with Toilet 


Total P 512518800 One-Storey Library Building with Guidance 


Bis received hat exceed the ABC per package shal bo ejected i & Faculty Room к У 
Tie Bidding Documents shali be avaliable at ВАС Secretatat, Procurement Servico, Room 508,۶ Floor, Mabini Bd DepED Complex, One-Storey Two Classroom Building Actin NHS Basay 
Mein reco, Pasig GIy, saring December 27, 2005 upon payment ol fe non lune ee ndcad above, One-Storey Two Classroom Building Maglinao NHS Basay 
Bing he cnt neni pores de وهه‎ пау a Rl dana. or One-Storey Industrial Arts Building Maloh PCHS Siaton 
Menu rocutemsntsetae org or cal epED-PS al Telephone No, 636-05-43 or Fax No 35-65-42 Two-Storey Four classroom Building with science La Libertad NHS La Libertad 
ТЕО ВАО esoves ће right to accep reject any orli bids, to nnd ha bidding process, or declare failure of bidding at any ne. 
М cova ava ino rey nein an iby to Ае acid pris ү DN T 
тету одао peregi JBIC requires that bidders and contractors as well as the DepEd, under contracts funded with JBIC ODA 
СЕРҮҮН loans, observe the highest standard of ethics during the procurement and execution of such contracts. In 
pursuance of this, JBIC: () will reject a proposal for award | it determines that ће bitlder recommended for 
award has engaged in corrupt or fraudulent practices in competing for the contract in question; and (i will 
REPUBLIKA NG PILIPINAS à recognize a contractor as ineligible, for a stated period of time, to be awarded a contract funded with JBIC 
DM ا ا‎ D ك‎ ED ODA loans if it, at any time, determines that the contractor has engaged in corrupt or fraudulent practices in 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION. ep competing for or in executing another contract financed by JBIC ODA loans or other Japanese ODA. 


BIDS AND. ANUS И js RS zii tst. Bidding is open to all Philippine Contractors Accreditation Board (PCAB) registered contractors or joint 
وو‎ Рала ретге зверь E venture contractors with valid license, general building in category and eligible to enter into a contract based 
шение ее. ——— ааа н m—— oraward. Schedules of issuance of bidding documents, pre-bid conference and opening of bids are as follows: 


Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 
(Re-Bid) Particulars Canlaon بات‎ Basay Slaton La Libertad 
Tesuance of Bid Date:dan 18, 2006 | January 18, 2006 January 18,2008 | January 18,2008 
Tie DepED‘ and ar Commies سه ساسا‎ and ibid on he log secos puisse Piace : BAO Office _| Municipal Fall Municipal Hal _| Municipal Hal 
Dateline Pre-bid Conference | Date : Jan. 24, 2006 | January 23, 2008 January 25, 2006 | January 28, 2006 
mon اس‎ стене i oc d nee Place :BAC Office | Municipal Hal Municipal Hall _ | Municipal Hall 
(вс) opening of ids | اسسسم‎ Time: 1:00 PM. 9 AM & 2:00 PM. 2:00 PM 2:00 PM 
7577/3776 | A0000000 | January 8.2006 лау وز د اوو و‎ ecco Opening of Bids | Date: Jan. 30,2008 | January 27, 2006 January 31, 2008 | February 2, 2008 
29 Ам. Ам. Service Place : BAC Office | Municipal Hall Municipal Hell | Municipal Hall 
оа а wae سه‎ Timo: 1:00 PM 1000AM&200PM | 2:00 PM 2:00 PM 
ed Gre Om [d pec] 
сата DepED Compl DepED Compl, The complete set of bidding documents may be purchased by interested eligible bidders upon submission 
Meralco Are, Pasig Сту | Meralco Ave- سف‎ Oty of a Letter of Intent to the Office of the ВАС Chairman and payment of a non-refundable fee of P2,000.00 to 
Bas received hal eed e ABC hab scd the Cashier's Office. 
‘The dog Documents hal ve aralatl at he Ромела Seve, BAC Sera Room S08, 5? РГ. Mabini D. DepED 
Те эди ید سينا‎ па CPU ign pendence н acadaban. | ‘Submission of Bids together with all the documents required in the bid documents must be delivered to 
‘dng ale conde in acnocavihpronduro nere implementing Pls and Regulations ٨۸۱6٥ own the aforesaid venue and dates. All bids will be opened immediately thereafter in the presence of all bidders 
Второто свиней Room دا‎ нотами also as له‎ re CUS. or 
патот eene Aann ence apps oh р or thelr legally authorized representatives. 
Deb BAG marron бораве nudes оше шиа ee pt (Sgd.) ATTY. MACUR D. MAROHOMBSAR 
Leve icem eee oce سم‎ (696) ATTY. MACUR D MAROHOMBSAR Vice-Chair, Bids and Awards Committee 
BAC Wee Charman 


PDN. De. 25, 2058 Jn 1.208) 
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«kon cd Бш wh gend ۶ CRESCENCIANA Madamba-ALBANO 
TIRSO "TG" PARPAN, И vow o e Ine Ege Sotero R. Albano of Dingras, Hes Nore 


Joined her Creator on 28 December 2005 
at the age of 93. 


2 
٤ 


on his 10th Death Anniversary 
January 1,2006 

ТМ Ема о Шене а Her bereaved chien Judge Angelo and Dra. Bibiana Cao Eusebio and Erlinda 

WOODWORKS, INC. and PANEL SYSTEMS Masses forthe tral pe ois so Кагын Re. Fe Polonus Ма Rar cles Mur пея 

are being said today at nzo Angelo; Paul Vincent and Aileen Ignacio; 

CORPORATION hereby inform the public that ei oy ‘Anne: Jhoanna Lou and Mary Judith; great-granddaughter: Anya Danielle; nephews 

MRS. JENNY GIRON SANTIAGO's no longer St Alphonsus De Liguori, Magallanes at 6:00 p.m. Ad nieces, other relatives and fiends request the pious readers ما‎ pray for the repose of 

‘connected with these Companies. ‘Sta, Maria Della Strada, La Vista at 6:00 p.m. her soul. 

Thus, any transaction made and entered by St. James the Great, Ayala Alabang at 6:00 p.m. 

Mrs. Santiago after 01 November 2005 without Santuario de San Antonio, Forbes Park at 4:30 p.m. ! 

prior authorization of Management shall no Interment will be on the 7th of January 2006 at Dingras Municipal Cemetery after ће 

longer be honored by us. We ask you to pray with us for him. 730 a.m. Mass at the St. Joseph Parish Church. 


فا 
Charry, Lara, Scho & Tim Bae E‏ 


Rufi & Lalyn, TJ & Liza 
and Grandchildren 


Her remains lie in state at the family residence in Bgy. Albano, Dingras, llocos Norte, 


КҮЧҮ" 


snips ano Яша Commitee 


== سه ات 


E ses CARLOS GOCHUYU 


ч рентанын тина p um Now rests in те infinite warmth and embrace of our Lord. 
пета " esp me, O God for in You I tae refuge: He joined our Creator and his wife RUTH TANGIMKIN 
MET i es tay оп те 29th of December 2005 at the age of 85. 


AN низ» Psalm 164‏ بس شتفم 

pcm E MARIA YBARDOLAZA-ABADILLA He will be missed by his children ANTHONY, LUCY & MANUEL, ALBERT 
7 & MARILYN, NANCY & DANIEL, ALEXANDER & SUSAN, JUDY & 

Pencefully joined her Creator on 30 December 2005 FRANK JR., EMILY & RUBEN, grandchildren and great grandchildren. 


at the age of 88. His body lies in state at Arlington Memorial Chapels, 12 6. Araneta Avenue, 
Wife of CECILIO (t); children Ariel & Nerissa, Lulu & Ray, Quezon City. 
Corrie & Paquito, Flor & Fred; grandchildren, great 


Со аааз relatives and friends request the pious Interment will be on Wednesday, the 4th of January, 2006 at бе» 
Feaders to pray for her eternal rest and everlasting happiness. the Everest Memorial Park after the 8:00 a.m. necrological service 6 
p 


gum 


From the nation's No. 1 Newspaper: Her remains lie in state at the Funeraria Nacional, at St. Stephen's Parish. 


264 Araneta Avenue, Quezon City. | = = == 


Interment will be on Monday, January 2, 2006, 3 p.m. at 

INQUIRER Г pu NES a — 
Aue Fanera Nacional, ۸۳۱ к An obituary with а picture can be a 

fitting tribute to your departed loved one.‏ هوو هغمه رن سرو هن 


Always caring.. INQUIRER OBITUARIES 


бад. Dont OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: 
“| SIXTO DIMARANAN VERACRUZ Ed. 54 © Copy of Death Certificate 8 Any identification document a.D) 


аи ойнаса а AGREE 
Maree! ope MEI Gus UN i | CAE ACCEET CRER 

He will be lovingly missed by his wife ANGELITA LUGAR VERACRUZ: DEATH ANNOUNCEMENT « MESSAGE OF THANKS • 
Mir DANTEK MARWAN LOIDA E TON PR E DEATH ANNIVERSARY • REQUIEMS · FREE OBIT DESIGN 


24-HR HOTLINES : ul December 31, 2005 in Toronto, Canada. 1 have fought 6 good, fight, I have, finished the race, I bave kept the faith © 
722-1144 - 722-1155 |l. يټ‎ ч TD 


e Sa 


esty der sih he Pidgin Daly ge 


"SIGURADO KAMI 
SA SHELL RIMULA: 


a. лае в. Macapagol- -Groves 
President, о. Liner 


At Shell, we understand the importance of maximizing operational efficiencies, minimizing 
your cost por kilometer and the impact that costly breakdowns have on your reputation 
with passengers. The Shell range of lubricants, including RIMULA heavy-duty diesel engine 
oils, SPIRAX transmission oils and RETINAX greases, can help you achieve this. As the 
world's leading lubricants company, we realize it takes more than just great products to 

make a difference. It takes world-class technical support, an eye for detail and an open and honest commitment to helping you at every turn., 

So look beyond a product supplier, Look to Shell for solutions, Contact your local Shell representative or nwt 

Shell Customer Service at (02) 878-8989 or visit us at www.shell.com.ph. ин“ 


Shell congratulates G. Liner on their 50th Anniversary! 
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“Text your feedback: 
Inquirer Mo namelage/lty/message to 2207 (Globe) and 386 (Smart) 
rema us э Mextyle@inqulrercom.ph 


Editor Chelo Banal-Formoso 


The best and the worst 


of Lif 


IT WAS THE YEAR WHEN luxury 
ruled fashion, the iPod was on 
everybody’s pocket or wish list, 


was a year like no other but also 
a year of more-of-the-same— 
a year of both elegance 


Virgin Coconut Oil was the miracle and tackiness, a year with its share 


cure, and ‘Pinoy Big Brother’ was 
the nation's ticket to voyeurism. It 


of the tasteful and the distasteful. 
Quick, send in the clowns! 


E 


Balikbayan RTW 
great Cesar Gaupo, 
who after years of de- 


signing in Hong Kong 
for Shanghai Tang, returned to 
the local fashion scene with a 
bang. His poolside bridal show 
in May proved he remains one of 
the best designers in the busi- 

ness. Later, he launched his de- 
signer shoes under the John 
Kenner brand. 


Emergent talents 
such as Mitzi Quilen- 
drino, Gian Romano, 
Yvonne Quisumbing- 


Romulo and Patty Eustaquio, 
who energized fashion design. 
James Reyes and Joey Samson 
were also seen to have joined 
thebig league. 

lvarluski Aseron was perhaps 
the year's biggest young achiev- 
ef. There was never a dull mo- 
ment in the thirty-something’s 
designs. His star may shine 
brighter this year. 


Inno Sotto, who 
mourned the passing 
of longtime partner 


Richard Tann, but lat 
er transformed sorrow to cre- 
ative demiurge through a gala 
show that triggered fashion fire- 
works (the show at Shangri-La 
Makati in fact was marred by a 
brief fire). Here was one design- 
er who literally wore his griev- 
ing heart on his sleeve. 


Trends that tran- 
scend their milieu and 
era such as the various 


permutations of the ruf- 
fled, Victorian-inspired empire- 
waist top, which got a meteoric >; 


LOCAL fashions С 
nevamakers in 2005 and their 


billowing red pem] 
"Turandot;" Cesar Gaupa's black. 
backless number for the ninang. 
(principal sponsor) with an 
attitude; and lvarluski Aseron's 
nude column with a series of 
ruched details. 


Ria Bolivar, Is- 
anointment when Auggie Cordero hal eu 
closed the Metro Wear fashion passes аа ue 
show last month with show-stop- MUR S нен 
Sing black sik chiffon gowns thet Amm Bitageol who were the 
Were met with thunderous ap- uses of 2005 
ase The romantic vibe may е _ Among male models, quite in- 
Pies far spring/summers more SPiring was the rise of the 
EE ruggedly handsome Rocky 
талу ету that may get Salumbides, a former balut ven- 
bigger this year are skinny jeans dor who's now at the top of the 
bigger this eser. Time wo give modeling game in Singapore. 
ane ars amd bootcut jeans a _ Victor Basa, Zanjo Marudo 
bes and Einar Ingebrigsten also 
raised fashionistas’ tempera- 
tures. 


selling novelertes on the antics and 

foibles of Manila's rich and infa- 
‘mous. Both tell-all books masquerading as 
snippets of fiction were met either with glee 
or disdain, depending on which side of the 
fence you're in. 

“When Chic Hits the Fan” and its sequel, 
“Chie Happens,” have afforded lesser mor- 
tals a peek into the seamy lives of the per- 
fumed set as well as those engaged in the 
sport known as social rappelling. They have 
also led readers to play guessing games as 
tothe characters’ real identities. 

Months after they were launched, the 
two books have become staple topics at par- 
ties, albeit whispered in hushed tones for 
fear of offending supposed victims. 

‘Those who felt alluded to are reportedly 
holding exclusive parties to bash the author 
and people sympathetic to her. Kitty, of 
course, is not expected to make it to the 
guestlist. Go, girll 


Kz GO'S "CHIC" SERIES OF BEST- 


Kitty Go will never eat 
lunch in this town again, 
and she doesn’t care 


The boho look 
which, together with 
the ubiquitous pheas- 
ant, er, peasant skirt, 


has reached nauseating heights. 
Tes about time fashionistas bury it. 
The omnipresent bolero, 
which now comes in tacky knits 
and cheap beadwork, should al- 
so be relegated to the bodega. 
Tama па! Sobra na! Itago па! 


Stylists and fashion 


journalists kuno. The 
ever-merry glossy mag- 
azine scene has meant 


the entry of new pho- 
tographers, stylists, editors, writ- 
ers—and pretenders and interlop- 
ers. Never has fashion journalism 
been as ubiquitous and as merce- 
nary. This year may yet see the 
charlatans exposed. Style nyo bu- 


— 
и 
ен 
одише 


eredi dde igonda niie 
MA ETT RII 


:yle 2005 


Beauties 
and some beasts 


Dove’s Campaign 
for Real Beauty, 
which celebrates Dask 
beauty in its diverse 1 

and mundane forms—flabs, gray dazzling? 
hair, warts and all. In an era where ишш 
social and media standards for - 
beauty exclude women who don't 

fall under the Supermodel, Beauty 

Queen, Movie Star categories, 

Unilever's radical сапу world- 

wide features “real ud with i DOVE'S 
otherwise socially regarded beauty anti-beauty 
flaws. It may take some time be- campaign 
fore Filipinos can be weaned from 

their media-influenced bias for stylist on a Manila visit grimaced at 
western standards of beauty, but the sight of the seemingly uniform 
thisis a start. long, reedy hairstyles of Filipinas, 


and dismissed the look as “so five 
2 Naturally wavy years ago.” 


(or digi-curled) and 
sassy mane. Women Shampoo hardsell. 
have finally realized Shampoo makers have 
its no longer cool to look like used every inanity (о 
theyre all hapless wannabe sham- peddle their prod- 
poo commercial models, giving ucts—a woman gets a 
their locks a rest from the looong promotion owing to 
hours of merciless straightening her long, long hair, another gets 
and rebonding. her beau's approval for having kept 
3 , her hair long... Enough! Rapunzel 
Banishing wrin- belongs to fairy-tale books! 
kles without going 
under the knife. 
Thermage, the non- 
invasive procedure that promises 
tighter, younger-looking skin, in- 
volves no incision and instead uses 
a radio-frequency technology to 
iron out the kinks of facial skin. 
The treatment is expensive but it 
lessens the likelihood of women 
looking much like the Franken- 
stein monster, post messy surgery 


“Re-blah-nded,” er, 
rebonded, hair. Un- 
less one has a sham- 
poo-endorsement con- 

tract, chemically straightened hair 


is out! In fact, one Hollywood GREAT-LOOKING wavy locks 


Avail of our P1,900.00 niet per person 
(Basedon Tein Sharing) 
and celebrate New Year ata : 
Mediterranean Boutique Hotel in the City of Pines... 


[сз FERSAL inn 


DAILY * WEEKLY * MONTHLY 
"Brings the comfort of your home... at the heart of the city.” 


For as low as... 


Php 400.00 v Pip 00.00 „ура: 


Ali rates are inclusive of a Free Breakfast 
except at Annapolis Branch. 

+P. Tuazon St, Cubao, Quezon City 

Tol: (4632) 942-0000 / Fax: (+032) 913-6092. 
+ Аппаройв SL, Cubao, Quezon City 

Tol: (4632) 012-5852 / Fax: (4632) 911-3418 

+ Neptuno St, Makati City 

Tol: (4632) 897-9423 | Fax: (+832) 897-9107 
+ Kalayaan Avenue, Quozon City 

Tel. (зл 24-2000 Fax (4632) 925-3205 
+ Andalucia St, Sta. Cruz, Manila. 

Ыз, 742-7292 |For (5632) 744-0406 


мыло یاب‎ 


THE YEAR OF 
The Year tha 


queens 


a young gir! looks up briefly 


from her ketchpad and 


smiles amidst a wash 


of vibrant colors. 


Businesses do transform societies even in ways 
unseen and unfelt. The very nature of commerce 
spurs development filtering down to a nation’s 
communities. But at times companies have to take 
а more active hand in redirecting that development, 
1 И in alleviating the very causes of poverty.. That's 
help themselves, 1 exactly the strategy SMART has embarked on with 
4 its proactive Social development programs, namely 
the SMART Entrepreneurial Program (SEP) and its 
sponsorship of the SMART Amazing Villages in 
Mindanao, Quezon, and Tondo. 


Helping people 


this is SMART'S 


higher business. 
SEP, the acclaimed entrepreneurial lecture series 
making its way to every scholastic audience north + 
and south of the country has already spread its 
message to 55 institutions with just over 18,000 
attendees. This landmark program has recently 
made important headway in Mindanao, 


порт» 


It's not just about 
the innovations we bring... 


It's about the opportunities 
we provide. 


SR‏ وه 


liso in this southern region, another legacy of 
SMART community development is taking root. The 
SMART Amazing Village with Gawad Kalinga has 
ilready built 80 new homes in Mindanao, taking off 
rom the early-success of 100 homes built at the 
папа Village in Baseco, Tondo, Manila. SMART 
mazing Villages continue to be showcases of 
booperation between business and community, 
Ivherein business provides the capital and inputs 
апа community members provide their own sweat 
bind muscle in building their homes. 


This is the steadfast vision of SMART'S community 
evelopment projects, not only of giving back to the 

mmunity in the form of simple dole-outs, but 
Living them back their self-respect by enlisting their 
bwn efforts and ingenuity in bettering their lots. 
Helping people help themselves, this is SMARTS 
higher business. 


f MVP СОР 

È For the first time in badminton, two continents were set оп a'seismíc collision. 

р The 1st Manuel V. Pangilinan Сир had us expecting big things from. the start: when 

f. organizers announced a continental play format, when some of the biggest names were 

Ё confirmed to play, and right up to the. colorful opening at the-Philspoits Arena.: This paved the 
way for our quest to continue helping Filipinos strive for excellence and to prove that we are 
indeed capable of brilliance when we put our hearts and our minds to it. 


mem 


OTHER MOMEN 


LEAD TO GOLD 1 
Knowing full well that Philippine sports needs all the help it can get, SMART and PLDT recently 
joined forces with the Ateneo Sports Fund Campaign (AFSC) in looking for the next generation of 
sporting champions. SMART will lead the way in growing young talent in’ two main sports: 
badminton and soccer. PLDT will develop the most promising badminton athletes in a sport that 
has been booming in recent years. For its part, SMART will carry the torch for the country's first 
fully supported crop of world-class soccer athietes. in ten years, SMART alms to send a Filipino 
squad to the Tiger Cup (the region's own version of the World Сир) not just to participate, but to 
win the gold. 


SMART SUPPORTS THE PHILIPPINE TEAM TO THE 2005 CHINESE TAIPEI SATELLITE 
BADMINTON CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Following the resounding success of the MVP Cup, SMART then. threw its support behind the. 
Philippine badminton team ‘as’ it headed to Doullu, Yuniin, Taiwan. The top shuttlers іп the 
country competed in the 2005 Chinese Тајре! Satellite Badminton Championships from 
August 31 to September 4, 2005. With so much focus now being given-to badminton, the 
leader in wireless is proud to be a pioneer in recognizing the love affair Pinoys have been having 
with the sport. The national team players who participated in the tournament were Kennevic and 
Kennie Asuncion, Lloyd Escoses, Rodel Bartolome, lan Piencenaves, Arolas Amahit, Је, Jaime 


É Junio, Owen Lopez, Mark Natividad, Marlon Villarin, Christopher Flores, Paula ObaOana, Irene 


Chiu, Karyn Velez, Vanessa Tanco, and Amanda Carpo. 


PHILIPPINE FOOTBALL FIESTA : 
Barotac Nuevo in lloilo is the soccer capital of the Philippines: The town has produced many. 


F- astounding players who have reached nothing less than the nationals. It was the perfect venue 
Е for the 1st Philippine Football Fiesta proudly supported by SMART. More than 1000 children 15 


from around the Visayas and Manila gathered for the event, which was challenging yet festive 


f -and friendly. More than soccer, it was about sportsmanship and brotherhood. 


SMART SUPPORTS ADORE 2005: A CALL TO HOLINESS 

SMART Communications lent its ful support to ADORE 2006, a Eucharistic Marian Youth 
Congress, held at the World Trade Center from Jan. 14-16, 2005. Organized by the Alliance of. 
the Holy Family international, the three-day.congress saw over 6000 participants (mostly 
students from Catholic schools) attend daily from different parts of the country. According tò 


¦ Project Coordinator Leonila Regala, the thinking behind this event was to bring back respect and 


'reverenca to the church: The conveners accomplished this through a series of lectures, masses, 
‘and testimonials from various individuals, most of whom are students themselves Who have 
given their lives to Christ. 


| FILM ACADEMY OF THE PHILIPPINES 


‘Score Й ав another triumph for Filipino movies. Without missing а beat, this year’s Film Academy 
of the Philippines (FAP) awards was a heady encore for last year's event. We're looking forward 
to ever higher achievements that this year's awards have inspired. Because for SMART, its not i 


F just about the movies. It's about supporting our home grown artists їп the local fim industry, i. 
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Diet-conscious fast foods. It 
may be a modest step but at least 
fast-food joints are trying to clean 
up their image as the main 

‘provider of stuff that make people obese and 
‘unhealthy. Even global hamburger chain Mc- 
Donald's has added salads to its menu. 

Recycle-active local govern- 

ments. Some Metro Manila offi- 

Е cials may not believe that ordi- 

mary people can appreciate the 

merits of and practice garbage segregation 

"and recycling. But many towns and munici- 

рене have successfully educated their con- 

stituents on how to keep their environment 

clean and reduce trash. In Puerto Princesa 

City, for instance, cleanliness seems to have 

} "become so instinctive that a vendor immedi- 

Tately whips up a plastic bag to catch an unwit- 

iting tourists trash before it falls to the wet 
floor 

Corporate cleanup. Several 

Е big businesses have taken steps to 
Ба clean up after themselves and 
E properly dispose of waste from 
F the production process, packaging and oth- 
К? ers. The multinational Tetra Pak has set up 
collection points in a growing number of 
schools for its used cardboard containers 
sz while Unilever, а consumer-product manufac- 
шїп giant, treats its waste water before re- 
leasing it into the Pasig River. Mirant, the en- 
ES ergy producer, is into mangrove reforestation 


Sto help soak up the carbon dioxide and other 
i gases released by internal combustion (car) 
engines. 

Consumer-friendly business- 
es. Establishments that exchange 
defective goods without much 
ado are growing in number. 

Those that refuse to replace damaged goods 
are becoming more the exception than the 


rule. 
S a couple of barbells, some dumb- 
bells, a bathtub or a huge basin, a 
gym and a spa make. "Fitness" centers have. 
sprouted in the most unlikely places—some- 
times they are no more than just a square 
space with galvanized iron sheets for roof and 


The spa and fitness bara- 
bara, Some people seem to think 


walls. Who is regulating these places? Gyms 

and spas need expert supervision, not just 

anyone who can raise a barbell over his head 
or wield a wet sponge. 

The neither-here-nor-there 
anti-smoking law. The law is 
gasping for breath, if it is not 
dead yet, Except for restaurants, 
movie houses and a few other 

confined spaces, the law is blithely ignored 
by most people. 

“Promising” food supple- 
ments. You see them in supermar- 
ket and drugstore shelves—food 
supplements which promise ev- 

erything from relieving constipation to lower- 

fing cholesterol and blood pressure, and pre- 

Aventing (even curing) cancer and diseases 
that have to be discovered. But take a good 
look. After making all those fantastic claims, 
the bottom label reads that the Bureau of 
Food and Drugs says the supplement has no 
proven therapeutic value. 


, ALONDON ,^ 
^ taxicab sporting 
a"Wow 
Philippines" 
exterior (above); 
„and the still 
( mothballed 
Х NAIA 3 Terminal 
(right)—the 
Janus faces 
of Philippine 
tourism in 2005 
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and the worst of Lifestyle 


Mobile music. The y 
whole world gave iPods the 


> thumbs up this year. We 


think iPods rock, but a lot of other mp3 


players do, too. 
са] sounds intensified in 


2005 with so many fans 
‘embracing countless local bands. 
and two of "Queer Eye"s 


Fab Four to music hotties Michael Bu- 
blé, Constantine Maroulis and MiG 
Ayesa. 


C2, the healthier alter- 
native to soda. 


Nationalism, — musi 
wise. Pinoys’ passion for lo- 


IPOD, therefore iAm 
Celebrities dropping by 
for a visit—from Neil 


Tech-savvy young en- 
trepreneurs. They shone 
this year with their creativi- 

ty and talents, selling most of their 

wares online, using Multiply pages, 
their own websites, E-bay and other 
popular discussion boards. Now we can 
all go shopping online for clothes, bags, 
shoes and accessories, even without 


credit cards! 
translating to discounts, bar- 


©з gains and a great opportuni- 


ty to discover new brands and products. 


This bazaarcrazy city, 


Neil Gaiman. 


Streamlined 


Әр 


and oak. 


It will take some time before Fil 
ipinos totally embrace minimalism, 
says Cynthia Almario of Atelier Al- 
mario, but a growing number are be- 


coming more open to it. 


bog \ The Asian 
ay EN 


supreme. 


CELEBRATING World Chefs Day. Fernando Aracama, Quito Jose, 


Reggie Aspiras, Luis Miguel Marques Caseiro, ) Gamboa and Cyrille. 
Soenen. 


Tiger Airways and Jetstar's 
bargain-basement rates for 
Asian trips, most notably Hong 
Kong and Singapore, allowed 
many to travel overseas without busting their 
wallets. That one had first to travel to Clark, 
then ride on a plane without the usual in- 
flight amenities, was a minor inconvenience. 
was markedly cheaper than go- 
ing to Boracay Bohol, Palawan 


and many other so-called prime destinations 
in the country, Paging the Department of 


Tourism! 
flocking to the Philippines and pic- 
tures of the country’s attractions are adorning 
taxicabs in London. DOT's focused marketing 
efforts have been reaping good results. 
$ sightofa congested, dilapidated 
and dirty NAIA—the first sight 
tourists get upon arriving on Philippine soil, 
NAIA 3's opening has been annoimced several 


times, yet it still sits ٢٢ deserted. 
Openit, folks. * 


This year, going to Singapore 


RP is now the No. 1 honey- 
moon destination among Korean 


No amount of hype and pro- 
motion, however, can undo the 


pieces and "cleaner," tone- 
on-tone colors, in line with 
keeping the outdoors in var- 
ious shades of green—from lime to 
olive, sage to celadon—and earth were 
all the rage. Wenge finally bowed out to 
lighter shades of wood such as walnut 


which continues to reign 
Unlike 

unadulterated — Orientalia, 

the, look combines stream- 


Txtnonstop. Globe 
com gave heavy pr 
SMS users a treat by 


ing the TXTNONSTOP pro 


mo. 


نه 


shows like 


Housewives" and 


Reality TV shows losing 
their power, Thanks to 
"Desperate 
"Lost" 


Tele- 
repaid 
offer- 


HELLO, sore thumbs. 


Globe's Txtnonstop 
we 


was a bighit. 
Delusional actors. We, 
watched а politician-slash- 
actor brag on TV that his 


movie's special effects can; 


compete with “The Lord of the Rings." 


people are starting to remember that Excuse Peter Jackson while he has aj 


there is more to TV than just crappy re- 


ality TV shows. 


$ 


larity with endless remakes. 

Voyeurism. People, 
is life outside of "Pino 
Brother." 


FANS lined up as early аз 4 a.m. and که‎ 
longas 10 hours to get close to author. 


“PINOY Big BLAHther " 


furniture lined Italian furniture pieces with 


lamps, lanterns, vases and plates. 


in expensive, 


flavor, which have become more 


indigenous to the Philippines. 


S The retro look, whi 


Modern, 
pure, 


were also big. 


World Chefs Day. Last Oct. 20 
saw the Philippines observing the. 
delicious day for the second year, 
and there was a lavish spread at 

Humphrey Navarro's 45, which hosted the 
celebration. It left the satiated people asking 
for more. Like Christmas, can't World Chefs 


Day be marked every day? 
ё Panlilio and Felice Sta. Maria's 
"Slow Food," Nancy Lumen and 
Reynaldo Alejandro's “The Adobo Book,” Vi- 
cente Roman and Reynaldo Alejandro's 
"Wow! Ang Sarap!: The Best of Philippine 
Regional Cuisine.” Other notable books: 
“philippine Cuisine: Home-Cooked Recipes 
Wherever You May Be," by Myrna D. Segis- 
mundo; "Cultural Foods Around the World," 


Cookbooks. 2005 saw food 
publishing boiling merrily as ev- 
ег. Notable books were Erlinda 


Local bands ripping off 
foreign songs, and bands 
and singers gaining popu- 


tional or stylized Asian accents such as 


Home makers investing 
one-ofa- 
kind sculptural furniture 
pieces by the likes of Ken- 
neth Cobunpue. The Filipino design- 
ers works have a decidedly Milanese 


esting because of their use of materials 


of homeowners 

went for black-and-white 
accessories with graphic prints. Accents 
in the form of zebra and leopard prints 


heart attack. Sure, we're all for the de- 

velopment of local cinema but let's not 
get carried away. Ah, pride vs delusion. 
У to drive around the citys 

seedier streets or go to mas-| 

sage parlors and brothels for a night of| 

there раја intimacy. All Pinoys have to do-is' 


у Big texta number to get a girl delivered] 
straight to their motel room! || 


Online escort services. 
Now people no longer have) 


tradi- Badly proportioned 
furniture in the form of 
wide but squat pieces in- 
spired by bigger originals 
from the United States. 
While these humongous showcases} 
may work in spacious homes in Cali- 
fornia and Florida, their poorly 
scaled-down versions simply stick like 
a sore thumb in cramped condo units 
in Manila. 


inter- 


Overly ornate “Dubai-, 
inspired” furniture! 
pieces painted in metallic! 
shades and wrapped in 
loud Versace-like prints. 

These simply have no place in a sup- 
posedly chic home, 


ich al- 
so made a splash last year. A 
number 


by Virginia Serraon-Claudio, Lourdes Ser- 
raon-Joves and Adela Jamorabo-Ruiz; “Fil- 
ipino Cooking and Entertaining Here and 
Abroad,” by Eleanor R. Laquian; “Kitchen 
Rescue: Excerpts from the Philippine Daily 
Inquirer and Then Some...,” by Reggie Aspi- 
ras; “Cooking with Coconut,” by Annie Pas- 
cual Guerrero; and “Smart Carbs: Good- 
Carbohydrate Recipes for Every Lifestyle," 
by Tina Juan, Bambi Gobio and Luchi 


Callanta. 

less pushcarts for shoppers look- 
ing for fresh seafood, meat and vegetables. 
‘The stalls have been classified by name and 
category. Directional signs have also been in- 
stalled to make it easier for customers to lo- 


New palengke concept. 
Farmer's Market in Araneta Cen- 


TULIPAT-SANTOS 
Ricky T. Tulipat, son of Roque (decease 


and Milagros Santos, on Jan. 5, at St. Pat 
ratius Chapel (Paco Park), Manila. Recep- 
tion will follow at the Old Swiss Inn, Gar- 
den Plaza Hotel and Suites, 

Gideon Sy of Drezzee Boutique de- 
signed the bride's gown using egg- 
shell-white duchess satin with an off- 
shoulder portrait collar, The A-line 
bodice has a detachable train cinched 
with silk roses and horsehair ribbons. 

Iis accentuated with a cascading leaf 
pattern and encrusted with floral 
‘Swarovski crystals, cut glass and se- 
quins. A French tulle veil and head- 
piece made of crystals and beads 
complete the ensemble. 


and Elizabeth Tulipat, will wed INQUIRER re- 
porter Tina G. Santos, daughter of Renato 


d) 


n- 
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PHILIP MORRIS 


1 INTERNATIONAL 


Careers in: Marketing : Sales ۰ Engineering • Manufacturing • Human Resources • Finance • IS + Corporate Affairs * Legal + Business Planning 


For more information: www.pmicareers.com Email: PMIPhilippines.CareersQpminti.com Fax: 687-8479 


Philip Morris Philippines Manufacturing Inc. is the Philippine affiliate of Philip Morris International 
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Do you ever 
feel like 


Why bother 
with the different 
hassles when 


ICT Group 


یا همد قر ےج 


وه 


anyway?! 


Visit our Recruitment Center: 
14th Floor Unionbank Plaza, Meralco Avenue 


Ortigas Center, Pasig City. Bring your most updated resume. 


You may also send your resume to recruitingmanila@ictgroup.com 


Please call our recruitment hotline at 8570308-10 


РРР 


CD Kimberly-Clark 


Ош company, a manufacturer of well-known and leading health and hygiene consumer products, 
invites applicants о ће folowing positions: 


CREDIT CONTROL MANAGER 
“This postion is responsible for supporting business management by providing a full range of credit and colecion services 
through te development and implementation ot policies which maximise sales, whe ensuring compliance wih KC's trading tern. 
Helshe wil be the principal credt adviser to the Financial Controller and KC's business departments which use the sevice of the. 
credit 


Position Requirements: 
BachelorsiCollege Degree in Finance, Accounting, Banking or equivalent 
Post Graduate studies desirable but not required 
Skilsin Credit Controls, Account Receivables, Financial Controls 
Knowledgeable in computer operations and excellent communication skills 
Possesses skis in collaboration, teamwork and talent management. 
With at least years of working experience in the same or related fields 
Wiling to work in Makati City 
Preferably assistant managerimanagers specializing in Finance-General/Cost 
Accounting or equivalent 
FulHime postion 


EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT. 

Wil provide administrative supporto the Managing Director, Business Unit directors and expatriates curently based in the 
country, as well as those who are on visit. She wil also attend to the MANCOM administrative requirements during executive 
meetings and manage special functions and activities. 

Position Requirements: 

‘Candidates must possess a Bachelor's or College degree in Commerce, Mass Communication, Humanities, Liberal Arts or equivalent. 
Wih atleast 3 years of working experience in ciericaligeneral administration or equivalent 
The posiion requires skils ما‎ computer operations, communication, customer relations, ime management and айепбоп lo details 
lo needed are competencies in office management, human relations and organizing 
Must be wiling to work full-time in Makati Cily 


Interested partes can email their resumés to alejandro dela cruz kc com 
We wil reply to shortlisted candidates only. 


HK-based company in need of 
Spanish-speaking Office Staff 


Male/Female College Graduate - 
Fluent in English & Spanish 

International trading knowledge 

preferred but not required 

Work experience preferred 

Willing to be assigned overseas 


Please submit comprehensive resumé with 
picture to: 


VIDEO EDITOR/ANIMATOR 


Php 15,000/то* ++ 
College grad. knows PC, edit, paint or 
Animation 
Knowledge of Premiere, Final Cut Pro or Maya 
preferred 
OK to work weekend, holiday, night shift, overtime 
* as full time, after 1 year, with benefits, OT, TF, etc. 
Apply in person with Resumé, 2x2 ID pic., 
Portfolio & Transcript 
RSVP 2/F Salamin Bldg., 197 Salcedo St., 
Legaspi Vill., Makati City 


clo Lifestyle Tableware Corporation, 
Crisanta Tower Unit 907 
325 H. Javier St., Oranbo, Pasig City 
Tel.871-7112/13 
سا‎ lifestyletableware @ yahoo.com 


CAREER in the Fitness Industry 


We are the emerging leader in the Fitness Industry. We 
are looking for career-minded individuals who wants a 
share in this rapidly expanding industry. 


а Entry-level managerial position 

о Six-figure monthly income potential 

о Fitness must be a personal priority 

a Must have natural leadership ability 

о Age 18-25 male / female 

a Must speak clear english 

о Presentable 

а No experience necessary 
To all interested applicants, please submit a 2x2 ID picture 
with comprehensive resume at Le Mirage de Malate, 2126 A. 
Mabini St., Malate, Metro Manila. Hand-carry your resumé and 


leave it to the guard on duty in the lobby. Deadline for 
submission is no later than January 6, 2006. 


A YOUNG AND DYNAMIC INTERNATIONAL DESIGN FIRM 


URGENTLY NEEDS 


INTERMEDIATE LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT 


+ With minimum of 4 years experience 


SENIOR LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT 


» With minimum of 7 years experience 


Candidates are expected to have strong design, organizational and 
management skills. 


Interested candidates please email your resumé stating current and 
expected salary, recent passport photograph to: ¢1 al 
Website: Jesign.co 


Please submit your resumé on or before 10 days upon publication. 


SALES ENGINEER 


Qualifications: 
+ Male/Female, 25-30 years of age 
1 ArchitecVCivi Engineering graduate 
. ‘sell motivated, uring о work under pressure & result oriented 
1 Proficient in Engish language both oral & wrillen communication 
‘Should be a resident of a 15 km radius from the stated address below 

|| * Fresh graduates are welcome 
Send resumé with credentials or email to whdcorp@compass.com.ph, 

| whdcorp G pididsi.net 


WORLD HOME DEPOT CORP. 
9040-F Hormiga cor. Antipolo Sts., Rizal Village, Makati City 
E 8979924 to 28. 


Your 
Career | 
might 
only 

he 

à 
click 

of 

the 
mouse 
away. 
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If you want your career to go places, 
join any of our branches and get 
ready to reach the top of the 
corporate ladder 


Human Resource Manager Advertising & Promotion Coordinator : 


The successtul candidate will be responsible for ensuring The аџошед candidate wil be handing ће alloted budget forthe The ideal candidate wil be primorly responsible for he 
пе ase ei tence of pesornel unctionein ће asigned  above-the-ine and below heine advertsing requirements and wl development of taining programs and ће cory с of 
branch. also coordinate with the merchandising group, ad agencies and other approved ones. with the end view of providing assistance in the 
ES supplies fo support operations sales. 588 مه‎ enhancement of employees. 
ade ^ * male/female 
graduate of Behavioral Science, Law, Psychology or any female S AME voc Gad 
4-year Management course graduate of any 4-year business course + graduale of Education, Psychology, Behavioral Science or 
with 2 to 5 years experience in ali facets of personne! with 1 to 2 years experience In advertising опу 4-year business course 
јада ет Id cns CSN Eh ж with good communication and coordinating suis wilh 2 years related work experience 
зергер ana јарам د ووي‎ highly assertive and con implement creative solutions knowiedgedbie in conducting raining needs analysis, 
وسن‎ ee easter Sid لتوو‎ тшй be computer literate designing. implementing and evaluating of raining 


programs and activiles related to behavior and skil 
must be able fo buld and maintain professional relations Engineer modification of employees 
wth people in the organization gineei 
with excellent interpersonal and communication skills 3 TS 5 т 7 к: ы 
Ботон, ادو‎ د۱٧م‎ and able o wok under анна Nurses 
i سر‎ peer ске لن سيیر‎ ЖЕ БЕС ТЕ 
à not over 30 years old Company Physician in providing medical services In the 

preferably licensed ‘assigned branch. 

Wh 1 year work experience in constuction projects or mall - female 

operations 1 ol over 32 years oid 

1 must be a Registered Nurse 


with 2 years experience In industrial or hospital setup 


able іо establish rapport and deal with ail levels of the 
not over 36 years old organization 


graduate of any 4-year business course - Wing o work on shift schedules or extended hours 
With 2 years supervisory experience in accounting, funds onis а адаалат аа. 
Monae ha or посту funcione кас ЕЕЕ 7 
famillar with banking operations & Central Bonk graduate of Architecture preferably licensed MESE ———M 
procedures Knowiedgeabie in AuloCADD application + mde 
Wit 1 year work experience in elle Inspection and supervision 1 по over 28 years old. 
proficient in drafting, designing and estimates + graduate of Computer Science/Engineering 

1 Sin 1 fo 2 years experience In repair, rouble shooting and 

maintenance of cash registers 


must be a Certified Pubic Accountant р : : (1 Вел 
AW EEE 
female, nol over 35 Yeon oid па REE ERE : 
мы ыы ыы s rere БЫ maleltemcie. (Human Resources * Accounting * Treasury * Customer Servi 
= ae Graduate of Fine Аз or any 4 year related course female 
(чо жа cg EM cep! эй of leas 1 year rolled experience rela design or fashion s+ not over 25 years old 
Manage monthly and quarter Budget and vacancies d د‎ ESMEN Ats биров Management Accountancy, 
caves ج ا‎ eu hh Compuler science о ony 4-earbushness cou o. 


Personable, fast leamer and wiling lo work on extended 
flexible to be scheduled in support or retail hours hours 


nid 


‘TrainingWorks Corp. is he training subsidiary اه‎ the MEDIA PARTNERS 
А аер а سب ملا سم لش‎ 
TRAINING سه ساسا‎ conse b pn ot INQUIRER 
1 KS әт and expand he busnes. Reporting lo senior mra 
Or management, the person must be able ما‎ provide [d 


sialegc support in seling and marketng of the 
company's зше of raining programs. 


Босне ба: 
PROGRAM SALES OFFICER m 


Responsibl 
+ Plan, design, implement sales and marketing plans and actives for assigned projec and 
programs 
Assist in determiing/managing budgets associated wih assigned programs, projects and سو سي‎ 
activites; to you by: 
Responsible for generating participation from cenis in al taining programs as wel ده‎ 
in-house training programs 
Prepare and conduct logistical support lo trainers 
Work independently ю create, manage and implement programs to generate revenues for 
the taining programs 
+ Coordinate with pariners to prepare training schedules that best fl he needs of cients 


Requirements: 
Bachelor's degree in any field; 
Excelent seling and marketing skils for training programs 
Excelent background in cient service and project management 
Experience п seling Trang Orgaizaonal Development programs to companies а must 
Highly analytical and detail-oriented; 
Excelent communication and interpersonal skils. 
Proficient in MS Word and PowerPoint 


Please submit your CV by email to egarcia@trainingworks.com.ph 
on or before 18 January 2006. Only showlsted candidates will be notified. mrave 
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„ The Sales and M 


Té Mennasoft 


1 
Dinsmore || Optimize 
o | 
January 3" 
@ Makati Shangri-la Hotel 


Кы 
ThereisiaLeaderineach , ...... 2» NO چې‎ чече: i eter ти 
andieveryone of us. 4 NOS _—————.Ж 


Promo 


"The Personal Awareness and Leadership seminar w a Ме слали seminar that you must attend to discover thet "m. А а >> 
Tonor i you and ay your оез onea ond or | ERODES 
Aon داد‎ ny extent ems a ли om USA and cove your personal polenti and break 


‘ut your обиму bellis or your money back! ped @nsclub.net Reserve your seats ween КӨК аЙ КУ 
ий 72 GAM to РМ لبهم رسپ اسنا‎ arrr = y x 
E PowerSpeak Inc. | bug PIECE ies виза" 


ЈЕНЕ E-mail: GetSuccessNow@HarryPound.com 
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WE ARE LOOKING FOR eReps™ 
(Contact Center Representatives) 
Customer Service * Technical Support 
Sales • Travel * Financial Services 


We offer a premium for contact center experience 
or Spanish proficiency! 


- Excellent English communication skills 
+ Strong customer service/sales skills 

- Problem solving and analytical skills 

+ Computer and internet proficiency 

+ Willing to work shifts 


Part-time positions now available! 
We are also looking for 
Collection Associates and Transcriptionists. 


CORPORATE POSITIONS NEEDED 


HUMAN RESOURCES. 
Recruitment Director 
Internal Communications Manager 
Employee Relations Officer 
Recruitment Officers (Manila, Cebu and Davao) 
Recruitment Associate (Manila and Davao) 
Recruitment Assistants (Manila, Cebu and Davao) 


INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
Director, Information Technology 
CMS Administrator 
Telecommunications Engineer 
Telecommunications Administrator 
Dialer Administrator 
Helpdesk Analyst 
Database Analyst 
Reporting Analyst 
Desktop Analyst (Cebu) 


SERVICE DELIVERY 
Program Director 
Director, Quality Managment 
Forcedesk Manager 
Team Supervisor, Financial Services 


ADMINISTRATION 
Purchasing Director 


For corporate applicants, please email your resumé to 
manilajobs@ 
For further details, visit our website 


New Year. 


TRAINING 
Training Manager, Leadership Development 
University Linkages Program Liaison 

Communication Trainers (Manila and Cebu) 

Technical Trainer 

^ Course Developer 

Financial Services Trainers 
SALES. 
Business Development Manager 
Sales Associate. 


www.peoplesupport. 
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YResolution: Get a cooler job. 


7". Real Solution: Convergys. 
UNE 


Each new year brings the promise of better possibilities. 


, Make it happen in 2006. 


We’reooking for good communicators with 
passion for learning and drive for success. 


CUSTOMER CARE REPRESENTATIVES 
+ Inbound Programs 

+ Outbound Programs 

* Financial Programs 

+ Consumer Programs 


TECHNICAL CUSTOMER CARE 
REPRESENTATIVES 


TEAM LEADERS 
OPERATIONS MANAGERS 
SENIOR OPERATIONS MANAGERS 


For customer care and non-agent 
positions, call us at 8577760 

or email your resume to 
philippinesrecruitmentéconvergys.com 
or visit any of our offices. 


For technical customer care positions, call 
6318230 or email your resume to 
hro@teledevelopment.com. 


Bring a 2x2 photo together with your 
resume. 


For information on how to apply, 
text CVG HELP to 2308 for Globe/Touch 
Mobile or to 2951 Smart/AMP/Talk & Text, 
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Were re fully booked for 2006! 


I's going to be a very busy, yet very good year for us! We've got a lot of BIG things lined up. 
Come join us and let Twenty-Oh-six be your year to shine!!! 


We are searching for seasoned CALL CENTER PROFESSIONALS for IMMEDIATE ARNG 


| INBOUND SALES REPRESENTATIVES 
OUTBOUND SALES REPRESENTATIVES 


Visit us 5 the 15/F RCBC Plaza Tower 2, Ayala cor. Sen. Gil Puyat Ave., Makati City 
‘Monday to Friday ЗАМ to 3PM. You may also email your resume to careersphQwi, com. 
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Sj Opportunity knocks but once... 


Wanna try Dumaguete? « 
entheosIT, Inc. 


the first medical transcription company in Dumaguete 


needs 


MEDICAL EDITORS 


If you are: 
У single 
У at least 30 years of age 
У atleast 3 years experience as MT 
and 2 years as Editor 
* willing to relocate to Dumaguete City 


Please apply at: 


Mr. Tonton B. Cena 

Entheos IT, Inc. 

3/F LG Sinco IT Center 

Foundation University Main Campus 
Dr. Miciano Road, Dumaguete City 
(085) 422 2294 

(0917) 314 3930 


or email us at: 
careersGentheosit.com. 


Please submit your Application Letter, 
Resume, Transcript of Records and 
Certicates of Employment not later than 
January 7, 2006. 

О 
иметак опне соп) 


www.entheosit.com 


USA MEDICAL SCHOLARSHIP | | From the nation’s No. 1 Newspaper 
MEDICAL STUDENT / INQUIRER 
NURSE / PHYSICIAN etter | 


‘Are you ambitious, highly qualified, female, 
aged 19-30 yrs old, Single, of good 
character, willing to pursue a fully 
sponsored Medical Scholarship? Willing to 
take Psychological and Medical 
Evaluations with Polygraph test? 

If this is you pls call 0917-9421263 


wie ilg Dely lege, 
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caliber individuals to fill in the following positions: 


ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE > Male or Female, 23-30 yrs. old, graduate 
of any four year business course, Sales & Marketing background Porter @ Miles 
preferred. Sales inclination is a must, with sales experience is an Nou e Fer Gast vci 


Fdvantage. 
presents eo 


ACCOUNTING STAFF > Male/Female, not more than 30 years old, 
‘graduate of BS Accountancy, preferably with experience & MYOB 
background. 


AIR SPECIALIST > Male/Female, not over 30 years old, must be 
‘an Accounting graduate, with experience in A/R Analysis, preferably 
with MYOB background. 


PLANT SUPERVISOR > Male, not over 32 years old, hard working, 
dedicated, Sales & Customer oriented, analytical, optimized and 
100% committed to work. 


[NATIONAL SALES RALLY) 
Surpass van Sales баны for AE, 


| INVENTORY CLERK > Male, not over 30 years old, graduate of 
any four year business course, with good communication and written 
skills, computer literate preferably with experience in the same field 
. is required and willing to work on shifting schedules. 


CASHIER > Female, 25-30 years old, Banking and Finance 
Graduate, with good communication and written skills, computer 
٠ iterate, preferably with experience. 


TREASURY SUPERVISOR > Female, not more than 35 years old, 
knows how to handle people, preferably with 5 years experience in 
the same field, with good communicatio en skills. 
Graduate of Banking and Finance or Accountancy, preferably with 
experience in banking transactions and budget preparations. 


“Itis a wretched taste to be 
gratified with mediocrity when 
the excellent lies before us” 


COLLECTOR (WET MARKET) > Male, not more than 30 years - Isaac Disraeli 


old, with experience in credit and collection, graduate of any four 
year course, with good communication and selling skills, willing to 
‘work even on holidays, 


E Y 
Mr, Donald Lim 
CEO - Yohoy. com 
Prosidont - PMA 


Mr. Rene Espinosa Mr. Jessie Rebustillo 
Managing Director — Closifiod Ads Division Hoad 
Porter & Miles, Inc Philippine Daily Inquirer 
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SEMINAR INVESTMENT. 


»»» Early Bird Rate ««« 
P2,995.00 * Vat before January 13 


Mr. Joey Reyes 
Prosident 
PowerSpoak 
DELIVERY REPRESENTATIVE > Male, not more than 30 years 
old, with more than 1 year experience asa Delivery Driver, preferably 

‘with 3,4,5 professional license restrictions 
BUTCHERS/PROMODISERS > Male/Female, 22-28 years old, 
High School Graduate, willing to be assigned in Los Вайов & Lipa, 
Batangas, preferably knows how to deal wiih customers and good 
= X * Unleashing the inner Winner: Empowering Ideas 
* 1 Sure -fire Ways to Keep Customers Coming Back 
* A Plethora of Magic Words & Phrases to turbo-boost 
your Sales Promotion 

* How to make the client Trust You Instantly: 5 Invaluable Tips 

* 6 Powerful Tools Becoming More Persuasive 

* Reading Body Language: 10 Breakthrough Ideas 
. * 5 Common Blunders in Sales Negotiation 

* 6 Power Sources in Sales Negotiation 

* 7 Killer Tactics in Handling Price Objections Lots of Attractive Giveaways. 

* B Proven-Effective Ways of Closing More Sales & Raffle Prizes. 

* How to create a sense of urgency : 3 Essential Methods and 

* BONUS TOPICS: A Chance to Win 


> Latest Trends in Marketing / Marketing Convergence "An Overnight stay for 2 
at Holiday Inn. 
Ф 


Due to the urgency of the requirements, qualified applicants are 
requested to apply personally with resumé, TOR and 2x2 pictures 
from Mondays thru Fridays during office hours at 


HUMAN RESOURCES DEPARTMENT 
jaro Development Corporation 
Km. 17 Aguinaldo Hi-way, corner Holiday Village, 
Bayan Luma, Imus, Cavite 
471-4164 / 471-0170 
‘email add: jaro_corp@yahoo.com 


>>> Regular Rate <<< 
P3.495.00 + Vat starting January 14 


IMMEDIATE HIRING!!! 


SEND PLUS! 


YOUR 
RESUMÉS 
INSTANTLY 


Kemao. 25ге 
otogoUnvaraty Grade 

fits wan 2 years тапаром expotonce 
[pd 
MERCHANDISING FIELD SUPERVISORS 


FOR MANILA, LUZON, VISAYAS & MINDANAO 


> Neuro-Linguistics Programming and Selling: 3 Mental Maps 
> Review of the Basic Presentation Techniques 
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JOBE a З Day Job Fair 
О all January 3-5 9 AM - 5 PM 
5th Floor ELJ Center (ABS-CBN) Mother Ignacia QC 
manilarecruitment@ncogroup.com 981-7558 to 60 
A Better Career To Start The Year 
At NCO, we give you choices. And that is why we have created 
i offerings in order to maximize your skills and talents. 
| Service Agents Technical Support Agents 
_ Telemarketing Agents 


P15,000 - P18,000 Basic Salary 
P5,000 Regularization Bonus 
20% Night Differential :: Free Meal :: Paid Training 


% P2, 750 per successful Referral :: Medical & Life Insurance | 
Fast Career Movement :: Performance-Based Bonuses 
Open Door Policy :: Company Parties 


.... Meals will be 
| provided to all 
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For jobseekers, 


ies; www.jobmarketontine.com E 
oco Where You Find The Best. 


Resolve to make 2006 your best yet with a career 
at West Contact Services. 


Get connected to a global organization with a career at West Contact 
Services, Inc. We are a subsidiary of US-based West Corporation with several 
contact centers located throughout North America, Europe and Asia and 
are looking for dynamic, self-motivated individuals who demand results. 
Make a career change your New Year's resolution. Apply today. 


NOW HIRING! 


* Technical Support Representatives 


* Customer Service Representatives 


* Teleservices Representatives 


Bilingual Spanish/English opportunities 
also available 


Why Choose West? 
* Competitive pay 


* Choose your own schedule; flexible full- and part-time 
opportunities 


* Excellent advancement opportunities 
* Fun work environment 


Guaranteed base wage increases every 
six months! 


: Excellent English oral and written 
communication skills required. 


Apply Now: 
West Contact Services, Inc. 
28/F Exportbank Plaza: 
Don Chino Roces cor Sen. 
. Gil Puyat, Makati 


|| Plone: 8577400 
| Fax: 857-7431/32 à 
| Email: MakatiJobsGwest.com 


westemployment.com 
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Text us your feedback: Inquirer paw nomaldiy/message. Send to 2207 (Globe) or 282 (Sma 


Blended learning: the 


newest 


By Lianne A. 
y Lianne A. Asuncion 


“ae Wi 


using this type of training pro- 
gram in order to meet their 
learning objectives in the 
most efficient way possible. 
Imagine walking into your fa- 
vorite coffee shop and picking 
out your drink from a wide 
array of mixes, More often 
than not, you end up enjoy- 
ing every sip. 

Blended learning shares the 
same concept. It takes into 
consideration the employee's 
learning styles and preferred 
methods of instruction, thus 
maximizing the employee's 
capacity to take in and apply 
the acquired knowledge and 
information. By doing so, 
there is that opportunity to 
keep the employee empow- 
ered and engaged throughout 
the whole learning process, 
which is a key factor to any 
training's success. As such, 
this month’s People at Work 
Pulse attempted to look more 
into blended learning—the 
available ingredients and how 
to mix them. 

Learning mix 

Thirty-four readers coming 
from various industries re- 
sponded. Among them, 
around 71 percent were fe- 
males and 29 percent were 
males, with ages ranging from 


GALILEO GALILEI ONCE SAID, 
“You cannot teach a man any- 
thing; you can only help him 
ind it within himself.” There's 
à lot of truth to that statement, 
which leads us to ask how one 
can help someone find knowl- 
edge within himself 
In the context of work in 
the Philippines, the most 
common way of imparting 
and acquiring knowledge is 
through attending work- 
shops, seminars and confer- 
ences, But do these training 
methods actually work? 
Adult learning principles state 
that different people learn in 
different ways. Some people 
earn better by experiencing, 
some by watching, while oth- 
ers use reasoning and experi- 
mentation. This diversity in 
learning styles has put tradi- 
tional training methods in the 
spotlight, raising the question 
of whether these workshops, 
seminars, and conferences ac- 
tually aid employee develop- 
ment, or whether there is a 
preference for other training 
methods. That is where the 
concept of “blended learning” 
comes in. 
Emerging practice 
Blended learning is an 
emerging practice in the field 
of employee development in 
the Philippines. Quite a few 
companies—mostly those in 
the IT and telecommunica- 
tions industries—have been 


How do you give a great presentation? 


DEAR WW: I RECENTLY READ 
that giving a presentation is at 
the top of the list of people’s 
fears. Well itis for me and Гуе 
got to give one in a couple of 
weeks, Help! 


MSTADES. 


ANTHONY 


AUUSTRATION 


22 to 48 years old. Employees 
from the private sector made 
up 75 percent of the total re- 
spondents, 17 percent from 
the government, and 8 per- 
cent from the academe and 
nongovernment organizations 

All the respondents indi- 
cated that their respective or- 
ganizations do provide them 
with a variety of learning 
methodologies for employee 
development. Out of all the 
respondents, 83 percent 
mentioned that they undergo 
trainings and workshops, 71 
percent attend conferences 
and seminars, and 60 percent 
go through on-the-job train- 


ing. These are the top three 
interventions employed by 
organizations at present. 
This data suggests that for- 
mal approaches to training 
are still the most predomi- 
nant in organizations in the 
Philippines. Nevertheless, 
other more unconven 
methods are slowly gai 
popularity with more than a 
few organizations attempting 
to break free from tradition in 
order to provide more inte- 
grated approaches to learn- 
ing. Such less common, but 
ually important methods 
include coaching/mentoring 
 BLENDED/P Scio 


speeches, and speakers, to 
have a bad attitude about 


[WorkING speakers in general. One 
[WOUNDED J Way that you can overcome 


this skepticism is to clearly 
tell them what they'll learn 
during your talk. And the 
more specific you make it to 
the interests, needs and con- 
cerns of the audience you are 
talking to—the better. This 
will require that you speak 
to a number of audience 
members in advance, a small 
price to pay to earn your trip 
to the podium. 

Do you make them smile in 
the first five minutes? I'm 
not saying that everyone 
should be a comedian, but 
simply that given the option, 
to laugh or not to laugh, 
most of us would vote for the 
former. You can stop short of 
seeking a belly laugh, just 
putting a smile on people's 
faces will be appreciated by 
your audience. 

Do you ask them to do 
something in the first five 


minutes? The simple act of 
answering a question, doing 
an activity or writing some- 
thing down sets an impor- 
tant precedent; it primes 
the pump for actions to fol- 
low. So do what you can to 
get your audience active and 
involved right from the very 
start. 

Do you teach them some- 
thing in the first five min- 
utes? When a speaker tells 
me something I didn't know 
right from the start he or she 
often will maintain my inter- 
est through their entire 
speech. Why? Because I 
don't want to miss the next 
great fact or story that they 
may have in their bag of 
tricks. 

Follow these tips and your 
next presentation won't be a 
dog. 

(Mr. Rosner, an internationally 
syndicated columnist, author and 
speaker, is based in Seattle, Washing- 
ton, USA. E-mail him at bob 
workingwounded.com.) 


iac: 
Bob 


Speechless Rosner 


Whenever I think about 
giving a presentation I think 
of the German man who 
tried to provoke his 
neighbor's dog so he could 
report the animal for disturb- 
ing the peace. How would 
he do this? He played a tape 
of a barking dog to provoke 
the not barking dog, accord- 
ing to German police. 

That man got busted for 
his provocative actions 
However, there is one time 
where it almost always does 
pay to be provocative; when 
you are giving a speech. I've 
listed a series of ways to pro- 
voke your audience right 
from the start of you talk. For 
more, check out Mike 
Caruso’s website http:// 


EdisonHouse.com. 

Do you offer your creden- 
tials in the first five min- 
utes? Connect with people 
on a human level by using 
an "incidental credential." 
For example, you can say 
"When I was speaking in 
London last week I learned 

or "A CEO raised a great 
question in a speech I did 
last week in LA..." You es- 
tablish that you are as 
speaker who gets around 
and who talks to the right 
people, without appearing 
too egomaniacal. 

Do you establish positive 
expectations in the first five 
minutes? Everyone has sat 
through enough boring 
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Corporate social 
responsibility 


PEOPLE AT WORK AND 
the Ateneo Center for Or- 
ganization Research and 
Development (CORD) 
partner to listen to the 
heartbeats of working 
people through this 
People at Work Pulse. The 
results of this poll will be 
published the following 
month. To quicken your 
response rates, Philippine 
Daily Inquirer and Ateneo 
CORD will be giving gift 
packages to two respon- 
dents to be drawn from 
those who replied for the 
month. Winners from last 
month's survey are Raul 
P. Garcellano and Lauro D. 
Santiago. (Please contact а. Yes 
Philippine Daily Inquirer — b. No 
at 897-8808 local 554 to 5. How important is 
claim your prizes). corporate social responsi- 
bility in your selection of 
1. What is your idea of potential employers? 
corporate social responsi- a. 1 prefer companies 
bility? that have these programs 
a. Community develop- b. I prefer that compa- 
ment/ civic involvement nies do not have these 
. Medical missions programs. 
Outreach programs c. It does not matter 
‚ Foundations whether my potential 
. Scholarships employer have these pro- 
Charities grams or not. 
6. What is the impact of 
a Corporate Social Re- 
sponsibility Program? 
а. It is not important. 
b. Good public relations 
(PR) for the company. 

с. Allows employees to 
bond. à 
d. Encourages social re- 

sponsibility. 


a special occasion 

f. More than four times 
a year 

3. Do you get involved/ 
volunteer yourself in 
these projects? 

a. Yes 

b. Not yet, but I would 
like to be involved in 
these projects. 

c. Not applicable 

4. Do you think that all 
companies should have 
these programs? 


organization these 
projects? 

a. Never 

‚ Once a year 


b. 
c. Twice a year 
d 
е 


run 


|. Quarterly 
. Once and only during 


Name: _ 
Gender: 
Nature of the Job: 
Company nam: 
Industry: 

Tel/ Mobile/E-mai 


LLL. Suus за __ 
Position: _ 


— "No: of years working: 


Mail your answers to People at Work Pulse, Ateneo 
Center for Organization Research and Development, 2nd 
flr. Hoffner Building, Social Development Complex, 
Ateneo de Manila University, Loyola Heights Quezon 
City. Or fax this form to (632) 426-6065, or e-mail your 
answers to ateneocord@admu.edu.ph or text to (0920) 
831-9522. Write: topic 1.(answer), 2. (answer), etc. 
name, gender, age, status, position, address, contract 
numbers or e-mail. 


A second 
option for 
admin 
supervisor 
who wants 
to shift to 
HR work 
ردو‎ 


Keeping our mouth shut 


By Teresa R. Tunay, OCDS 


REFLECTIONS 
; FOR THE 
CAN YOU GUESS WHICH PART OF THE HUMAN:BODY Is Мм WORKING SOUL 
the hardest to tame? Behavioral experts say itis the tongue. The 
workplace is a classic example of an environment where the 
tongue can wreak havoc in more ways than one can imagine. So 
many careers have been shattered, workers physically incapaci- 
tated, countless friendships or associations damaged, anomalies 
forged and companies annihilated—on account of one wild 
tongue. This is a case where a golden lesson in today’s Gospel may 
be most relevant. Just one line about silence says a lot: “And 
Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them in her heart.” 
Whatever she heard, she kept to herself. Was she not excited to 
hear what the shepherds were saying? But whatever she felt 
then, only God knew, because Mary pondered it all in her heart. 

From Mary's example we learn about the virtue of keeping our 
mouth shut—something very useful in the workplace. We need 
not pass on every piece of information—whether valid or tittle- 
tattle—we receive. It's not always good to be the first to an- 
nounce things, nor is it desirable to be known at work as the guy 
who can't keep a secret. Because a tongue at rest conserves our 
energy, it naturally makes us more focused on our work—it is an 
active and productive silence so needed in the workplace. 

Our silence would lead us to peace, as it did with Mary 
whom God rewarded with effective serenity. How does this 
work? Reflecting on things in our heart signals surrender— 
surrender to the wisdom of a Power much greater than our- 
selves. Being thus united with that Power, we open our being 
to its influence, and our trust is rewarded with the wisdom of 
silence that shields us and our neighbors from harm and adver- 
sity. (E-mail the author at teresa_de_manila@yahoo.com) 


Gospel. Lk 2: 16-21 
And Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them in her heart 
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Men and Women of the Year 


By Bishop Precioso D. Cantillas, SDB, DD 


ÀS THE YEAR COMES TO AN END AND A NEW YEAR IS 
welcomed with great hope, some personalities are pre- 
sented to the public as "Men of the Year" or "Women of 
the Year." The organizers of this presentation seem to 
pick individuals who have accomplished some important 
works for humanity, society or the world—deeds which 
have attracted the attention of the great majority or 
have gained widespread publicity through the media. 
Those whose works are known only to one's self and to 
God will most likely not earn the distinctive title. How- 
ever, I believe that the millions of simple, hard-working 
and dedicated laborers and workers also deserve to be 
extolled as "Men and Women of the Year,” and perhaps, 
of all times. 

The millions of unskilled, semi-skilled and skilled labor- 
ers are essential to the running of the whole system of 
trade, commerce, industry and everything that makes 
the world go round. These kinds of workers—the blue 
collar workers—hardly get the recognition and the 
proper appreciation of the contribution they make to the 
upkeep of the whole society. They even sometimes suffer 
injustice and exploitation from those in power. They cer- 
tainly deserve to be given more attention by the govern- 
ment and perhaps even by the media. 

As the believers hail Mary, the Mother of God, who 
worked in silence “keeping and reflecting things in her 
heart,” we want to assure these silent workers that we hold 
them in high esteem, and that they, too, are great, in the 
eyes of God. (E-mail the author at mivg@skyinet.net) 
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TECHNICAL SUPPORT REPRESENTATIVES 
Must possess at least a Bachelor's degree in Computer Science, Information 
Technology or its equivalent; technical background is an advantage= 


BI-LINGUAL CUSTOMER SERVICE iti i ٩ 
REPRESENTATIVES All positions require excellent verbal and written 


Fluent in Spanish and English verbal and written communication skills; prior call Ў communication skills and knowledge іп 
‘center experience is an advantage ЕЯ Microsoft Office and Internet Explorer 


CALL CENTER AGENTS 
At least second year college / graduate of any course; eighteen (18) years old 


‘and above; ability to effectively communicate in English, wiling to work in various APPLY IN BUSINESS ATTIRE 
shifts including graveyard; typing speed (minimum 25wpm) 


RECRUITMENT DEPARTMENT 
TRAINERS s Level 3 MS303 EDSA Central Pavillion 
Excellent presentation skill strong technical background is а must; call center | 
experience is а pls; team-oriented and able to work ina fast-paced emet opportunity knocks Mandaluyong City 


SUPERVISORS / TEAM LEADERS @ 
(Technical and Inbound account) Teleperformance Monday - Friday 8AM to 5PM 
‘Must have at least six (6) months - one (1) year supervisory experience 

center: must be an extrovert and must have an energetic personality, ability fo 
‘multi-task; good management skills 


Hotline: (02) 637-7111 local 301 and 302 


QUALITY ASSURANCE SUPERVISOR 5 
College graduate; must have two (2) years supervisory experience, at least one. ге 
of which should be in Operations. careers@teleperformance.ph 


(include the position desired in the subject field) 


MISSION CONTROL ANALYSTS 


Six (6) months customer service experience; one (1) year call center experience; www.teleperformance.ph 
ability to work under pressure and meet deadlines; demonstrated leadeship skills; 
dependability and initiative; flexible schedule 


http://www.jobstreet.comiteleperformance.htm 


DATABASE PROGRAMMER 

Highly knowledgeable in Microsoft SQLServer, Crystal reports, MySQL, Visual 
Basic; Linüx, Apache and Scripting languages; experienced in programming 
user interfaces and database processing under Web and Client Server 
environment 


Asecond option for admin supervisor 
who wants to shift to HR work 


(Continued from Dec. 11, 2005) tive resumé writing in the tions. For example, the Sun- 

internet ог from books. I also day Philippine Inquirer has the 
THE SECOND SUB-OPTION wrote a series of articles on farket section, which 
is to look for a job in another COUNSELOR writing effective resumés, lists and describes many va- 


unit in your company that you Ê which were published in the cant positions. Ads are only 
enjoy and then ask the owners Josie O. FÀ People at Work Section of the the tip of the iceberg. There 
to transfer you to it, without Santamaria 4 Philippine Daily InquirerinOc- are more job vacancies that 
loss of status, salary and ben- tober 2004 and which New Day are not advertised as people 
efits. Never mind if it is not in cruitment? Training? Compen- Publishers published in my resign to join other companies 
НА or in the field of psychology. sation and benefits? Salary ad- bool anaging Your Career ог to go abroad. 
‘The important thing is that you ministration? Employee rela- To The Top.” + Job fairs sponsored in big 
like and enjoy what you do. Be- tions? Or other areas in HR? Then get information on shopping malls or by the Public 
ing in a small company, you Which function do you now companies or organizations Employment Service Office 
can even create your own job have competencies in? What you can apply to which need (PESO) in city governments. 
description with tasks that re- transferable skills do you have people for the job you want. Others 
spond to critical needs that are that you can highlight in your Sources of information include 
not being currently met, and resumé? the following 
convince the owners to put you  Whenyouwanttostartanew _ * Your network of friends, 
in it. career, one strategy is to accept family, and relatives. Let the 
The second option for you is a lower-! vel rank, learn as iow that you are job hunting 
to apply for a job outside your much as you can and then work and that you can prov ide them 
company, Remove your yourself up. Another strategy is with your resumé. Keep tab of 
сатра that, at your age, you to take up special courses or the people to whom you have 
cannot find a better job along enroll in a formal course in given your resumé and follow 
the line of your interest. If itis your field of interest. ‘up with them. 
în HR what particular function ^ Update your resumé. Look " Advertisements of compa- 
in HR are you interested in? Re- for and read articles on effec- nies for existing vacant posi- 


ANTHONY MISTADES‏ ۷ه 


Inoticethattherearecompa- and efficientin your currentpo- which she and her husband 
nies that do not specify re- sition, When Jorge manage with daughter 
quired age range. If a company leave behind your documented Desiree S. Urbi, specializes in 
fas а vacancy in your desired systems to guide your successor. career development, leadership 
job but specifies an age range, This will please your current and management development 
you can emphasize your skills oyers. God bless you. programs, and outplacement 
Yidyourmental and emotional (Ms Santamaria has а Ph.D counseling services, as well as 
maturity to compensate for your in psychology and is a practicing provide consulting services in 
age. psychologist, counselor, man- human resources development 

Do not resign from your job agement consultant, executive and organization development. 
until you have found the right coach and mentor. Her com- Send feedback to carsys@career 
one. Meanwhile, be productive pany, Career Systems, Inc. ms.com.ph.) 


Blended learning: the newest way to effectively learn 


From page 2c the way the organization sees fit. at the data, there seems to be an dents said that in blending, they employee engaged because it's it will be helpful to communi- 
However, no matter how suited it apparent preference for live face- take into consideration the de- а continuous process Aside cate to your boss or organiza- 
(57 percent), earning communi- is to the organization's objectives, to-face interaction. However, livery (57 percent), солун. from being able to reach the tion your own preferred modes 
ties (37 percent), workbooks and the success of the program be- considering that 85 percent of the піепсе (37 percent), cost (23 learner at a more personal of learning. But beyond that. 
readings (29 percent), work comes at risk if it does not facilitate respondents are HR practitioners percen! ‚ and access to technol- level, there is also the oppor- provided by organizations, it 
teams and role modeling (23 the employees’ education. People and trainers, this lends support to ogy (14 percent). They can cre- tunity to extend that reach to is also important to note that 
percent), virtual education such. learn in different ways. Some the majority's response that the ate а program that combines more learners, given the vari- perhaps the most important 
as e-learning classes and o people prefer the classroom set- popularity of these activities is ing with online commu- ety of training methods av: factor in enabling employee 
communities (14 percent), and ting, others learn better in the field, due mostly to its relevance or nities (forums, live chat); or able. Maybe it's time to rethink development is the eagerness 
performance support or help yet there are also those who are value to the employee's current they can also put together a the one-size-fits-all mentality and drive of the learner. You 
desks (14 percent). Examples of more engaged working side-by- work (74 percent). workshop supplemented with and be more creative. Match- can create your own blend if 
performance support include job side with a mentor. No fixed recipe. knowledge databases. The bot- ing how a learner wants to you only will it so. 
aids, knowledge databases, and ^ We asked readers what activi- _ Taking in all these so-called tom line is, in order to get the learn with what learning pro- (Ms Asuncion is a programs 
documentations. пе شش‎ rea their learning, ingredients available methods right mix, exploration of em- gram to offer will most likely officer at Ateneo CORD and a 
Preferred modes ‘and the survey results indicated and helpful features—how then ployee capability and learning Tead to improved learning ef- graduate student in Industrial- 
Given this assortment of leam- that the top three activities are do we blend? There is no fixed style is necessary, as well که‎ fectiveness. Organizational Psychology at 
ing methodologies, the tendency to training and workshops (77 рег- recipe for blends, organizations knowledge of organization On the part of the learner, it the Ateneo de Manila Univer- 
take them for granted comes so cent), conferences and seminars make use of what they have and structure and its available re- „is also important to know that sity. For more inquiries about 
езу. It becomes almost stress-free (51 percent), and coaching and utilize them in the way they 50008, no one will know what works thi. study, contact 
по just pick a program and sun iı mentoring (46 percent). Looking deem fit. In our survey, respon- Blended learning keeps the” best for you except you. Thus, ateneocord@admu.edu.ph) 
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AS WE FLIP THRU THE CALENDAR PAGES 
OF THE YEAR THAT HAS COME TO PASS, 
WE ARE PROUD TO SAY/THAT IT HAS 
BEEN A MAGNIFICENT YEAR FOR US. 


WE WARMLY WELCOME THE NEW YEAR 
WITH EXCESSIVE ZEST AND WE'RE 
FOCUSED ON HAVING A BETTER ONE 
AS WE START THE YEAR RIGHT WITH 

3 NEW ACCOUNTS! 


seize 2006 with 
A NEW CAREER IN A 
GREAT COMPANY! 


IBM DAKSH BUSINESS PROCESS SERVICES PHILIPPINES INC. 


Now hiring young, ambitious graduates to fortify the newest IBM network in Southeast Asia! 
Customer Care Specialists for Fortune 500 Companies. 


You can now visit us at our new 
Recruitment and Training Center!! 


‘Genser Maniac Со Want 
HA ind fct spt (Speaks Tha 

tal waging Company ( Voice Support ) 
ac ote support (Speaks ian or French 


Operations Manager 

Team Leaders 

Workforce Managers 

Мокок Specialists 

Quality Assurance Specialists 
Quality Consultant (Speaks Thai) 
Financial Planning Manager 


Treasury Accountant 
Data Network Specialists 
System Administrators 
Implementation Manager 
IT Helpdesk 
Technical Support Engineers 

+ Deputy Manager - Sourcing 


ilg to wok на spaced سم‎ 


жд cel ча етен: Call center experience is a must for support and leadership posts. 


S/F Edsa Central Pavilion Edsa cor. Shaw + 


Boulevard Mandaluyong City 
Mondays to Fridays. gam - 8pm 
Saturdays gam - брт 
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ROCH WEBSITE NOW UP! HTTP://WWW. RAGNAROK. PH/EPISODEIT SARAP ИТОГ 
BY POL MEDINA JR. 
100 PROOF ITONG LALAGNAN MUNA _ N// LALAGNAN. МАСРАМ 
PUERTO RICAN RUM NG COLA ANG | ANG DAMIT 
NA ‘TO КАМА HNUMIN BASO TAPOS LALAGYAN BAD, NA MA а 
MATIN. NANG MAY NATIN J 
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МОТНЕВ GOOSE & GRIMM BY MIKE PETERS 
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4 M aha ** да HOME WITH А Tb WEAR 
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HOUSEWIVES 


BY JERRY SCOTT AND JIM BORGMAN 
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меламина Sunday СОМІС تت‎ Bl 


INDAY WANDA BY BLOG CALIGUIA 


NAWALA YATA 
TAPANG MO?! 
PA'NO NA? 


DUMATING NA KO 
SA LUGAR NA ТУО 
AT NAKITA KO 
MISMO ANG MGA 
NANGYAYARI... 


BY MANGO COMICS 
SE 7 


LI 


p 4 koy, Gabo! я 
kuhanin мо ang J f кайа mo ba Tonga an 
olen Mo jj = pote H ikisteryosang baba 
C : i LU 5 


: Bakit ka 
гұра nagkaka- 


Sabi ni Tatay, ‘wag 
: daw loMapib... 


81де lang... 
Gabo! 
номади 


помад kang 
لس رد سا‎ 


{ THIS YEAR 1 RESOLVE } 
TO GROW A MOUSTACHE! 


| ^ BIG, HONKI is A ` | AND 1 RESOLVE |. 
MOUSTACHE! : | n за TO WORK OUT! 
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i | HECK WITH IT. WANNA |. ; 
ORDER A PIZZA? | 


sundaylN( 


| SHALL 

SHOOT 
MYSELF... 
(AGAIN 1) 


was a year defined by all that was uttered 
and denied, the comments and cries both tragic 
and heroic. There were occurrences that es- 
caped words: the aftermath from days of deci- 
mation, the passing of a saint among men. 

'oughout the modern world, it was a time of 
padurning and of remembrance, of testament 
and terror. Closer to home, turmoil trapped our 


ines KNOW SOME REAL PEOPLE 
magazine 


THE WORLD 
IS A STAGE 
FOR US 
FILIPINOS, 


(4 
' SHE'S TOO 
BEAUTIFUL 
TO BE SENT 
TO JAIL. 


7ه D ۷ ٥‏ ته а‏ سر سو 8 SS‏ ووو هدور 


by tbe SIM Staff 
photo illustration by Stepb Bravo 


YOU HAVE 
| STOLEN 
THE PRESIDENCY 
NOT ONCE, 
BUT TWICE ! 


= 
Some things are plainly 


beyond words, wiretapped 


conversations and apologies 


e aside. As for the rest, 
2 here аге the quotes 
5) that the world lived 

у by in the year just past 


thought balloons as we struggled to believe 
that such strangeness was real. There was a 
wiretapped conversation—balancing on the 
tightrope between the legal and the crimi- 
nal—a televised apology that fostered neither 
forgiveness nor fancy, and a brightly-hued 
house that captured the imagination of 
voyeurs and televiewers. 


It was a year of the ambiguous, of heroes 
and heels, a year redeemed by men and wom- 
en who broke sports records and showed the 
world that we're also capable of greatness, 
given half a chance. 

Here are words that defined our lives in the 


year ke: pest: Fuel S. De Vera 


а , 
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| Bush, in his inauguration speech 


Sunday Inquirer Magazine 


Мало мем 


Editor In Chief Alya B. Honasan } 


Managing Editor. Pennie Azarcon-dola Cruz H “I thought I was already dead. F V ‘around this time last year Fernando Poe Jr. heed- 
Associate Edar Ruel S. De Vera 


Bas peser Filipino worker Marco Sangil, after he somehow" ed the summons to be brave and do what no Filipino 
p n s. : cu e S eS survived the tsunami in Phuket, Thailand, which killed had done in quite a while. He gave the common folk 
а и موي‎ over 100,000 people in 11 countries hope.” mA 

der ftrt tern PL ipe —The Philippine Daily INQUIRER, 
Advertising & Sales Manager 1 Kenny Nuyda upon naming FPJ as the INQUIR- 
= - Ут" вк Filipino of ће Year for 2004 


“To conquer evil with the arms of love becomes the 

way in which each one can contribute to the peace of 
everybody" 

—Pope John Paul Il, in a New Year's Day Mass 

for peace Î and instead help us in our cam- 

4 paign. It's easy to criticize but 

"She has said she doesn't want politics, but there are ` these people have yet to con- 

efforts to convince her." F / tribute in the campaign one 

— Fernando Poe, Jr. supporter Rez Cortez, upon ا‎ Gi bit.” 

announcing a signature campaign to persuade y, " —Environment Secretary 

actress Susan Roces to run for office " Mike Defensor, 

on Sen. Jamby Madrigal 


"THE Sunday INQUIRER MAGAZINE holds office at Chino Восе Ave. (or 
Mery Pasong Tamo) corer Yague and Mascardo St, Макай Cy, with tele- 
hone number 97-8908 locals 317 and 318. Maling address: PO Box 2050, 
1099 Mania, Phippines. mat: smQynqurercom ph. For press releases, 
send emall to pr simGiequrercom ph. 


Jamby Madrigal 
“Its absolute chaos.” 

—Titon Mitra of CARE International, on running 

camps in Aceh, Indonesia for the survivors of the tsunami 


"He must resign. He has failed in his duties. He has 
done more harm than good, He has done the environ- 
ment great injury; he has squandered his opportunity 
to serve the country" 

—Madrigal, answering Defensor' statements 


“We expect more calesa owners to go out of business 
this year. It is a dying trade.” 
Antonio Gatmaitan, president of the Tondo-based 


Senior Citizen Samahan ng mga Kutsero at May-ari ng Kalesa, Inc. 


“Never in the history of the PBA has a third party 

intervened with this authority" 

“In general, seafood in the country is still safe to —PBA Commissioner Noli Eala on the pro 

eat.” league's resistance to Talk "N Text’s Asi Taulava 

—A Department of Health statement after the playing in the PBA Finals after a Quezon City RTC 

Ano nga ba ang maiden name ni Karina? spread of anonymous text messages warning about a judge ruled in Taulava’s favor 

‘Ano naman ang first rame ni Yuchengco? so-called Zulican Virus allegedly found in seafood 

Katatapos ko lang magsipilyo, pot 13 

bakit nlagyan ko na naman ng toothpaste ang toothbrush ko? “I cannot begin to imagine the horror that went — official level, it is little wonder that aggrieved local 
Lagi па lang ay may bumabagabag through the families and all of the people who heard _. strongmen or political figures turn to hitmen to get 


за dulo ng dia at sa gilid ng utak. this noise and then had theirlives.snuffed out by this / even with the media.” / DER GUN. 
Sa mga sandaling Ito, indi makatkat sa isip wave” ne : | 


" ru ee 
Ба — United States Secretary of State Colin Powell, " 
ng sam nabahura na sa пина 
"aa laba-laba laba-laba laba-laba Балабай Rl e „Auring Ul: to dealt 
бэле panies gres aguio does not have the monopoly of the disease.” / Ў ЕЕ 5 
ay hindi mawala-wala sa Чо: —Dr. Antonio Bautista, DOH Cordillera spokesper- Ў Û 0 
noong araw kasi, lsinasampay ko sa dulo ng linya son, after Baguio was declared a calamity 
M paaria re ee area due to fatal cases of meningococ- 
at ginagawang knock-knock joke. cemia, clarifying that suspected cases of 
Knock-knock!—Who's there?—Lacaba—Lacaba who? the virus were being monitored in other / 
"Laba laba-laba laba-laba laba-laba laba Lacaba...” provinces, as well 

Paano ba nagsisimula ang kantang iyon? 
Hindi ako makakatulog ngayong gabi 
hanggat hindi bumabalik ang unang linya 
sa nirarayumang alaala. 
Maalala ko lang, 
baka-sakaling mabuo ko uli ang kanta. 


Isa sa mga unang nawawala 


ang gunta. 
NaHlock ko ba ang kotse kanina? 
Saan ko nailapag ang salamin ko? 


“When such a culture is allowed to flourish at an 


"Thus Game 1 of the championship series held last 


Sunday is hereby declared forfeited in favor of the 
Barangay Ginebra Kings." n 

—Eala, after granting Ginerba's protest over Talk 

IN Text's Game 1 decision to field Taulava 


“I cannot afford it anymore.” 
—Former President Joseph 
Estrada, on why he wished to return. ` 
to the Philippines due to the mounting || 
costs of his medical treatment, ` 
in Hong Kong 


"And the victory of freedom in Iraq will strengthen 
a new ally in the war on terror, inspire democracy re- 
formers from Damascus to Tehran, bring more hope 
and progress to a troubled region.” 

—Bush, addressing a joint session 
неон of the US Congress 
ang uugod-ugod na hatinggabi sa madaling-araw, 
at hinaharana. 
ng pusang kalye ang pusa namin sa bahay, 
ay saka biglang susungaw sa balintataw 
ang unang linyang halos magdamag na Inaaninaw: 
“Juana, Maria at Petra..." 

Pero hindi ko pa rin mabuo-buo ang lintik na kanta 
dahil pilit na sumisingit 
او"‎ Alda o si Lorna o si Fe." 


Joseph Estrada 
"We've set ourselves up for spectacular success, or а 
spectacular failure.” 
— Vincent “Chot” Reyes, after being named coach of 
the national men’s basketball team 


"The Holy Father's general condition and his respi- 

ratory condition are evolving positively” 
—A Vatican statement after Pope John Paul I's 

condition improved, though he 
remained in hospital 
“Its the biggest crowd we've ever had.” 

—Julius Christopher Cuyos, operations officer of 
Quiapo Church, after an estimated half a million 
devotees attended the yearly feast for the Black Nazarene 
despite fears of terrorist attacks. 


"We did not even pinch a hu 
man rights claimant” _ | 
—Former First Lady | £ 
Imelda Marcos, after ه٠‎ 
US appeals court |. 7 
decision that US courts 
could not overturn a { 


Hinahalinhan ng pag-aalala 

ang alaala, 

Sino itong papalapit па dilag, 
abot-tenga ang ngiti, inaabot ang palad? 
Dating estudyante? Dating kaopisina? 
Isang gustong magpakilala 

па siya'y di-nabalitaang bunga 

ng isang gabi ng pagkakasala 

sa buhay ng isang makasalanang binata? 
Malinaw na ako'y kilala niya. 

Bakit hindi ko siya maalaala? “No one was hurt despite what appeared to be a well- 
Nakakahiya namang itanong kung ano planned operation which specifically targeted the 
ang pangalan niya't apelyido, media.” 

kung saang lupalop 

unang nagdaop 

ang aming mga palad. 

itatanong ko na lang: “Saan ka na ngayon?” 
Baka-sakaling sa sagot niya'y may kataga 

па kukurot o susundot sa gunita. 

Pero ang isasagot niya'y: "Doon pa rin." 
Diyos na mahabagin! 

Saan ang doon at paano ko lyon mararating 
sa loob ng Ilang minutong kumustahan? 


“This is a difficult time, but we remain committed to 
seeing Philippine eagles roaming freely in the wild for 
generations to come.” Philippine supreme | 
—A statement from the Philippine Eagle Foundation court ruling on $683 È 
after Kabayan, the lone Philippine eagle million 
bred in captivity, died 
“We have already tak- 
en the resolute action of 
pulling out of the NPT (Масе. 
ar Non-Proliferation Treaty) and 
have manufactured nukes to cope with — 
the Bush administration's evermore undisguised pol 
icy to isolate and stifle the DPRK (Democratic Peo- 
ple’s Republic of Korea).” 
—A statement from the Korea Central News 
Agency announcing North Korea's possession 
of nuclear weapons 


—A statement from ABS-CBN after an alleged 
pro-FPJ group called "K" burned an ABS-CBN TV van on 
a Mandaluyong City street due to 

the network's purported bias 


“We were just joking. You know we always exchange 
jokes during our talks.” 

—Estrada, on his previous statements saying that the 
Inquinen could be the next target of attacks on the media "More than ever, we must not pull back but move 
forward to wipe out the remnants of the Abu 

"He's totally gone nuts. By all indications, he was Sayyaf” 
mentally disturbed.” President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, after 

—Western Visayas police director Chief Supt. deadly bombs went off in Makati, Davao City and 

George Alino, on P02 Jonathan Moreno, who opened General Santos City 
تو‎ есте ааа ae fire during the Ati-Atihan in Kalibo, Aklan. killing seven. at 
бааа йи io cl people, including Moreno and a 10-year-old girl “You really have to find another job, This is death 
may namataan akong pamilyar na mukha, A N penay: 1 
Fars NEA شه‎ са Tve seen dogs nibble human remains. Is horrific. —Teresita Ang-See of the Citizens Action Against 
musta rai мы ya —Ahmad Syuhada, a resident of Lhok Nga, Grime, issuing a warning to kidnappers after former 
“Dito ka ba nagtatrabaho?” sabi ko, Indonesia, on the need to move the bodies of the tsunami actor and congressman Dennis Roldan is arrested in 
"May kilala akong dito nagtatrabaho. victims still littering the beaches connection with a kidnapping 
Si Chito Francisco." 


Urong-sulong ang gunita 

sa pagtanda: 

тау matatandaan kang mukha 

па hindi mo mailapat sa akmang pangalan, 
at may pangalang nakaukit sa ulirat 


"Ako," sabi niya, "si Chito Francisco." 


“Laba laba-laba laba-laba laba-laba laba-labada. 
Maglaba laba-laba laba-laba laba-laba.. 


Jose F. Lacaba 


B SUNDAY INQUIRER MAGAZINE, January 1, 2006 


“Why did I leave CNN for here?...1 started 
thinking about my life. "Where's my per 
sonal life? How am I living my life? Am | 
balancing it? I also thought it was time 10 
set down roots and when I thought about 
where, I thought it was going to be in the 
Philippines.” 

—Former CNN Southeast Asia 
bureau chief Maria Ressa, 
on joining ABS-CBN | 

“We have a calling from beyond the 
stars to stand for freedom, and America will 
always be faithful to that cause.” 

—United States President George ٧ 


The world is now in the gravest possible dan- 

ger of a pandemic.” 
Shigeru Omi, head of the World Health 
Organization in Asia, on the bird flu that has 
killed 46 people to date 


Imagine what life could have been today 
had we not reclaimed our democracy 19 
years ago, Maybe many of us would 

still be in jail.” 
—Former President Corazon 
Aquino, reflecting on the 1986 People 
Power revolt 


| To page 3 
Cory Aquino 


00000 


The Year... 


“He was a maverick jurist. He was his own man. They 

could not lead him by the nose, so he was not appointed to 
the Supreme Court." 

—Former Sen. Rene Saguisag, on Sandiganbayan 

Presiding Justice Francis Garchitorena, 

who passed away due to cancer at 67 


"Lam pretty happy I got my second win and it is just a 
good start for me this year.” 

—Pro golfer Jennifer Rosales, after defeating prodigy 

Michelle Wie to win the $1 million SBS Open 

in Hawaii for her second career win in the 

Ladies Professional Golf Association tour 


MARES 7 o 


ГА E етті just lucky to be here, lucky to stiljbe wong and I 
Watched Sidney Lumet out there who's 80 and'l figure, Pm 
usta kid fve gota lot of stuff to do yet") , f f 
/—Film director Clint Eastwood, 74, whose 
{Million Dollar Baby dominated the Oscars, 
won d Best Director statuette for Bail 


"They are still recovering from the pleasant surprise." 
—Senate President Franklin Drilon, 
оп Malacafiang’s reaction to the Senate's 
approval of the P907.56 billion budget for 2005 


“I announce the resignation of the government 
over which I had the honor of presiding so that it 
does not pose an obstacle.” 
—Pro-Syrian Prime Minister Omar Karameh V 
of Lebanon, relinquishing power 
after massive public protests. 


“We now believe it is an authentic period piece 
but definitely not the original.” 
— National Historical Institute chair Ambeth — i3 
R. Ocampo on whether the Philippine flag in San 
Francisco was the original 1898 flag made 
by Marcela Agoncillo 


Me 


"А national debate will give people the proper and true 
information on the issues and unmask the peddlers of lies 

and purveyors of misinformation." 
—Albay Rep. Edcel Lagman, challenging the Catholic 
Church to a live debate on family planning 


“We do not accept a ‘kanto boy” challenge like that." 
—Lipa Archbishop Ramon Arguelles, 
responding to Lagman's statement 


“You can be sure that I will never forget the friends that I 

have met here, all that they have done to help me over 

these five months, their children, and the stories they have 
told me.” 

—American lifestyle icon Martha Stewart, 

in a statement on her website upon 

her release from prison after five months 


"Actually we view the interviews as an abuse of press 
freedom.” 

—Armed Forces Deputy Chief 

of Staff Lt. Gen. Edilberto 

Adan, declaring they wanted 

a law cracking down on. 

media organizations 

interviewing known 

terrorists. 


"Adan engages in 
typical doubles- 
peak...His pro- 
posal is pure 
and simple 
censorship and 
an imposition 
of prior restraint 
on the press." 
—National Union of Journalists of the 
Philippines chair Inday Espina-Varona, 
in reaction to Adan's pronouncement 


Raul Gonzalez 


“1 authorize Secretary Defensor to allow legal logging in 
two regions, including Caraga.” 

—Macapagal-Arroyo, announcing the lifting of the to- 

tal log ban in Mindanao upon her arrival in Butuan City 


“Many of the same problems continue. Only the actors, 
have changed.” 

—A report by the Political and Economic Risk 
Consultancy (PERC) Ltd. that names the Philippines 
second overall on a list of most corrupt countries 
after polling over 900 expatriates in Asia 
^1 think we should just disregard that 

That is a conclusion of people who are £ 
holier than thou...Even the UN secretary 
general is charged with corruption.” £ 

Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez. 
on the PERC report 


“It was during recess time. The chil- 
dren bought cassava.” 

—Vice Mayor Ester Tabigue of 

Mabini, Bohol after 27 

schoolchildren died from food 

poisoning after eating 

cassava cake 


"Ang tata- 
pang 
Patay kung 

talaga 


с were 
у Manny Pacqulao E They 
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didn't care if they died).” 
—A Special Action Force officer, after police stormed a 
jailhouse in Camp Bagong Diwa in Taguig. The assault, 
ordered after Abu Sayyaf detainees had taken control of the 
jailhouse, left 22 detainees and a policeman dead 


“And why are they linking him to me when I had so many 
subordinates? Why are they connecting him to me?” 
—Sen. Panfilo “Ping” Lacson, on the National Bureau 
of Investigation’s announcement that fugitive former police 
‘Supt. Michael Ray Aquino had been arr rested 
at) by authorities in the US 
۱1 


“I won't give it up. Terri is my life.” 
Michael Schiavo, husband and legal guardian to 
{Terri Schiavo, a brain-damaged US woman, after at- 
tempts by Terri's parents to keep her alive. Michael said 
I that Terri would not have consented to live in such a 


condition, and had Terri's feeding tube removed 


T: In cases like this one, where there are se- 
ious questions and substantial doubts, our 
"laws; and our courts, should have а pre- 
sumption in favor of life.” 
—Bush, signing a bill to prolong the 
life of Terry Schiavo 


tu 


“Pacquiao might stop him. He throws too many 
punches. Morales don't throw too many punches. It 
1 will be hard for Morales to keep the guy off.” 

—Former world boxing champion Mike Tyson, 
on the upcoming Las Vegas fight between Filipino 
Manny Pacquiao and Mexican Erik Morales 

2” “I accept the decision, that's part of the game.” 
—Pacquiao, after losing a unanimous decision to 
Morales and suffering a nasty gash due 
to an unpenalized head butt 


“We don't want a congressman masquerading as a 
journalist to run a well-respected newspaper. The no. 4 
newspaper cannot be taken over by the no. 7 newspaper.” 
—Jing Villamente, vice president of the Manila Stan- 
dard Employees Association, in a complaint questioning 
Makati congressman Teodoro Locsin Jr-'s taking over as 
publisher of the Manila Standard Today, a broadsheet merg- 
ing Locsin’s Today and the former Manila Standard 


'm in pain, in pain." 
—Prince of Pop Michael Jackson, to re- 
porters, saying he suffers from terrible back 
pain while on trial for sexual molestation 


“We continue to have faith in the collec- 
tive patriotism of our legislators.” 
—Malacafiang Press Secretary Ignacio 
Bunye, on his belief that the Senate would 
pass the controversial VAT bill 


M 


“I want to look pretty when the assassins 
come to get me." 
—Crusading journalist Marlene Esperat, 45, who 
was gunned down in Sultan Kudarat 


“Pil try to develop the character of the team, I want a 
good defensive team." 

—Norman Black, upon being named new basketball 

coach of the Ateneo Blue Eagles 


“The moving finger writes; and, having writ, moves on: 

nor all your Piety nor Wit shall lure it back to cancel half a 
line, nor all your Tears wash out a Word of it.” 

—А Supreme Court resolution, quoting Omar 

Khayyam's “The Rubaiyat,” unanimously rejecting the 

petition of Susan Roces to stand in for her 

late husband FPJ, effectively torpedoing the actor's poll 

protest against Macapagal-Arroyo 


“This should have been the legal opportunity for us to 
know the truth without resorting to other means, 
but it was trashed,” 4 
—House Minority Leader Rep, Francis 
“Chiz” Escudero, on the || 


Supreme Court resolution £o 
PRI | 


“1 am just a housewife. I have no plans 


of mounting anything." 


—Susan Roces, asked during 
a press conference if she had 
У plans of leading a movement о 
unseat President Arroyo for al- 
legedly robbing her husband of 
victory in the 2004 elections 
“Enough is enough!” be 
—Roces, dropping her bid to re- 
place her late husband, opposition presi 
dential candidate Fernando Poe, Jt, in the el 
protest he had filed before the Supreme Court =" 


"The threat is more long term: that certain portions of 

Mindanao are so lawless, so porous the borders that you run 
the risk of it becoming like an Afghanistan situation.” 

—US Charges d' Affaires Joseph Mussomeli as quoted 

by Australian TV. The Philippines’ Foreign Affairs 

department summoned the US official for what it describes 

as a “diplomatic flap,” but ruled out the filing of 

а diplomatic protest against Washington 


"Before we ask a farmer to pay a higher tax on his favorite 

shouldn't we first remove the tax-free status of surgical 
procedures on society matrons who want a J-Lo butt?” 

—Palawan Rep. Abraham Mitra, who authored a bill 


* 'gnacio Bunye 


Boy Abunda 
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imposing a 20 percent excise tax on liposuction 
and other cosmetic surgeries 


“Itinataya ko ang aking maliit na pangalan па totoo ang 

sex video ni Ethel Booba. (I'm putting my humble name on 
the line to say that Ethel Boba’ sex video is real).” 

—"The Buzz” host Boy Abunda on the controversial sex 

tape exposed by his home studio ABS-CBN, that allegedly 

showed Booba, a star of rival network GMA-7, 

in a compromising position 


“Kung sakaling totoo na may cyber-sex video si Paolo 

Bediones, ito'y aming pag-aaralan at ümbestigahan 

(If its true that Paolo Bediones has a cyber-sex 
video, we will study and investigate this)" 

—Abunda, on a gay sex video that implicated 

Paolo Bediones, another GMA-7 talent 


“This will be our crusade from now on. ABS-CBN 
Star Magic condemns... irresponsible 
.ې‎ journalism.” 

—Excerpt .of letter sent to censors 
chief Marissa Laguardia by the Ka- 

(^Y... pamilya network, in complaining that 

^. rival GMA-7 aired parts of a sex video 
~" on the showbiz program "Star Talk” and 
named ABS-CBN contract star Piolo Pascual 

as one of the participants 


"Where is Justice? Where is Truth? Where is Compas- 
sion? It is Your Face, Lord, I truly seek. If not now, then after 
this lifetime." 

—Excerpt from the e-mail sent to colleagues by former 
Urban Bank president Ted Borlongan who was found dead 
in a cemetery, a suicide note beside him 


“At last...” 
— Headline of London tabloids, reporting on the 
wedding of Prince Charles and long-time 
lover Camilla Parker Bowles 


“What surprised us was that from zero knowledge at re- 

hearsals, she went to performance level midway during the 

pageant then just shone all throughout the finals. It was 
quite impressive.” 

—Pageant director Eric Reyes on 15-year-old Juliet 

Chaves who was declared queen of the Palanan, Isabela 

Sabutan Festival, the first member of the Agta 

tribal community in the northern Sierra Madre 

region to have joined and won a beauty pageant 


“santo subito! Make him a saint right away!” 
—Clamor that erupted at St. Peter's Square dur- 
ing the wake of Pope John Paul II, who himself had 
canonized 482 saints and beatified 
1,338 during his 26 years of papacy 


“He'll be just like his father. I think 
he's up to the job.” 

: —Glowing reaction from locals 

КАЈ in Monaco, on Prince Albert taking. 

* over where his father left off after Prince 

Susan Roces Rainier, 81, died April 6 
“It's embarrassing then, it's embarrassing now.” 

—Court testimony of the 24-year-old son of Michael 

Jackson's former maid, describing how the King of Pop 

first fondled his genitals more than 15 years ago 


"One flu over the chicken's nest: 15 a killer bird flu pan- 

demic upon us?” 
—Title of report by investment bank CLSA in Hong 
Kong, deploring that investors have not focused on the 
avian influenza virus, that so far has caused the region $8 
to 12 billion, not to mention scores of lives lost 


"She was clear-minded for someone who has undergone 
such an ordeal. She remains alert, strong and focused." 

—Los Angeles-based lawyer Claire Espina, on her 

client actress Nora Aunor, who was arrested at the LA air- 

port after police allegedly found eight grams of shabu and a 

glass pipe in her carry-on bag on a flight bound for Oakland 


“Hindi libre ang dugo ng mujahideen (The blood of our 
warriors will be avenged)." 

— Message to government from Abu Sayyaf Group 

leader Khaddafy Janjalani, who vowed to avenge the 

killing of 22 alleged ASG members killed 

during a failed escape attempt from the 

Camp Bagong Diwa jail in Taguig 


“We will look at an arrogant, out-of-con- 
trol, unaccountable judiciary that thumbed 
their nose at Congress and the President.” 

—Conservative US leaders to the US 
Supreme Court which backed Michael 

'Schiavo's petition that his wife, Terri Schiavo, 
be taken off an artificial lifeline. The court 

decision riled pro-life groups in the US 


“Pahinga ka. (Get some rest). You're too young to die." 
—Relative to Mindanao columnist Marlene Esparat, 

who was shot by assailants for allegedly exposing corruption 
among local officials in Gen. Santos City 


“їс was free. What's the fuss all about?" 
—FG Mike Arroyo, answering criticisms over his alleged 
use of a $20,000 a night suite in the MGM Grand Hotel in 
Las Vegas during the boxing match between 
Manny Pacquiao and Erik Morales of Mexico 


“Pm handing in a resignation letter. 1 still have things to 
do.” 

—PCGG chair Haydee Уогас5 response to Malacariang's 

pressure for her to quit after she resisted administration 
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schemes on the disposition of the billion-peso coconut levy 
funds. Yorac quoted deputy executive secretary Joaquin 
Lagonera as telling her, "We heard you wanted 

to resign on April 15." 


"Some of the bodies were still 
burning. We had to extinguish the 
small flames licking the remains." 

—Staff Sgt. Edward Belmonte 

of the 505 Search and Rescue Group, 
on the remains of the nine people 
onboard the Huey helicopter, 
including former Phivoles 

chief Raymundo Punong- 

bayan, that crashed into 

Mt. Namat in Gabaldon, 

Nueva Ecija 


o7 жы угу 
Î privileged to have had 
a wonderful sister. She was very 


У Fr. Robert Reyes 


— Leticia Ramos, on sister Foreign Affairs Asst. Secretary 
Alicia, who was brutally killed in a break-in at their house 


“Jose Custodio raped me. A legal decision does not change 
the fact that he raped me.” 

—Karen Vertido, reacting to the decision of Judge Virginia 

Europa to acquit the Davao businessman 

of rape charges filed nine years ago 


“My real program of governance is not to do my own will, 
not to pursue my own ideas, but to listen.” 

—Pope Benedict XVI during his 

installation as the new Pope 


“1 call it medical apocalypse, the end of medical practice in 

the Philippines.” 
—Philippine Medical Association President Bu Castro, on 
the current brain drain that has 30 percent of the country’s 
100,000 doctors migrating to the US 


“It's unfair to be a second class citizen because of love.” 
—Socialist legislator Carmen Monton, on the passage by 
Spain's parliament of a law legalizing gay marriages 


“If someone is giving you a P35-billion prof- 
it, I don't know if others would be able to do 
that. What he has delivered is fact, what oth- 
ers may deliver is speculation.” 
—President Macapagal-Arroyo, on why 
she's keeping GSIS President and GM Winston 
Garcia, who came under fire for E 
receiving 1360,000 in monthly pay 
despite government calls for austerity 


“It was a mistake. To err is human." 
—Vivian Alvarez, a Fil-Australian citizen on her wrongful 
deportation by the Australian government. Though 
Australian PM John Howard apologized, critics lambasted 
his government for doing nothing to locate her 


“I don't know about his other companions, but Corpus has 

no credibility with me. This is really psychotic.” 
—Environment Sec. Mike Defensor on resigned Natural 
Resources Development corporation chief Victor Corpus, who 
quit reportedly because of irregular deals for the 
government's engine replacement program 


“He is such a great loss. He was an indelible influence on 

other artists and the way we look at art.” 
—Asia Art gallery owner James Onglepho, on Ang 
Kiukok, who succumbed to cancer at age 74 


“I suspect there are people in Malacafiang who are acting 
without the President's knowledge.” 

—Fr. Rogelio dela Rosa, O.P, on his resignation as chair 

of the Commission on Higher Education 


“Ies questioning the wisdom of the 

commander. That's why he is there—to 
determine what to prioritize." 

—Armed Forces deputy Chief of 

Staff Lt. Gen. Edilberto Adan, de- 

fending AFP Chief of Staff Gen. Efren 

Abu, who had approved the 


Р P19-million renovation of ће 
Г 4 sidewalks inside Camp Aguinaldo 
` “Neve again terror, war and genocide. 
Ме must remain vigilant.” 
—Berlin Mayor Klaus Wowereit, at the start of 


festivities marking the 60th anniversary 
of the end of the Second World War 


Chavit Singson 


“We never claimed to be a paragon of morals, nor are we 
the guardians of morality.” 

—Unilever Philippines’ press statement on its 

position regarding the ad pullout campaign against 

TV talk shows that have aired sex videos 


“What we want are answers to our questions like when and 

how we are going to be paid. Our needs are immediate and we 
need answers.” 

—Pacific Plans client during a forum organized 

by the troubled pre-need company 


"Its there, it's part of my compensation package." 
—Coconut Industry Investment Fund president Rolando 
А. Golez, on the new sport utility vehicle that he got upon 

assuming office. Golez admitted that he used government 
‘funds to play golf and travel abroad with his wife 
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Archbishop Oscar Cruz 


"Rumor is not just cause for 
dismissal." 
— Former National Labor Relations Commission 
chair Roy Sefieres, on GMA's order that he turn over 
NLRC supervision to Labor Secretary Patricia Sto. с € 
Tomas. The President had accused Sefieres of engaging 
in partisan politics to destabilize her government 


“1f they can find a гоот іп Las Vegas that's $20,000-a- 
night, ГЇ cut off my balls. But if they cannot, they should cut 

theirs.” 
—First Gentleman Mike Arroyo, to critics who alleged that 
he stayed in a $20,000 a night suite in MGM Grand Hotel in 
Vegas for the Pacquiao-Morales match 


“We regret that we got part of our story wrong, and extend 
our sympathies to victims of violence and to the US soldiers 
caught in its midst.” 
—Newsweek editor Mark Whitaker on the 
magazine's inaccurate report that US military 
interrogators desecrated the Koran at 
Guantanamo Bay' 


“1 did not willfully attempt to evade ог ' 
defeat taxes, and I did not willfully provide am 
incorrect and inaccurate information to 
the BIR.” 

—Singer-actress Regine Velasquez / 

who was accused of failing to declare ^. 

3.75 million in 2003 as product 
endorser for Nestle Phils. Actor Richard Gomes 
and Judy Ann Santos have similarly 
been charged with tax evasiorf 


“We get all the blame for the problems here. But Boracay is 

an international tourist destination. We should all help to pre- 
serve it." 

— Malay Mayor Ciceron Cawaling, on Boracay's open 

dump, a 50-foot garbage mound on the 

other side of this world-class beach 


“It will open a can of worms." 
еп. Panfilo Lacson on the alleged explosive testi- 
mony of four jueteng operators which will link FG 
Mike Arroyo and son Pampanga Rep. Mikey Arroyo 
to the illegal numbers game 


“Tve never been into jueteng!” 
—Ilocos Sur Gov. Luis (Chavit) Singson, 
denying charges that he has returned to 
operating the illegal numbers game in the Ilocos 
‘and Cordillera region, saying he was never into 
illegal gambling, even before he blew the 
whistle and linked former 
President Estrada to jueteng lords 


“I received a check, delivered by courier service LBC, that 

said P10 million is payable to Oscar Cruz. I asked myself, ‘Am 
I that cheap?’ ” 

—Lingayen-Dagupan Archbishop Oscar Cruz, on the 

checks he regularly receives from unknown folk. Cruz, who is 

at the forefront of the fight against jueteng, wondered aloud 

if they were perhaps from jueteng lords 


“I can assure you Lam one President that did not receive any 
payola.” 

—President Macapagal-Arroyo to evangelical bishops who 

prayed over her at the opening of the Metro Manila Franklin 

1 Graham Festival Congress of Evangelism 


JUNE < | 
"Small sacrifices.’ = ? 

#—Gen. Jovito Palparan, describing the deaths of civilians 
and local officials during the military anti-insurgency 
campaign. Palparan has been under fire from various sectors 
i 4 for alleged human rights violations 
“I think the military resort project was one big folly which 

has given the AFP another black eye.” 


7 —Sen. Aquilino Pimentel on the Sampaguita Family 


Recreation Center, a 60-room military beach resort in Boracay 


"Mr. Witness, kindly tell this court, is there any homosexual 

relationship between you and Zaky?” 
—State prosecutor Emmanuel Velasco to Abu Sayyaf 
member Gappal Asali during the trial of suspects linked to the 
Feb. 14 bombing in Makati City. Asali had said that he was the 
{favorite student in martial arts, weapons handling and bomb 
assembly of Indonesian terror suspect Jackie Zaky 


“1 like that. It excites me. You see, I'm still alive.” 
—Archbishop Oscar Cruz on text messages claiming that 
he had been ambushed and was in critical condition 


"It will be Bukidnon's wedding of the century.” 
—Rep. Miguel Zubiri describing his forthcoming wedding 
to veejay Audrey Tan. The couple wed on Dec. 3 


“Just like the Nazis treated the Jews, you know, that’s how 
the immigration police treated us.” 
—Philippine Ambassador to Israel Tony Mode- 
na, describing the abuses against Filipinos in Is- 
rael. Modena later apologized for his remarks 


^ am not the Lion King but he must be the 
Liar King.” ~ 
—Rep. Mikey Arroyo on confessed jueteng ۹ 


bagman Richard Garcia, who implicated هان‎ gy” 


him in the jueteng scandal му 

“Hello, Garci?" 

President Macapagal-Arroyo al- 
legedly speaking to Comelec Commissioner , 
Virgilio Garcillano, in the controversial 
phone conversation about election results 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


President Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo 


“We will do our best.” 

—'Garci's" response to GMA's question on 
whether her lead in the elections could fall below 1- 
million votes. The line was among the most incrim- 

inating excerpts from the “Hello, Garci” tapes 


“Sabihin то sa amo mo, walang bagyo-bagyo sa 

amin. Ang pinag-usapan, pinag-usapan. (Tell your 

boss there is no such thing as a storm for me. What's been 
agreed on should be followed).” 

—Confessed jueteng bagwoman Sandra Cam, quoting 

presidential brother-in-law Iggy Arroyo, to whom she allegedly 

submitted her jueteng collection regularly 


“Lam calling on Susan Roces because this tape would show 

that her husband was cheated.” 
—Former NBI deputy director Samuel Ong, on what he 
claims was the master tape of the purported conversation be- 
tween President Arrayo and Comelec commissioner Virgilio 
Garcillano 


“I am asking you this question directly or pointblank: Are 
you the voice on the tape? Answer yes or no.” 
—Rep. Francis “Chiz” Escudero to President 
Macapagal-Arroyo, on the “Hello, Garci” tapes 


“I have felt the political heat but I am still in the kitchen 
vy betause this is where I belong.” 

—President Macapagal-Arroyo to diplomats and 

government officials on why she will not step down despite 

calls for her resignation on the heels of the “Hello, Garci” tape 


‘Justice is done. The man is innocent, he always was.” 
— Michael Jackson's lead attorney Thomas Mesereau, Jr. 
on the acquittal of his client on child-molestation charges 


“Gays and Lesbians for the Immediate Tsugi of GMA 
(GALIT GMA).” 
—Newly formed gay and lesbian organization in 
Baguio calling for the resignation of President Arroyo 
[3 
“Mere possession of wiretapped ‘material is а 
violation of the law.” 
—NBI Director Reynaldo Wycoco on 
the “Hello, Garci” rington 


surrender to ће destabilizers. i 
—President Macapagal-Arroyo about the 
opposition's efforts to get her to admit her role 
in the "Hello, Garci" tape 


“1 am not his keeper." 
—Comelec chair Benjamin Abalos when asked where 
Virgilio Garcillano was. The ex-Comelec official dropped out of 
sight just before the scheduled Senate hearings on 
the authenticity of the “Hello, Garci" tape 


‘Just love them." 
—Drummer Nino Alejandro’s advice to fans on how to 
deal with cancer patients during a fund-raising concert for 
cancer support groups. Alejandro's mother, actress Rio Diaz, 
succumbed to colon cancer after a six-year battle 


“I consider everything as God's handiwork...I am just an 
instrument, like the donkey the Lord rode on.” 

—Jaime Cardinal Sin, who passed away at 76, 

on June 21 


“Thank God, I was given a second lease on life.” 
— Filipino accountant Robert Tarongoy, upon his release 
from his Iraqi captors who held him for 233 days 


“I can’t understand why the President, when asked if 
it was her voice on the tape, would answer, ‘I won the 
election fair and square.” j 
—Marvic Leonen, UP Vice President for legal af- 
fairs, who suggested organizing a "It's Not My Voice 1 
Movement" that would ask each and every Filipino to 
go on record saying that it was not his or her voice 
on the “Hello, Garci” tape until only опе is left ” 


“1 am sorry. Pinagsisisihan ko ito nang lubosh." Noli de Cas} 
—President Macapagal-Arroyo, admitting after 22 
days of stonewalling that it was her voice heard on the 
controversial "Hello, Garci" tapes. She apologized for her 
“lapse of judgment" but insisted that her call to a 
high-ranking Comelec official in no way affected the 
results of the 2004 presidential elections 


“If we hold on together...” 
- from the Diana Ross song sang by Cabinet mem- 
bers to show President Arroyo their full support after the Chief 
Executive apologized for her “lapse in judgment” 


“The gravest thing that you have done is that you have 
stolen the presidency, not once, but twice. 

Susan Roces to President Arroyo, demanding her 

immediate resignation following GMA's admission that 

it was indeed her voice on the “Hello, Garci" tape 


"She's too beautiful to be sent to jail.” 
—Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez on Susan Roces. 
adding that the actress broke no law when 
she called for GMA’ resignation 


"When I ran for vice president, I knew that one of my ma 

jor duties was always to be prepared in the event the pres 
idency becomes vacant.” 

—Vice President Noli de Castro, reacting to calls 

for President Arroyo's resignation 


“| am 72 years old. 1 feel so old." 
— Former president Corazon Aquino, begging off 
on leading another "People Power" revolt 
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"The argument of those in the administration is to frighten 
the people by asking, ‘If Gloria goes, who will replace her? 

Noli? Do they want him?” 
—Rep. Chiz Escudero, on how the “Noli factor" works in 
favor of GMA 


“I am not resigning my office." 
—President Macapagal-Arroyo, answering calls for her 
resignation 


"She's finished. She's history" 
—веп. Aquilino Pimentel's fearless forecast оп GMA after 
11 key Cabinet secretaries and key officials resigned their 
posts 


"Since June 27, she dug her own political grave. Its very 
difficult for a leader to govern from the grave she herself 
dug.” 

Sen. Panfilo Lacson on GMA's prospects 


“We do not demand her resignation. Yet, neither 

do we encourage her simply to dismiss such a 

call from others. For we recognize that nonvi-: 

olent appeals for her resignation, the demand 

fora Truth Commission and the filing of an im- 

peachment case are not against the Gospel." 

—The Catholic Bishops Conference of the 

Philippines weighs in on Gloriagate 


«Тат deeply grateful to the CBCP for its statement of 
guidance and wisdom. I appreciate their collective voice of 
moderation and temperance at this time of national soul 
searching." 

— President Macapagal-Arroyo responds to the CBCP 
КЕ statement. 


"My message to the Arroyo enemies is: goodbye 
boys. You gave it your best shot, but she's still stand- 
ling. Time to disappear into the woodwork and sweet 
dreams.” 

—Sen. Miriam Defensor Santiago, interpreting the 

CBCP statement as a clear setback for the anti-GMA 
camp 


“As you are probably aware of, that word is Tagalog 
р slang for the vulva. While it is clearly shown in 
Y the video footage that the utterance was more acciden- 
tal than deliberate, Management is still not pleased with 
the incident." 
—GMA-7 management in a memorandum to talk show 
host Rufa Mae Quinto, after she referred to short shorts as 
“p-kp-k” shorts on a noontime variety show 


"She might be a sinner but she can still implement the 
much-needed reforms and possibly become a saint... We're 

afraid of the Noli factor.” 
— Bro. Manuel de Leon, vice chairman of the Association 
of Major Religious Superiors, erring on the side of caution 


“The script is wrong.” 
— Former President Joseph Estrada reacting to 
the so-called “X-tapes” containing alleged conversa- 
tions between him and former AFP Chief of Staff. 
Joselin Nazareno discussing a removal of GMA from 
‘power, leaked by Ilocos Sur Gov. Luis “Chavit” Singsori 


"The Communist Party... should have listened to an apho- 
rism of its guru, Karl Marx: ‘History repeats itself, first as 
tragedy, second as farce’... Attempts by the opposition and 
the Left to repeat Edsa I as history, which the Hyatt 10, Cory 
‘Aquino and the Ayala rally last Wednesday did, are clearly 
a farce.” 
—Presidential Management Staff Chief Rigoberto 
‘Tiglao, on the failure of the opposition to unseat GMA 


“I remain loyal to the country and the people who 
voted for me. I am not doing this for the president, but 

for our country.” 
—Vice President Noli de Castro on why he refused to 
heed opposition calls to resign 


"Two generations ago, there was a man who ruled us and 
declared martial ам, He ran away with so much money. And 
have we forgotten? How come no one's talking about it any- 
more, as if it had been solved?” 

—Manila Archbishop Gaudencio Rosales, on why getting 
rid of GMA won't solve anything 


“Madame Gloria, I'm sorry. I didn’t know it would all come 

to this All we wanted was for jueteng to be eliminated. 1 
don’t think you'll see me at the impeachment trial.” 

—Jueteng whistle-blower Richard Garcia, on how he 

was pressured by the opposition to link the First Family to 

jueteng operations 


"When I was 20, I wanted to change the world; at 30, 1 
wanted to change my country; at 60, I realized I wanted on- 
ly to change myself." 
—Former Sen. Raul Roco, who died on August 5 at age 
63 


"President Marcos left Malacafiang by plane. I left by 
boat. She will leave by stroller.” 
—Former president Joseph Estrada, on the in- >» 
evitability of СМАЗ fall from power, as quoted in the © 
South China Morning Post q 


“Why would I say something like that? I 


found God during my detention and وو‎ 
have forgiven my enemies because I real M. c 
ized that what happened to me is the will of 


God." 
—Estrada, explaining that his earlier 


Үт. 
statement was actually a text joke "y 


E 
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“Don’t look at us... we can’t be the heroes that you want 
us to be.” 
—Former BIR Commissioner Guillermo Parayno, 
speaking on behalf of the “Hyatt 10” 


“The principle of morality does not apply in the situa- 

tion.” 
—Archbishop Fernando Capalla, seeing nothing wrong 
with various bishops receiving a total of P3.3 million as 
“Christmas cash gifts" from Pagcor 


“Money from vice cannot be cleansed into a virtuous 
commodity by simply throwing this away 
to the needy, the hungry, the sick. It is a 
sad mistake to think that money from 
the vice of gambling can usher in the 
virtues of benevolence and charity 
The end does not ‘justify the 
means—this is elementary morality.” 
—Archbishop Oscar Cruz, denounc- 
ing the church's acceptance of gam- 
bling money from Pagcor 


“It's the media that's dividing 

17. Й us. You make it appear as though 

there's infighting among us when 
there is none.” 

—Ricardo Cardinal Vidal, 


А-А delas Alas archbishop of Cebu 


“They came to watch, not to be killed.” 
—Greyhoundz frontman Reg Rubio on the stampede 
that left two dead at the Muziklaban concert 


“At a time when public opinion of government officials 
has sunk to an all-time low, we mourn the loss of one public 
servant who showed that integrity and probity among pub- 
lic officials is not only possible, it is also necessary to be tru- 

ly effective. 
—Sen. Francis Pangilinan, remembering PCGG Com- 
missioner Haydee Yorac, who died Sept. 12 


“These are all mine. Please stop this. This is too much re- 
pression.” 

—Former First Lady Imelda Marcos, petitioning the 

courts to stop the government from auctioning off her jewel- 

ту collection 


“It is time to put behind us this divisive episode of im- 
peaching the president. It is time to embrace а period of 
healing and reconciliation for the nation.” 
—Speaker Jose de Venecia after the House 
of Representatives votes 158 to 52 in favor of 
junking the impeachment complaint against 

GMA 


"Humanitarian or political? Whatever. The 
Constitution never said that it must be for 
jolitical or humanitarian reason... it's 


—Justice Secretary Raul Gon- 

zales, on the possibility that former 
congressman Romeo Jalosjos, currently 
serving two life sentences for raping a mi- 

nor, may receive a presidential pardon because 
of a heart ailment 


Bongbong 
Marcos 


“It is totally appalling to women and children to wit- 
ness hard-earned justice bastardized under the leadership 

of a woman." 
—Gabriela party-list representative Liza Masa, specu- 
lating that the Jalosjos pardon may be payback for Jalosjos’ 
political support for GMA 


“If there is a president that should be buried at the Libin- 

gan ng mga Bayani, it is him because he was president for 
the longest time.” 

—]locos Norte Gov. Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos 

Jr, on his father, and complaining that his family is the vic- 

tim of human rights abuses 


“Tm tired of chasing the bully around the schoolyard. 
We cannot let this continue. Our policy of maximum toler: 
ance has been abused, these rights have become licentious, 
to the detriment of the peace and order and the welfare of 
the greater majority.” 
—President Macapagal-Arroyo, talking tough 
against anti-government demonstrations 4 


“1 don't think I'm the fall guy here.” 
— National Security Adviser Norberto Gonza- 
les, shortly before being cited by the Senate for con 
tempt and detained for hemming and hawing on the issue 
of hiring a Washington lobby firm on behalf of the Philip- 
pine government 


“My conscience has bothered me for being silent despite 

the fact that there were vital issues of national importance 
that have been the cause of national controversy.” 

Philippine Military Academy assistant superin- 

tendent Brig. Gen. Francisco Gudani before the 

Senate, testifying to poll fraud in Lanao in defi- 

ance of a Malacafiang memorandum prohibiting 

military officials from appearing before Congress 

without permission. He was subsequently sacked 


There is a need to prevent such inquiries in aid 
of legislation from being used for partisan political 
purposes, disrupting diplomatic relations with 
foreign governments, and weakening the 
stability of the state thereby impeding the 

efforts of the government to generate and 


es 
3, Maj. Gen. Jovito Palparan 
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attract foreign investments." 
—Executive Order 464, the presidential gag order 
invoked by the AFP command in sacking Brig. Gen. Gudani 


“This is the essence of the coercive power of the State. 
Under this, we have the authority to terrorize the bad 
elements of society..I vehemently deny any involvement in 
human rights violation...show me the facts. What I know 
was that those neutralized were deeply involved in the rebel 
movement.” 
—Maj. Gen. Jovito Palparan, commander of the 7th 
Infantry Division, explaining why the use of force is 
the most effective way to combat insurgency, and denying 
accusations that he violated human rights 


A NO 
OCTOBER : 
“I have to put my foot down for the sake of the people, for 
the sake of enabling the government to work rather than be 
disabled by the politics of insult.” IN 
— President Macapagal-Arroyo, on why she issued EO 
464, which bars government executives, police and military 


à ] officials from testifying in, Congress 


/ in 


“My, have they got their signals crossed! I am not a ma- 
gician nor a Pied Piper." 


“1 have seen them all. All that is left is 
their head and feet." 
—Andonesian Maj. Gen. Ansyaad. 
Mbai on the three suicide bombers who 
killed 26 people in Bali 


“They were like a breeze in he ff 
face. Their victories gave us 
respite from political hatred.” 

—Manila Mayor Lito Atienza 
on Filipino boxing champions Man- 
ny Pacquiao, Brian Viloria and Rey 

“Boom Boom” Bautista, who were 
taken on a motorcade 
through the city 


“The world stage is not only for other 
nationalities, but for us Filipinos, too.” 
—Precious Lara Quigaman, Miss 
International 2005, the first Filipina V 


“Tm so tired of looking for the perfect man.” 
—Comedienne Ai-Ai de las Alas, admitting that 
she was again in a gay relationship 


“If my statements constitute clear and present danger 1 

will shoot myself right before your eyes, here in the session 
hall.” 

—Sen. Miriam Defensor Santiago, blasting 

opponents during a senate privilege speech 


“She should tell me what day and what ште—Т1 prepare 
my cellphone to take a video of it." 

—Rep. Rolex Suplico, in reaction to Santiago's outburst. 

Santiago also said she should have 

failed Suplico, her former student 


“Ies purely harassment of a righteous and principled 
man.” 

Archbishop Oscar Cruz in defense of Eddie Villanueva, 

who was charged with estafa by businessman 

(and Mike Arroyo's relative) Benito Araneta 


“Many told me that I should have joined the PBA draft be- 

cause of my situation, that I should have helped my mother. 

So, this year I wanted to show them there were 
reasons...there was a purpose.” 

—FEU Tamaraws star player, MVP and family 

breadwinner Arwind Santos, after the Tams beat La Salle 

to bag the UAAP championship 


“God would tell me, ‘George, go and fight those 
terrorists in Afghanistan.’ And I did, and then 
God would tell me, ‘George, go and end the 

tyranny in Iraq.’ And I did.” 

5 President George Bush, allegedly 

speaking to Palestinian leader Mahmud 
‘Abbas in an upcoming - 

BBC documentary. 


“Tf avian flu does mutate to al- 

low human to human transmis- 

‘sion, the results would be catas- 

trophic, locally, regionally and 
globally.” - 

—Paula Dobriansky, US Undersecretary of State 

for Democracy and Global Affairs 


Aiko Melendez 


“This fascist General's idiotic parallelism is an insult to 

man's best friend.” 
—Partylist Rep. Rafael Mariano on Gen. Eduardo Ermi- 
ta's comparison of policemen to dogs in their “calibrated 
preemptive response” during protest rallies 


“I will bring my children with me so that they won't have 

to cry" 
— Suicide note left by а Filipina living in Japan, who 
stabbed herself and her three children, aged 13, 8 and 9 
months, because of money problems 


“та rather do drama than horror. 1 don't score easy, so 1 
had to do many retakes." 
—Filipino actress Alessandra de Rossi, on her lead rol 
in the hit Singaporean horror flick "The Mai 
To page 6 
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“You're ugly. If you looked good, you'd be a movie star by 

now." 
—Aiko Melendez, allegedly speaking to businesswoman 
Happy Ongpauco, who filed charges against Melendez after 
an altercation at Nuvo Restaurant 


“Filipinos come to the rescue every time.” 
—Peping Cojuangco, CEO of the Philippine SEAG Orga- 
nizing Committee, signing a P50 million support package for 
the SEAG athletes with the Lucio Tan Group of Companies 


"When the earthquake came it was like Judgment Day." 
— Pakistani survivor Fazal Elahi, after a 
intensity quake killed some 
40,000 in Kashmir 


“That is the problem with the Ameri- 

cans—they meddle with us and then they 
don’t cooperate with us.” 

—Justice Secretary Raul Gonza- 

lez, disappointed that the US 

had not responded to requests 

for information on the 

Michael Ray Aquino case 


"Violence kills and disables as many 
women between the ages of 
15 and 44 as cancer.” 

—UN Population Fund report on the condition 
of women worldwide 


Katrina Legarda ^ 


“It implies that they have not only given me this award for 
my work but for my political engagement." 

— British playwright Harold Pinter, on winning 

the Nobel Prise for Literature 


"This is in complete violation of the rights of the 
people." 

—Former vice president Teofisto Guingona, after being 

blasted with water cannons during a protest 

rally in Plaza Miranda 


“This woman is going bananas.” 
—Sen. Serge Osmeiia, after GMA ordered a 
rally dispersed with water cannons 


“Brute force should not be used against the 
elderly.” 
—Rl Shaddai head Mike Velarde on the rally 
dispersal, in his first public expression 
of displeasure at GMA 


“We think the use of a fire hose has a cooling effect.” ^3 
—Chief Supt Leopoldo Bataoil of the PNB on using 
кз жү GP water cannons on protesters 
# “Corruption isn’t а natural disaster’ It is the cold, calculat-/ 
ed theft of opportunity from the men, women and children 
who are least able to protect themselves. } 
‚ —David Nussbaum of Transparency International, which 
{reported corruption in the Philippines аз “severe 
cm " ا‎ S MI 
"1f you are the father of your men, then Гт the mother. 
Let's get married then.” 
Sen. Jamby Madrigal proposing in jest to Chief Supt. 
Edgardo Doromal in order to protect the police 
officer assigned as her bodyguard, who 
was allegedly seen toting a gun 


“A weird melange of emotions: fear, excitement, anxiety, 
calm, blessedness." 

—Lea Salonga, on her feelings on 

impending motherhood 


“I said what I said, I am not guilty, 1 am innocent.” 
—Saddam Hussein, after his trial 
began in Baghdad 


1 plead guilty to the fact that I thought 
MA would be a better alternative 
o Erap.” 

—Cory Aquino 


“1 am elated.” 
—Former President Joseph Estrada 
on news that Cory Aquino had admitted 
making a mistake in backing GMA 
"Palparan is of 

Meath.” 

| Bayan Muna Rep. Joel Virador on 
} Maj. Gen. Jovito Palparan, allegedly 
Behind the mass killings in Central Luzon 


the harbinger 


“The President is much worse than Marcos, because even 
during martial lav, he never banned masses involving the 
opposition.” 

—Fr. Robert Reyes, reacting to Malacafiang's requests 
that masses catering to the opposition 
be banned from San Miguel Cathedral 


“Lets see what his bosses will have to say.” 
— President Macapagal-Arroyo to Inquirer columnist 
Ramon Tulfo on ABS-CBN broadcaster Julius Babao, who 
allegedly posted bail for the leader of a terrorist group. Babao 
denied the accusation. 


0 

Nj 

"The accident could have been avoided if the chart was ac- 
curate, We feel responsible, however: 

—Red Constantino of Greenpeace after the 

environmental group's ship, the Rainbow Warrior, 

ran aground in Tubbataha 
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“We appreciate the work that Greenpeace 
continues to do for the environment. (How 
ever), you're navigating, you take all the 
precautions.” 
—Angelique Songco of the a 
Tubbataha Management Office > 


“1 am just sad that I am leaving amidst $, 
this scenario...1 love my team, I love my school. Y 
—La Salle Green Archers manager Terry Capistrano, re- 
signing amidst an eligibility scandal 
involving two La Salle players 


“We apologize for the unintentional lapse... we got one al- 
right, but only a lookalike.” 

PNP Director General Arturo Lomibao, on 

capturing the wrong Commander Putol 


"We are as indignant as any other Filipino over this case, 
but emotional outbursts will help neither the vic tim nor the 

cause of impartial justice.” 
—Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye on protests against the 
‘Subic rape case 


«те sung all over the world but nothing quite prepared me 
for this.” 

—Lea Salonga, performing to standing 

ovations in Carnegie Hall 


“You cannot judge based on the video alone. You wouldn't 
know the situation on the ground." 

—AInterior and Local Government Secretary 

Angelo Reyes, defending policemen involved 

in the rubout of alleged carnappers 


"She's not a winner by any measure, yet she has the temer- 
ity to lecture about being good and fair.” 

—Sen. Panfilo Lacson, in reaction to GMA's call for 

media to cover only winners, not losers 


“I take this as a personal affront, not only to my person but 

to others like me—humble actors, actresses and basketball 

layers—who have worked hard to prove ourselves 

‘worthy of the task and office reposed upon us by the 
electorate." 

— Sen. Jinggoy Estrada, in reaction to the 

DepEd memo from a Catanduanes high school 

official exhorting people not to vote for actors 

and basketball players in elections. 


"The tapes, to me, are insignificant, I am really 


В 
—Natiónal Security Adviser Norberto 


Um. Gonzales on the "Hello, Garci" tapes 
Rolex د‎ D 
779^ This is not as easy as the Jalosjos 
"riore difficult.” | CUN ы Я 
" da on her new case, after:she was 

7 signed by the DSWD to defend'the 
| 22-year-old Subic rape victim 

| Ry a 

“My grandmothér’s house is across Malacañang!” > 
il-Australian Rockstar. INXS finalist Mig Ayesa on a vis- 
„ "Fit to the Philippines, whei asked to 
prove he was really Filipino 


case, This is much 


"you can't give back to somebody four years of their life." 
—Lawyer Marcus Einfeld, lawyer of Vivian Alvarez, the 
naturalized Australian who was wrongfully 
deported back to the Philippines in 2001 


“My Spanish teacher told me 'rovo' sounded like "robo 
which means robbery in Spanish." 
—Rep. Rolex Suplico on the Arrovo P100 bills 


‘Just as women are not meant to become priests, men are 

neither intended to become nuns. This is distinction, not dis- 
crimination." 

—Lingayen Bishop Oscar Cruz, on why gays 

cannot be nuns or priests 


“One cannot ignore the negative consequences that can 
stem from the ordination of people with deeply rooted homo- 
sexual tendencies." 

—Church document from the Vatican on gay seminarians 


“1 am a victim of violence.” 
—Plinky Recto, at a press conference where she revealed 
that her former partner allegedly beat her up 


"The panty symbolizes a woman's private space which is in- 
truded upon when it is removed." 

—Makalaya chair Tess Borgonos during an 

anti-povery "panty" protest in Manila 


“Kinikilabutan ako (1 get goose bumps).” 
—Shiela Mae Perez of Davao after winning gold in the. 
‘SEA Games for synchronized diving 
along with Ceseil Domenios 
«r$ d 
“I was here all this time... 1 feel that I'm more safe here with 
my friends." 
mer Comelec. Commissione; Virgilio Garcillano, 
after а бро-ћош) interyiew where he was wea 
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“Donations; to bevethissl, should Some fronkgleaíhandsL/ “You just learn to livëwith it But the pain is 


and should be for a good purpose.” 
—An anonymous priest on the propriety of GMA's alleged 
donation of P1 million to Archbishoip Gaudencio Rosales 


"How can a legitimate business, which pays a minimum 
wage, pays income tax, pays custom duties... compete with a 
tiangge operation that is probably selling the same goods?" 
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—Businessman Raul Concepcion on the Divisoria 168 
Mall, and how it has eaten into retailing 


“Everyone thinks there's some kind of divine ог mellow 
thing in getting older, but there's no advantage to it at all.” 
—Director Woody Allen on turning 70 


“It is hard to win at the Games since the hosts are cheat- 
ing.” 

—Jaruk Areerajakaran, Secretary General of Thailand's 
Olympic Committee, claiming that the Philippines was cheating 


"you won the game, we lost the game but the friendship re- 
mains.” 

Thai Deputy Prime Minister Suwat Liptapanlop, after 

watching the tennis finals in Manila, where 

Filipino Cecil Mamiit won handily 


“Ano ba ito? Artista na pala ako (What's this? Oh, I'm an ac- 
tor)." 

—Nathan Lopez, acclaimed 14-year-old star of "Ang Pag- 

dadalaga ni Maximo Oliveros,” the accalimed 

independent movie hit of 2005 


“tn practice, this hard labor is not carried out. It's inappro- 
priate for an officer to do hard labor.” 
—Military Prosecutor Col. Al Perreras after 
ex-Maj. Gen. Carlos Garcia was sentenced to two 
years of hard labor for unexplained wealth Ж 


“les the best thing that ever happened be. 
cause it unites the country for one common 
cause." 
—Top Pinoy SEAG medalist and 
swimmer Miguel Mendoza at the 
well-attended parade of athletes on 
Ayala after the Games. Mendoza 
won three golds, a silver and a; М 
bronze. The Philippines finished over“ 
all winner in the SEAG with 291 medals 


"Tm not saying that you should believe 
what I'm saying. But I really can't say for 
sure if it was my voice.” 
—Virgilio Garcillano during the senate hearing 
on the “Hello Garci" tapes 


“While I am not big with words, I am big and bold in dreams 

and vision.” 
—Непгу Sy of the SM chain of malls, awarded Father of 
Philippine Retail by the Philippine Retailers Association 


“Td like to start my life all over again.” 
— Nene Tamayo after emerging the winner of the Pinoy Big 
Brother reality show, and going home with 
P6 million in cash and prizes 


“We do not ask for special treatment; only for equality.” 
— Weightlifter Adeline Dumapong at the start of the SEA 
Para Games for People With Disabilities. Dumapong 

would go on to shatter her personal records 


"Events have proven me right. She is corrupt and ruthless 

and will do everything to stay in power.” 
Marine Capt. Nicanor Faeldon, a leader of the Oakwood 
mutiny, on GMA, after he escaped from custody 


“Thats her problem. I'm not making that my problem.” 
—Susan Roces, on the political turmoil besieging the 
president, speaking to reporters on the 
eve of FPJ's first death anniversary 


“Тат not his man. He's my man." 
—Retired General Fortunato Abat, denying rumors that 
his former boss, former President Fidel V. Ramos, was behind 
the "transition government" that Abat had declared 


^1 would like to emphasize that Abat is not under arrest. He 

is, however, detained right now for purposes of tactical inter- 
rogation." 

— Sec. Raul Gonzalez, after Abat was picked 

up by plainclothes policemen 


"Ang tagal пуо naman magtanong (It took you a while to 

as." 
The late NBI Chief Reynaldo Wycoco, when asked if he 
would withdraw support from Erap 


"You know, 1 spent more time with the court than Mrs. 

Davide... So there you are, Gigi, ГИ Ье back to you." 
—Retiring Chief Justice Hilario Davide, promising his wife 
Virginia that he could now spend more time at home 


“No prison is large enough, or evil strong enough, to stop a 
people's forward march to freedom." 

—Sis. Mariani Dimaranan, feisty human rights activist 

mun, who passed away recently of a heart condition 


“1 am mad. 1 have a lot of rage right now" 
—Former Sen. Freddie Webb, after the Court of Appeals 
upheld the conviction of son Hubert for his 
alleged itvólvement in the Vizconde Massacre 
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the heart." 

—Gina de Venecia on the first death anniversary of daugh- 
ter KC, speaking at the groundbreaking of the Ina Healing Cen- 
ter in Quezon City, a foundation for women who have lost their 

children. KC died in a fire in December 2004 


“1 see my appointment as an opportunity to be of even 
_ To page 7 
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greater service to God and country.” 
—Newly appointed Supreme Court 
Chief Justice Artemio Panganiban 


“We have'to end this. Too much blood 

has been spilled.” 
—Farmers’ Representative Jaime 
Tadeo, after the Cojuangcos officially 
lost Hacienda Luisita 


“Let me state for the record that there 
is no such thing as a P42 billion debt of 
Meralco to Napocor." 

—Meralco chair Manuel Lopez 


“1 think it’s a great day for Britain...ev- 

eryone deserves to be with the person 
they choose—gay, straight, whatever.” 

—Richard Kendall ûf Windsor, on 

news of gay singer Elton John's marriage 

to long-time lover David Furnish 


“I can say that my support is waning 
right now.” 

—Former President Fidel V. Ramos 

on his support for GMA, after the Consti- 

tutional Commission recommended that 

local elections be postponed 


Dear Joe, 


"It doesn't mean that it would keep me 

from being what I am and from doing what 
I want.” 

—Fr. Robert Reyes, after being told by 

the Church to go on sabbatical—an alleged 

euphemism for being fired from his parish 


“while we are busy with 11th hour shop- 
ping, the Palace is also busy with 11th-hour 
appointments.” 

—Rep. Ена Rosales, on Malacafiang’s 
hurried appointment of two new officials 


“Helping the community first is far more 

important than the economic rewards.” 
—Nvette Paragua, nursing topnotcher, 
on why she isn’t leaving to work abroad 


Tes not as cheerful as normal, because 
we're still remembering our friends and 

family who died.” 
—Santiani Saraghi, Thai tsunami sur- 
vivor, one year after the tragedy 


"He fought to his last breath.” 
—Dean Barbers, on the death of his fa- 
ther, former congressman, senator and cabi- 
net secretaryRobert Barbers, after a long 
battle with throat cancer 


How Do | Make Her, love her and want 


Notice Me? 


Call me Vhong. | first saw Ces in an event; she stepped on my foot 
but did not apologize. When I turned around, | saw a beautiful an- 
веће face. 1 felt something that day, Joe, which I cannot explain. Al- 
though we didn’ t have а chance to talk, I know I felt that magic. It 
was love at first sight! 

That day | overheard her say that she was a member of this online 
group. 1 was excited because | was a member of the same group. | 
was determined to find her. And luckily 1 did. We sent e-mail, ex- 
changed stories and texted each other frequently. Every doy | felt 
something deeper. | knew that | loved her but didn't say anything 
‘about how | felt because | was scared to lose her. 

We went out once a month, sometimes twice or thrice. We 
watched shows and concerts and attended parties together. This 
went on for five months, until she told me that she was now in a 
relationship. | was hurt but | continued to love her secretly. 

One day, | blurted out what I felt for her: I love her and will give up. 
everything for her. We stayed friends, and | was grateful and thankful 
to God for that blessing of friendship. 

After one year and five months, they broke up. | was sad in a way 
because she was hurting. But soon, she slowly began to change. She 
started avoiding me. Someone told me that she's now in a new re- 


lationship. | was hoping that I would be given 

a chance but | know ту place. | am just а 
friend to her; no more, no less. But | miss her, 
Joe. | don't know what to do. | think of her 
every day. | love her even if | know that she 
won't love me back. | want her joys to be my 
joys, and her pains | want to endure alone. 

I need your help, Joe. 1 can't think of any- 
thing that will make her notice me again. | 
want us to stoy friends, but even that seems. 
to be fading. She is slowly slipping away. 
Please help me. 

Vhong 


Deer Vhong, 

It is sometimes unfortunate that the 
people we love choose not to love us back. 
| believe that we all have a match in this 
world, and when one's attempt at a rela- 
tionship fails, it simply means that the re- 
lationship is not meant to be. This could be 


us to stay friends, but she is 
slowly slipping away 


easily dealt with if only our emotions were 
not involved, but more often than not, the 
heart rules strongly over our head. 
Vhong, | believe that if it is only friend- 
ship that you want from Ces, she wouldn't 
be so distant. | know she treats you as а 
friend, but she knows that you feel some- 
thing more than friendship for her, and 
maybe that's why she chooses to shy away 
from you. She knows in her heart that she. 
can never be more than a friend and she 
probably feels more uncomfortable now 
that she knows your true feelings for her. 
Telling her you loved her may not have 
been such a good idea because it distanced 
her from you, but | believe that being true 
to what you felt was something you owe 
yourself and Ces. There couldn't have 
been a better way to let her know that she 
was special to you. You took a risk when 
you told her you loved her and now you 


Shall We 


ance? 


The C. 


jebrity Dance Challen 


Sunday 9 PM 


hosteg by Lucy Torres Gomez 


truly know where you stand. 

Vhong, this is the perfect time for you to 
realize that your life should not be depen- 
dent on someone else's presence. You 
have to strive to be happy even without 
Ces. Remember that at one point in your 
life, you should stop missing her and start 
thinking about what you have been missing 
because of her. You are missing an oppor- 
tunity to be happy with someone else. 
Someone who will not consciously avoid 
you but choose to be with you. Someone 
who will not just listen when you say “I 
love you," but someone who will say it 
too, and love you even more. 


LoveNotes is heard every Friday at 10:15 
a.m. with replays at 7 p.m. on Wave 89.1 
FM. Get your daily love advice from Joe D' 
Mango ма SMS by texting "lovenotes" to 
2968 


Provided by 


For more TV schedules: 

4. Visit wwrw.CllekTheCity.com or 
wap.clicktheclty.com. 

2. Key in CTC TV and send to 2333 for 
Globo and to 225 for Smart. PhP2.50 
por SMS sent. 
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Albert Martinez, Shirley Kuan, Marilen 
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Jayme with Billy Samson, Melvin Mangada TBWA, 
Peachy Bretana Publicis 
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Brazilian Agency 
DM9 JaymeSyfu 
opens in Manila 


DM9 JaymeSyfu, sister company 
of multi awarded Brazilian Agency 
DM9 DDB opened in Manila with a 
colorful ‘carnaval' last December 8 at 
the Cuisine of the Embassy, Fort 
Bonifacio. Alex Syfu welcomed 
clients from PLDT, Smart, Splash, 
HBC, McDonald's, Asia Brewery and 
many more while partner Мейс 
Cruz-Jayme introduced the members 
of their newly formed agency. DDB 
CEO Gil Chua , DDB Chairman Lito 
de Joya and DDB Vice Chairman and 
Chief Marketing Officer Susan Di- 
macali offered a toast to their 250 
guests 

Industry friends and family enjoyed 
the Brazilian bash complete with 
Brazilian drinks, lots of Samba, and 
Mardi Gras headgears (courtesy of 
well known artist Rollie de Leon). Fa- 
mous Production designer Butch Gar- 
cia, dressed up the two floor club with 
giant bright colored parasols and fes- 
tive decor. TV Personality Ryan Ag- 
oncillo hosted the event Miss Brazil - 
Miss Earth 2005, escorted by Marc 
Nelson, also graced the festive night. 

Dm9's Jayme & Syfu both started 
in big multinational agencies with a 
wealth of experience from Unilever, 
P&G, J&J, Splash, Jollibce, Pizza 
Hut, Max's, Kraft, Nestle, Pepsi, Co- 
ca-Cola, Toyota, Mitsubishi, PLDT to 
Smart. 

Group Chief Creative Officer Mer- 
lee Jayme was Ace Saatchi & 
Saatchi's first woman VP Executive 


Creative Director in the agency's 54 
year history before she moved to BB- 
DO Guerrero Ortega for a year as its 
Executive Creative Director. 

Alex Syfu, Dm9's Managing Direc- 
tor and Chief Operating Officer, start- 
ed his carcer in J.Walter Thompson 
then moved on to McCann Erickson 
Manila as the Business Unit Director 
of the San Migue! Group. The next 
eight years brought Alex to McCann 
South East Asia's various offices and 
most notably became the General 
Manager of McCann Erickson In- 
donesia. Before joining Dm9, he was 
the General Manager of BBDO Guer- 
rero Ortega and its below-the- line 
agency, Proximity. 

Just after formally opening its 
doors to their young passionate team, 
DM? JaymeSyfu was already tasked 
by its sister agency DDB Philippines 
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DM9 Founding Members 


to lead the pitch of the year for Ме 
Donald's. Winning the prestigious 
fast-food account was one of the 
biggest news circulating in the Philip- 
pine Advertising congress in Cebu 
last November. 

DM9 started operations in Sao 
Paulo, Brazil in 1989. In 1997, it 
merged with advertising giant ddb 
worldwide, thus forming DM9 РОВ. 
The very next year, it became the first 
Brazilian agency to win "Agency of 
the Year" at Cannes. They did it again. 
the following year, becoming one of 
only two agencies in the world to hold 
the title twice. 66 Cannes lions, two 
grand prix, and an unprecedented 
three "Agency of the Year" honors lat- 
er, it became one of the world's cre- 
ative powerhouses and one of Brazil's 
biggest agencies in billings. 
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